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TORAH PORTION OF THE WEEK

n the trip back to Canaan, Jacob meets his brother

Esau; Jacob wrestles with the angel. Then they
arrive in Shechem; Shechem, the son of Chamor the
Hivite, (heir to the town of Shechem) rapes Jacob's
daughter, Dina; Dina's brothers, Shimon and Levy,
massacre the men of Shechem; Rebecca (Rivka)
dies; God gives Jacob an additional name, "Israel,"
and reaffirms the blessing to Avraham that the land
of Canaan (Israel) will be given to his descendants;
Rachel dies after giving birth to Benjamin.
Jacob's 12 sons are listed; Isaac dies; Esau's lineage is
recorded as is that of Seir the Horite; and lastly ... the
succession of the Kings of Edom is chronicled.

TORAH LESSON OF THE WEEK

sau learns that Jacob is returning to the Land of

Israel; he sets out with an army to kill Jacob. Jacob
prays to the Almighty, "Save me from the hand of my
brother, from the hand of Esau" (Genesis 32:12). Jacob
has only one brother. Why did the Torah specify "from
the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau"?
The Torah is telling us by the repetition that when a
brother turns into an enemy, he becomes a much more
dangerous enemy than a stranger.
Tosafot, a commentary on the Talmud, adds that just
as a one-time beloved friend is the worst enemy, so too
when two enemies become friends it is the strongest of
friendships.
When you have difficulties in getting along with
someone, don't think that just because at present you
do not like each other it must last. On the contrary, if
you will be able to overcome the animosity between
you, the former negative feelings can be transformed
into extremely positive feelings.
We have seen countries which have fought bitter wars
against each other finally make peace and become close
allies (e.g. USA and Great Britain). This should serve
as a lesson for us in making peace with individuals who
have quarreled with us in the past.
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HALACHOT _ NAMING A NEWBORN BABY GIRL

he name-giving of the daughter —known in Sephardic
communities as Zebed haBat takes place usually during the
first Shabbat or within the first month after the birth of a girl.
As to the ceremony, there are many different traditions. According
to Siddur Bene Tzion (there are no talmudic sources for it):
1.The father is invited to the Torah and after he finishes his Aliya
a prayer is recited:
2. Before the prayer, the Chazan or the Rabbi recites a verse from
Shir haShirim (The Song of Songs 2:14) praising the pristine
beauty and the sweet voice of the baby girl. If she is the first girl
to be born in the family, another verse (6:9) is added, describing
her as a unique beautiful creature, the new Princess of the home.
3. Then, the name is given
“He Who blessed our mothers Sarah and Rivka, Rachel and Leah,
the prophetess Miriam, Avigayil and Queen Esther, the daughter
of Avichayil, may He bless this beloved girl and let her name in
Am Israel be known as:... . The blessing is then continued.
4. In many Sephardic communities the mother is says from her
seat the thanksgiving blessing (Birkat haGomel) .

TEST YOUR JEWISHIQ: TORAH

1-How old was Isaac when he died?
(a) 120  (b) 150 (c) 180

2- How was Amalek related to Esau?
(a) son (b) grandson (c) great - grandson

3- Who was Ben-Oni?
(a) Esau’s son (b) the angel who wrestled with Isaac
(c) Benjamin
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Joshua T Simone

Bichoupan I Moosazadeh families for the wedding of
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Moshe eI Anita Aziz for the Barmitzvah of
Jonathan
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The Path of Most Resistance

It is interesting that Islam means
submission to God, whereas Yisrael, the
name of the Jewish people, means quite the
opposite -- doing battle with God. Judaism
believes that we are not in this world to
be mindless robots. We are not here to
surrender our free will to an omnipotent
Being. On the contrary, we are here to be
independent of that Being. We are here to
struggle, to choose, to battle with ourselves
for an understanding of truth. And when
that truth is hard to accept, to battle even
with God himself.

When God tells Abraham that he is going

Abraham--1st Jewish Lawyer
In his latest sharp-witted work, the world’s

perhaps best-known Jewish lawyer
profiles the man he considers to the first-
ever Jewish lawyer: the biblical patriarch
Abraham.
Retired Harvard Law School professor
Alan M. Dershowitz, who has been called
“the nation’s most peripatetic civil liberties
lawyer” and one of its “most distinguished
defenders of individual rights,” on Oct. 6
came out with “Abraham: The World’s
First (But Certainly Not Last) Jewish
Lawyer.” The attorney and Israel advocate
says he has been working on the book for
essentially 70 of his 79 years.
“Abraham is the only biblical character
that starts his career arguing with God,”
Dershowitz explains, referring to Abraham’s
protest against God’s planned destruction
of the town of Sodom. In this narrative,
Abraham convinces God not to “sweep
away the righteous with the wicked.”
“What could be more appropriate for a
criminal lawyer?...I have taught about him
and thought about him, and finally, at the
age of 77, decided to write about him—
since that was about the age that Abraham
was when some of these adventures took
place,” says Dershowitz.
The book also profiles some of the leading
Jewish attorneys since Abraham, including
LouisBrandeis, TheodorHerzl, Rene Cassin,
Ruth Bader Ginsburg, and Irwin Cotler.
It highlights Dershowitz’s understanding
of why Jews are so prominent in the legal
field—“We’ve had a lot of practice, as a
people, in defending ourselves, but also

