SHALOM WEEK
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TORAH PORTION OF THE WEEK

his week's portion includes four stories: 1) The selling

of Yosef (Joseph) as a slave by his brothers -- which
eventually positioned Yosef to be second in command in
Egypt and enabled him to save the known world from famine
2) The indiscretion of Yehuda (Judah) with Tamar
3) The attempted seduction of Yosef by Potifar's wife, which
ends with her framing Yosef and having him imprisoned 4)
Yosef interprets the dreams of his fellow prisoners, the wine
steward (who was reinstated and forgot to put in a good word
for Yosef) and the baker (who was hanged).

TORAH LESSON OF THE WEEK

he Torah states:

"And Yosef was brought down to Egypt" (Genesis
39:1).
Anyone viewing the scene of Yosef being brought down to
Egypt as a slave would have considered it a major tragedy:
He was sold by his brothers as a slave and taken far
away from his father and homeland. However, in reality
this is the first step to his eventual accession as second
in command to Pharaoh with complete control over the
Egyptian economy.
Anyone viewing the scene of Yakov, Yosef's father,
coming to Egypt would have considered it a very positive
one: Yakov is reuniting with his favorite son who is now
a powerful ruler, after years of separation; he has every
expectation that he will be treated with all the honors of
royalty.
What is the reality? Yakov's going to Egypt is the first stage
in the exile and enslavement of the Children of Israel.
No human being has the omniscience to know the final
consequences of any situation. Therefore, when a situation
seems to be extremely negative, do not despair. This
could lead to wonderful things for you. Conversely, when
things seem to be going extremely well, do not become
complacent and arrogant. One never knows what the
future will bring.

VAYISHLACH

BARCHEINU to BARECH ALEINU
From this Saturday night Dec. 5th (Arvit) we switch from
Barcheinu to Barech Aleinu.

This prayer is always said from this date in the Diaspora
and from the 7th Cheshvan in Israel. The reasons are as
follows:

1- Israel - 7th Cheshvan

This is 2 weeks after Shemini Atzeret thus giving pilgrims
to Jerusalem time to return to their homes before the rain
came.

2- Diaspora - Dec 4th /5th. Rain was not needed so early or
urgently in the Diaspora so the date was set at 60 days after
the 1st day of Autumn in the old Julian calendar.

Kislev 23,

HALACHOT CHANUKAH

appy Chanukah! This Sunday night is the first night of Chanukah.

We perform four special mitzvoth on Chanukah.
1- Lighting the candles each night of Chanukah. Although there are
different options in the Talmud as to the order of the lighting of the
Chanukah candles, the accepted custom is that on the first night one
candle is lit, on the second night two and so on until the last night of
Chanukah when all eight candles are lit. The reason for this custom is,
“one must go higher and higher in matters of holiness.”
2- The complete "Hallel" is recited in the morning service during the
eight days of Chanukah.
3- The prayer of “Al Hanisim”, in which we give thanks to G-d for the
miracle which occurred on Chanukah, is recited in the Shemone Esreh
(Amidah) as well as in the Birkat HaMazon (Grace-after-Meals) each
day of Chanukah.
4- The Torah is read in the synagogue each day of Chanukah. We read
about the dedication of the Mishkan (Tabernacle) in the desert and the
special gifts donated by the leaders of each of the twelve tribes of Israel in
connection with the dedication. This Torah portion is read on Chanukah
because the Mishkan was completed on the 25th of Kislev, the same day
in which the miracle of Chanukah took place a thousand years later.

TEST YOUR JEWISH I Q : CHANUKAH

1- About how many years after Purim did Chanukah happen?
(a)200  (b)350 (c)500
2- What is the meaning of the word Chanukah?
(a) Miracle  (b) Light (c) Dedication
3- In which direction do we light the candles?
(aRight to left (b) Left to right (c) Any order
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CARING ABOUT OTHER
PEOPLE

Poor old Joseph - sold into slavery by
his brothers for no apparent reason
other than he told them of his dreams;
the target of seduction by the gorgeous
wife of his Egyptian master. His reward
for maintaining his values and integrity in
the face of almost impossible temptation?
Thrown into the deepest, darkest hole
in Egypt and they threw away the key. If
ever a g)erson had a right to feel sorry for
himself, it was Joseph.

Yet Joseph did not feel sorry for himself.
Far from it. His primary concern was for
others. In this week's Torah portion, he
notices the pain of Pharaoh's baker and
butler and reaches out to them.

The Talmud tells us: "Even with a sharp
sword at your neck, don't give up on
mercy." The standard explanation is that

Spanish king honors Sephardic
Jews expelled five centuries ago
tHow we have missed you, Spain's
King Felipe VI tells Sephardic Jewish
representatives at historic royal palace

meeting.
Spain's King Felipe VI honored Sephardic
Jews who were banished more than five
centuries ago during the Inquisition, after
a law allowing dual citizenship for their
descendants came into force.
The legislation aims to correct what the
Spanish government calls the "historic
mistake" of the country's monarchs Isabella
and Ferdinand who in 1492 ordered Jews to
convert to Catholicism or leave within the
s%ace of just weeks, under pain of death.
"Dear Sephardim, thank you for your
loyalty," the king told representatives of
Sephardic Jews from different countries, at
the royal palace.
"Thank you for having kept like a precious
treasure your language and your customs
that are ours too. Thank you too for making
love prevail over rancor and for teaching
your children to love this country.
'How we have missed you."
There are an estimated 3.5 million Jews with
Spanish ancestry around the world.

e law, which came into force last month,
grants them dual citizenship.
Applicants do not have to be practicing Jews
but they must have their ancestry vetted
by Jewish authorities and prove a "special
connection" to and knowlefi)ge of Spain.
Under a previous 1924 law the government
had discretionary powers to award Sephardic
Jews nationality but candidates had to give

g ) ™

BEST OF AISH HATORAH
even when a situation looks as bleak as can
be, don't give up hoping for God's mercy.
Redemption can arrive in the blink of an
eye.

