SHALOM WEEK

Miketz

TORAH PORTION OF THE WEEK

haraoh dreams of cows and sheaves and demands for

someone to interpret his dreams. The wine butler
remembers Joseph's ability to interpret dreams. They
bring Joseph from the jail. Pharaoh acknowledges the
truth of Joseph's interpretation (that there would be seven
good years followed by seven years of famine) and raises
Joseph to second-in-command of the whole country with
the mandate to prepare for the famine.
Ten of Joseph's brothers come to Egypt to buy food,
Joseph recognizes them, but they don't recognize him.
Joseph accuses them of being spies and puts them through
a series of machinations in order to get them to bring his
brother Benjamin to Egypt. Then Joseph frames Benjamin
for stealing his special wine goblet.

TORAH LESSON OF THE WEEK

haraoh likes Joseph's interpretation of his dream and then appoints
him to be in charge of Egypt's economy. The Torah states:

"And Pharaoh said to Joseph, 'after the Almighty has informed you
of all this, there is no one who is as understanding and wise as you' "
(Gen. 41:39).

How could Pharaoh trust Joseph whose resume listed his last two
positions as "convict" and "slave"?

Rabbi Chaim Shmuelevitz, the late head of the Mir Yeshiva, explained
that Pharaoh saw Joseph's extreme honesty when Joseph began by
saying that he had no power to interpret dreams on his own; that it was
entirely a gift from the Almighty. Joseph did not want to take credit
even for a moment. This total honesty in one minor point showed that
Joseph could be completely trusted.

Note that Pharaoh saw one minor positive point in Joseph's character
and extrapolated it to a larger scale. This should be our model in viewing
people. Keep finding minor strengths and good qualities in others and
then give the person positive feedback. This can help someone build a
positive self-image. The more a person sees himself as having positive
attributes, the more motivated he will be to utilize those strengths for
further growth.

Many people have a tendency to notice minor faults and weaknesses
in others and then keep telling them that they have major character
problems. More can be accomplished to help people by focusing on
the positive than harping on the negative ... especially if they have low
self-esteem.

Kislev 30, 5776 December12, 2015

HALACHOT SHABBAT & CHANUKAH CANDLES

very night we light Chanukah candles after sundown,

but on Friday we should light Chanukah candles
before we light Shabbat candles. This Friday the time to
light Shabbat candles is 4:09pm. Therefore we should light
the Chanukah candles a few minutes before that time. It is
recommended that you do not leave your house while the
candles are lit, to avoid any fire hazard!
Once Shabbat is over (5.17pm), at home you should first
recite Havdala and then you should light the Chanukah
candles. In the synagogue, for practical reasons, we first
light the Chanukah candles and then we recite Havdala.

TEST YOUR JEWISH I Q : CHANUKAH

1) The Maccabees and their descendants were also known as:
A. Judeans B. Hellenists C. Hasmoneans

2). What is the name of the courageous Jewish woman who
defied the Greeks and killed one of their generals?
A. Yehudit B. Devorah C. Miriam

3). Who is the Greek-Syrian leader that took

harsh steps to destroy Judaism?
A. Alexander the Great B. Antiochus Epiphan C. Julius Caesar
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TEMPTED TO
EAT A BIG MAC?

Ithough there are many aspects of

inner strength, Joseph's inner strength
was best exemplified with the temptation of
Potiphar's wife. Joseph was off in a foreign
country where he alone had a philosophy of
ethical monotheism. Potiphar's wife offered
him wealth to sleep with her, and the threat
of jail (possibly death) if he wouldn't.
Joseph had every possible reason to do the
transgression. No one from his home town
would have known. Yet he didn't give in.
When faced with a very difficult moral
challenge,Josephwasableto control himself.

THE WEDDING THAT MOVED
THE WORLD

hotos and videos of newlyweds

Sarah-Tehiya Litman and Ariel Beigel
celebrating their wedding in Jerusalem
continue to move the world to tears.
Litman’s father and brother were murdered
in a November 13 terrorist shooting attack
— just three days before the planned
nuptials.
Litman and Beigel had to postpone their
November 16 wedding so that Litman
could sit shiva for her father, Yaakov, and
her 18-year-old brother, Netanel.
When they announced the new November
26 date for their celebration, they said they
hoped “multitudes will come to make us
happy.” And that’s exactly what happened.
Sara Netanyahu, Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s wife, came to say mazal tov.
So did hundreds of other well-wishers who
had seen the couple’s open invitation on
social media that included the verse from
the Prophet Micah: “Do not rejoice over
me, my enemy, for I have fallen but I have
gotten up.
Jewish communities from Australia to
Canada, and Chabad Houses from across
the globe, sent representatives to the open
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BEST OF AISH HATORAH

It's not only a personal accomplishment, but
as an emissary of the Almighty, it reflects
on God as well. Maimonides refers to this
specifically as the greatest mitzvah possible
- sanctification of the name of God, in
Hebrew, "Kiddush Hashem."