g ) ™

to destroy Sodom, Abraham fights to save
the city. When God tells Moses that He is
going to destroy the Jewish people, Moses
also fights. And it's not just, "Please God, be
nice and don't do it." It's, "How could You
call yourself ‘just' if you do such a thing?
Do You want the Egyptians to say that
You brought the Jews out of Egypt for evil
purposes -- so that You could destroy them
in the desert?!" It's a serious argument.

The bottom line is that standing up for
what you believe to be right means even
standing up to God if you believe He's
doing something wrong. It means taking a
stand, even if no one, not even God himself,

defending others,” Ee says—and candidly

elucidates the author’s four decades as a
practicing lawyer.
“I argue with federal judges all the time
who think they’re God,” says Dershowitz.
Democrats and Republicans
Unite Against EU Labeling of
Israeli Products

Senators Ted Cruz and Kirsten Gillibrand
sent a bipartisan letter to Federica Mogherini,
vice president of the European Commission
on Monday, voicing concerns over a
recent European Union decision to move
forward with new guidelines to label Israeli
manufactured products imported to Europe.
The letter, signed by 36 Senators across both
sides of the aisle, follows a similar letter sent
from the Congress by Rep. Doug Lamborn
of Colorado on Thursday, November 5. The
letter had a similar number of signatories
and supporters from both Democrats and
Republicans alike.

“I thought that Congress should send
this letter, because if our allies in Europe
implement these guidelines they will
undermine American policy,”says
Congressman Doug Lamborn

“It’s unbelievable that the EU would even
considersuchsteps,”addedthe Congressman.
“It would be an understatement to say that
this is discriminatory. Israel has made so
many concessions toward the Palestinian
leadership. In return all they received was
violence and the launching of diplomatic
war against Israel in the UN, the EU and
elsewhere.”

First all Kosher Food Store in a

US airport

is standing with you. It takes a great deal of
courage to do this, and it's so much easier
to have a religion in which God does the
telling and you do the doing -- no questions
asked.

If it's the simple life you are looking for,
then don't even dream of Judaism. It's the
path of most resistance. If you're looking
to be a zombie, look elsewhere. Judaism
wants you to think for yourself and stand
by what you know. It's difficult and it's
challenging -- but it's the most effective
path to spiritual enlightenment. The path
of most resistance... but equally that of
deepest accomplishment.

The first all-kosher market in a US airport has
just opened at Newark Liberty International
(EWR). Although up until now, it had been
possible to grab pre-packaged prepared kosher
fare near the departure gates at a number of
different airports, this is the first time that an
entire shop is exclusively dedicated to kosher
food.

According to YeahThatsKosher, an online
kosher and travel guide,CIBO Express
Gourmet Markets announced yesterday that it
had opened The Kosher Market at the Newark
airport’s Terminal C3 near gate 139. CIBO,
which has more than 100 outlets spread across
11 different major airports, is working with
its existing kosher partner Fresko, to stock the
all-kosher market at EWR.

Fresko’s LongIsland City, New York operation
is reportedly supplying the market with more
than 60 freshly prepared “Grab ‘n Go” items,
from sandwiches to wraps to salads. Snacks
and sweets will also be available, including a
selection of cookies and brownies.

With the large number of Orthodox Jewish
passengers that fly from Newark to Israel
and other destinations, there is a market for
food with stringent kosher certification. (All
Fresko products are certified kosher by the
Star-K. All dairy products are certified cholov
yisroel, and all breads are pas yisroel.)
Kosher eaters flying out of New York’s
other ports of embarkation, can find kosher
food provided by either Fresko or Yummy
Sandwich at shops and stands spread
throughout LaGuardia Airport (LGA) and
John F. Kennedy International Airport
(JFK?. It has been estimated that at least
1 million of the 53 million travellers who
pass annually through JFK are kosher food
consumers.

Answers to Jewish 1Q Test
(e 2 b 3)c

Nov. 29 th

Earliest Time for Tzitsit & Tefillin 5:54 am
Best Time for Shema Israel before 9:13 am

Shabbat Ends 5:18 pm
Earliest Time for Minchah 12:10 pm
Earliest Time for Arvit with Minyan 3:32 pm

Editor in Chief: David Kordvani; English Editor: Ephraim Aminoff; Persian Editor: Reuben Agadi; Co-Editor: Amir Kohan; Contributors: Rabbi Elyahoo Ben Haim, Rabbi Yosef Bitton and Nassim Bassalian
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ABRAHAM S. MAZLOUMI, ESQ. F
Attorney & Counselor at Law I
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175 East Shore Road, Great Neck, NY 11023
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