SHALOM WEEK

Vayigash

TORAH PORTION OF THE WEEK

e left off last week with Joseph's pronouncement that he was

keeping Benjamin as a slave for stealing his wine cup. Judah
steps forward to challenge the decision and offers himself as a slave
instead of Benjamin. Joseph is overcome with emotion, clears the
room of all Egyptians and then reveals his identity to his unsuspecting
brothers.
The brothers are shocked! They suspect Joseph's intentions, but accept
his offer to bring the extended family to Egypt. Jacob is initially numb
and disbelieving of the news, but becomes very excited to see his son.
The Torah recounts the 70 members of Jacob's family which went
down to Egypt. Jacob reunites with Joseph, meets Pharaoh and settles
with the family in the Goshen district. During the famine, Joseph buys
up all of the property and people in Egypt for Pharaoh with the grain
stored during the seven good years.

TORAH LESSON OF THE WEEK

The Torah states:

"When they (the brothers) related to him (Jacob) all the words that
Joseph had spoken ... the spirit of their father Jacob was revived" (Gen.
45:27).

This verse refers to the brothers telling their father that Joseph was
alive after Jacob had mourned for Joseph the past 22 years. Why didn't
Joseph send a message to his father that he was alive and well -- and, by
the way, the ruler of Egypt? Secondly, why did Joseph ask his brothers
"Is my father still alive?" when they already told him that Jacob was
still living? What does it mean that "the spirit of their father Jacob was
revived"?

Joseph knew that Jacob had prophetic vision. He assumed that Jacob
knew exactly what had happened to him and where he was and therefore
his father concurred with what the brothers did with him. It did not occur
to Joseph that Jacob was deprived of the Divine spirit which allowed
him prophecy. When Judah told him that Jacob said, "You know that
my wife bore me two sons. One has left me and I presumed: Alas, he
has surely been torn to pieces, for I have not seen him since!" -- it was
then that Joseph realized that Jacob had lost the Divine spirit.

The Talmud says, "The righteous are considered alive even after their
death, whereas the wicked are considered dead even when they live"
(Berachos 18a). The Torah considers the essence of human life to be
spirituality rather than biology. Animals, too, breathe, look for food,
seek shelter, reproduce and care for their young. Some show a degree of
intelligence. Man is more than just an animal with greater intelligence.
Man is a creature that can be master of his biology rather than a slave
to it. A human being without spirituality is nothing more than an animal
with intellect. He lives biologically, but is spiritually dead.

When Joseph asked the brothers, "Is my father still alive?" -- he was not
asking if he was physically alive, but if he was spiritually alive. When
Jacob found out that Joseph was alive he was spiritually revived!
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HALACHOT Fast Of Tenth Of Tevet

This coming Tuesday December 22nd, we will observe
the Tenth of Tevet, a fast day.

The main event we remember in this day is the onset of
the siege of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar, the King of
Babylonia. The siege of tge city signaled the beginning of
the battle that ultimately destroyeg Yerushalayim and the
first Beth Hamikdash in the year 586 BCE. Hundreds of
thousands of Jews were killed or sent as captives to the
Babylonian exile.

The date of the Tenth of Tevet was recorded by the proph-
et Yehezkel, who was already in Babylonia, with the first
group of Jews exiled by Nebuchadnezzar, eleven years
earlier than the actual destruction of the Temple.

TEST YOUR JEWISHI Q : TORAH

1- After how many years did Jacob see Joseph?
(@7 ()14 (c)22
2- How old was Jacob when he came to Egypt?
(a) 130 (b) 145 (c) 157

3- How many years of famine had passed when Jacob

and his family came to Egypt?
@2 (b4 (0)6
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COMMUNITY UNITY

hen Jacob and his descendants go

down to Egypt, they are counted. If
you follow the numbers, they add up to
69. But the text says that Jacob's entourage
was a group of 70. There seems to be an
accounting problem. Who is the seventieth
person?
Some say it was Jacob. Others say a woman
named Yocheved (Moses' future mother)
was born just as they were entering Egypt.
Others say the seventieth is the Divine
Presence. Still others suggest that the Torah
was merely rounding the number off.
Up until now in the biblical narrative, the
people of the world have always been
dividing. In each generation there are

CHANUKAH OFFICIALLY
CELEBRATED IN BAHRAIN FOR
FIRST TIME SINCE 1948

nly days after Abu Dhabi announced

that for the first time it will allow Israel
to open a diplomatic mission there (part of
the International Renewable Energy Agency
office, which has its headquarters in Abu
Dhabi), Chanukah has been celebrated in
the neighboring Gulf state of Bahrain.
It is the first official Chanukah candle
lighting in the Gulf since all but a handful
of the region’s historic Jewish population
(which predates the birth of Islam) fled in
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factors that cause separation: the Tower of
Babel, fights between Isaac and Ishmael,
Jacob and Esau. Now for the first time
there is a unit, a nation based not so much
on genetics or location, but more on a
philosophy of life, a religion of ethical
monotheism that an entire family and its
descendants have lived and taught.