T}Illere is another explanation of this phrase,
though, which I heard from an Auschwitz
survivor. She told me that she treasured this
idea throughout her time in the camps. The
Hebrew can be read to mean, "Even if a
drawn sword is at your neck, don't give u
on being merciful." Don't become so self-
involved that you forget there are others
around you in pain, too. When entrenched
within one's problems, it's so easy to feel
that you are the only person in the world
with difficulties. It's easy to become so
self-absorbed that you unwittingly become
selfish and uncaring.

We all have problems, some of us more
than others. It takes strength and courage

ISRAEL IN THE NEWS

up their previous citizenship and they had to
be residents of Spain.

Though estimates Varly, historians believe
at least 200,000 Jews lived in Spain before
Isabella and Ferdinand ordered them to
convert or leave as part of a policy to unite the
country under the banner of Catholicism.
Many found refuge in the Ottoman Empire,
the Balkans, North Africa and Latin America,
and those who refused to convert or leave
were burned at the stake.

Justice Minister Rafael Catala said Monday
his administration had already received close
to 600 demands for Spanish nationality.

In October, the government had already sped
up applications for 4,300 Sephardic Jews
who had filed applications for nationality
before the latest law came into force.

Commemoration of the expulsion
of Jews from Muslim countries
On Monday, Israel held the second annual
commemoration of the expulsion of some
850,000 Jews from Arab and Muslim

countries in the course of the 20th century.
A law was passed by the Knesset in 2014,
after years of efforts and negotiations,
designating November 30 as the official
date of the annual commemoration of the
expulsion of Jews from Islamic lands. Its
imglementin decree was signed on June 23
and was marked on Monday for the second
time.

Jews had lived in Arab countries for
millennia. A number of Jewish communities
resided there even before the arrival of
Islam. But in the 20th century, with the rise

to overcome them. But personal problems
should not be an excuse to stop caring
about others. Circumstances may rob you
of many things, but when you stop carin
about others, you voluntarily relinquis
your humanity.

Joseph, even in the deepest pit in E%]ypt,
cared about those who were with him
This special lady told me that even in
Auschwitz, she made sure she cared about
others, that she was merciful and loving. If
there ever was a place where a sharp sword
was at one's neck, it was Auschwitz. Yet
she didn't forget that she was not the only
one in pain.

We, who perhaps have much blunter
swords at our necks, should learn from her
exam}l)lle. Don't give up on caring. For there
is nothing in this world that can take away
our humanity other than our own decision.

of Arab nationalism and due to the conflict
that shook Palestine (then under the British
mandate), Jews were attacked and their
rights were violated on a massive scale.
The date of 30 November has special
significance since on November 29 1947
the UN General Assembly approved the

artition of Palestine and the creation of a

ewish state, which was immediately and
unanimously rejected by Arab nations. Thus,
the expulsion of Jews from Arab countries
was at first presented as a kind of revenge
for that decision.
In the immediate aftermath of the adoption of
the partition plan, pogroms were perpetrated
against Jews — on direct orders of the Arab
League — in Aden, which had 8,700 Jews in
194§u(there were 45,000 in total in Yemen)
and Syria's Aleppo, which boasted a 20,000-
strong Jewish community before the creation
of Israel.
Later, after Israel's victory over Arab armies
in the 1948 war, etched in the Palestinian
collective memory as the Nakba (the Arabic
for “catastrophe”), the expulsion was
reframed as an act of retaliation for Israel's
military victory.
In Morocco, the number of Jews shrank
from 286,000 in 1948 to 50,000 in 1968. In
early 2015, there were no more than 2,500.
In Algeria, the number went from 130.000
in 19%8 to 1,500 in 1968, whereas in Egypt
from 75,000 to less than 1,000 in the same
%eriod.

he UN General Assembly convened 197
times between 1946 and 2014 to discuss the
status of "Palestinian refugees", not once
mentioning the plight of Jewish refugees
from Arab countries.

Answers to Jewish 1Q Test
(ha (2 ¢ 3)b

Dec. 6th

Earliest Time for Tzitsit & Tefillin 6:04 am
Best Time for Shema Israel before 9:21 am

Shabbat Ends 5:17 pm
Earliest Time for Minchah 12:13 pm
Earliest Time for Arvit with Minyan 3:39 pm

Editor in Chief: David Kordvani; English Editor: Ephraim Aminoff; Persian Editor: Reuben Agadi; Co-Editor: Amir Kohan; Contributors: Rabbi Elyahoo Ben Haim, Rabbi Yosef Bitton and Nassim Bassalian
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ABRAHAM S. MAZLOUMI, ESQ. F
Attorney & Counselor at Law I
Asset Protection 5
Sophisticated Trust & Estate Planning
Tax Planning, Probate, Real Estate
Elder Law & Medicaid Planning
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