It's easy for me not to eat at McDonald's.
Although I might enjoy a meal there, I can
certainly put something together from my
own kitchen that would taste better, be even
less expensive, and definitely be healthier.
There is no serious temptation for me to
eat non-kosher food when kosher is also a
pleasure for the palate, and I get what I need

ISRAEL IN THE NEWS

wedding.

“We join in the deep resolve of this couple
that terror not define our lives, and that
goodness and kindness and joy fight the
wave of darkness and despair that seems so
overwhelming,” said Rabbi Aaron Slonim,
executive director of the Rohr Chabad
Center for Jewish Student Life at the State
University of New York at Binghamton.
The wedding took place at the International
Convention Center in Jerusalem.

The US connection to Chanukah

1. A bust of Judah the Maccabee’s head is
displayed at West Point Military Academy,
along with those of Joshua, David,
Alexander the Great, Hector, Julius Caesar,
King Arthur, Charlemagne and Godfrey of
Bouillon — “the Nine Worthies.”

2.John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Patrick
Henry, Paul Revere, Thomas Paine and
the organizers of the Boston Tea Party
were referred to as “the modern day
Maccabees.”

3. According to the diary of Michael and
Louisa Hart, George Washington was
introduced to Chanukah in December
1777, at Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, facing
the superior British military. A Jewish
solider lit a Chanukah candle, explaining its

from it. It's a mitzvah to eat kosher, but not
necessarily a sanctification of God's name. It
doesn't take a whole lot of inner strength.
For someone else, not eating at McDonald's
might be that very point of challenge
that produces a Kiddush Hashem. Any
mitzvah that includes a strong temptation
on a variety of levels, when you pass the
challenge, includes another mitzvah of
greater proportion - Kiddush Hashem. In
other words, inner strength is associated
with a stronger bonding with the Infinite.
That bond with the Infinite allows you to
be a holy sieve, someone who can interpret
dreams.

significance: a conviction-driven, tactical
victory against all odds. Washington’s
replied: “I rejoice in the Maccabees’
success, though it is long past...It pleases
me to think that miracles still happen.” On
June 19, 1778, Washington implemented
the battle tactics of Judah the Maccabee,
defeating the British troops.

4.”In God We Trust” is a derivative of the
Maccabees’ battle cry, an adaptation of
Moses’ battle cry against the builders of the
Golden Calf: “Whoever trusts God; join
me!”

5.In1921, Justice Louis Brandeis stated: “As
part of the eternal worldwide struggle for
democracy, the struggle of the Maccabees
is of eternal worldwide interest....”

6.The US Postal Service has issued
Chanukah stamps, annually, since 1996.
7.In Billings, Montana on December 2,
1993, white supremacists broke windows of
Jewish homes that displayed the Chanukah
Menorah (an eight branched candelabra).
On the following morning, the Billings
Gazette printed a full-page Menorah,
which was pasted on the windows of over
10,000 residents in a show of solidarity.
The Billings’ Chanukah gesture has been
commemorated annually.

Answers to Jewish 1Q Test
1.C 2.A 3.B

Dec. 12th

Earliest Time for Tzitsit & Tefillin 6:15 am
Best Time for Shema Israel before 9:29 am

Shabbat Ends 5:17 pm
Earliest Time for Minchah 12:19 pm
Earliest Time for Arvit with Minyan 3:29 pm

Editor in Chief: David Kordvani; English Editor: Ephraim Aminoff; Persian Editor: Reuben Agadi; Co-Editor: Amir Kohan; Contributors: Rabbi Elyahoo Ben Haim, Rabbi Yosef Bitton and Nassim Bassalian
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ABRAHAM S. MAZLOUMI, ESQ.
Attorney & Counselor at Law ||
Asset Protection
Sophisticated Trust & Estate Planning
Tax Planning, Probate, Real Estate
Elder Law & Medicaid Planning
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