At this point, the Jewish nation is going to
become physically absorbed into Egypt.
And strikingly, the Jewish nation will leave
the country of Egypt intact, as a family and
unified. (Unfortunately, the Jewish nation
will continue this process in almost every

country in the world throughout history.)
In 1989, when the Dalai Lama found

ISRAEL IN THE NEWS

1948.

King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa held
a meeting with Jewish and other faith
representatives at the royal palace in the
capital city of Manama on the second night
of this week’s Chanukah festival.

Rabbi Moshe Levin, director of the
Conference of European Rabbis, met with
the Bahraini King, before moving on to
light candles at the Manama synagogue.
During his address, Rabbi Levin said:
“A little light drives off a lot of darkness.
Bahrain under your rule is a little light in a
dark world of radical fundamentalism.”
Levin serves as rabbi of the French
National Gendarmerie, and is also an
adviser to the chief rabbi of France. He was
accompanied to Bahrain by French Imam
Hassan Chalghoumi, who also took part in
the Chanukah ceremony.

Only a few dozen Jews remain in Bahrain.
One of them, Houda Ezra Ebrahim Nonoo,
is a female lawyer who was the first Jew
and the first woman to serve as Bahraini
Ambassador to the U.S.

ARNOLD & ELTON SUPPORT
ISRAEL

While candle lighting in Marseilles had to

be held indoors this year at the request of

the police because of terror threats, Parisian

Jews went ahead and celebrated the first

night of Chanukah with the lighting of a

himself at the head of a nation without a
country, he turned to the Jews to ask for
advice. How do we stay dedicated to our
way of life outside of our land of origin?
How do we survive in exile?

This biblical passage may be used to answer
such a question. Unity. Not unity as clones,
but unity as a group that understands that
while they have different ways of looking
at the same thing, at the same time, they
have deeply shared goals and values.

One of the struggles we all have is the tug of
war between being an individual and being
part of a society. We must decide what aspects
of life are communal, and what are personal.
These decisions often affect the essential
strength of the community we live in.

30-foot menorah. Among those turning
up to celebrate and lend their support was
Hollywood superstar and former California
governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, who was
in Paris for the COP21 climate conference.
Asked by the audience to make a few
impromptu  remarks, Schwarzenegger
unexpectedly took to the stage and said: “It
is very important that light prevails over
darkness and good prevails over evil. And I
stand there with you!”
Schwarzenegger later tweeted a picture
from the event, with the backdrop of a lit-
up menorah and a glowing Eiffel tower. He
captioned it: “Happy Hannukah from Paris!
Light will always overcome darkness.
Schwarzenegger has on many occasions
stood up for Israel and for Jewish rights. He
has also criticized his own father for having
volunteered to join the paramilitary wing of
the Nazi party, the SA (the “brown shirts”),
responsible for numerous crimes against
Jews and others.
British pop star Elton John has announced
he will perform in Israel next May — his
fourth visit to Israel. A month later, in
June, he will headline the annual 3-day
“Life Music Festival” held in the town of
Oswiecim, close by the Auschwitz death
camp. “We’ll be celebrating life, peace and
music,” John said in a statement published
on the festival’s website yesterday.

Answers to Jewish 1Q Test
1.C 2.A 3.B

Dec. 20th

Earliest Time for Tzitsit & Tefillin 6:19 am
Best Time for Shema Israel before 9:33 am

Shabbat Ends 5:19 pm
Earliest Time for Minchah 12:22 pm
Earliest Time for Arvit with Minyan 3:32 pm

Editor in Chief: David Kordvani; English Editor: Ephraim Aminoff; Persian Editor: Reuben Agadi; Co-Editor: Amir Kohan; Contributors: Rabbi Elyahoo Ben Haim, Rabbi Yosef Bitton and Nassim Bassalian
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