SHALOM WEEK

T Vayetze

TORAH PORTION OF THE WEEK

his week we have the trials and tribulations of Jacob

living with and working for his father-in-law, Laban.
Jacob agreed to work as a shepherd 7 years for Rachel only
to have Laban switch daughters on him at the marriage
ceremony. (This is why we have the bedekin, the lifting of
the veil, at traditional weddings - to ensure one is marrying
the right bride.)
As Jacob tries to build his equity, Laban changes their
agreement time after time. After 20 years, the Almighty
tells Jacob the time has come to return to the land of
Canaan. Jacob and his household secretly leave only to be
pursued by Laban who has claims to put forth. The story
ends with peace and blessings between Jacob and Laban.

TORAH LESSON OF THE WEEK
The Torah states:

"And Leah conceived and gave birth to a son and she called his
name Reuven, because she said the Almighty has seen my affliction,
for now my husband will love me. And she conceived again and she
gave birth to a son. And she said, for the Almighty has heard that I
am hated, and he gave me also this. And she called his name Shimon"
(Genesis 29:32,33).

What differences do we see in these two verses on how the Almighty
perceived Leah's plight? What do we learn from this?

In the first verse, the Almighty saw Leah's affliction. In the second
verse, the Almighty heard that she is hated.

Since we have a mitzvah (commandment) to emulate the Almighty, we
need to learn from here to become more sensitive to the emotional pain
of others however they express it. People express their pain through
words and through variations in their facial expressions and body
language.

To hear someone's pain, be aware of both the content and the tone of
voice of another person. The more perceptive you become, the more
you will notice slight nuances in tone of voice that reflect painful
feelings.

Also, learn to see someone's pain even if he does not express it
verbally. Be aware of slight changes in a person's facial expression,
skin color, breathing rate, muscle tone that serves as an announcement
of emotional suffering. The more you are able to notice pain, the more
chesed (kindness) you will be able to do.

Kislev 9, 5776 November 21, 2015

HALACHOT _ SHABBAT AND ALARMS

t is permitted to set an alarm system on a private residence

which will operate on Shabbat, especially when there is a
real possibility of life threatening situations.
The alarm system must be activated before Shabbat begins.
If possible, one should by-pass one of the doors to be used
by the family (some people would recommend to by-pass
the front door, which ironically is less used by burglars to
break in) and leave all other doors and windows 'activated'.
If this cannot be done, please consult a rabbi how to set the
alarm system.
When the alarm is activated, there are motion sensors,
typically located close to the ceiling, which some people
cover or deactivate before Shabbat begins. In any case, it is
not forbidden to walk though those sensors, although small
led lights are activated by the motion of family members
inside the house (pesik resheh derabanan dela nicha leh).
If the alarm accidentally goes off on Shabbat, and won't stop
by itself, one should try to have a gentile to turn it off. If
that is not possible, it would be permitted for a Jew to shut
off the alarm, because 1. the noise is disturbing the entire
neighborhood, and it could affect sick people, etc. and 2.
preventing or stopping the flow of electrical current is not
Biblical -deoraiita- prohibition, (adapted from Practical laws
of Shabbat, I, 335).

TEST YOUR JEWISHIQ: TORAH

1_ What was the name of Leah’s 2nd son?
(a) Shimon (b) Judah (c) Levi

2_ What is the root meaning of the name Yoseph?
(a) Miracle (b) Another (c) Yearning

3_ In total, how many years did Jacob work for Lavan?
@7 (b)14 (c)20
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Benny & Caroline Hematian for
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Understanding the Angels
acob encounters angels in several places,
for example during his ladder dream

(Genesis 28:12), and again in Genesis
31:10 and 32:2. It seems that more than
anyone else in the Bible, Jacob has a special
affinity for "angel contact."

What's an angel?

In English the expression "You're an angel,"
is always used in a positive sense. It seems
many people are under the impression
that the spiritual realm is only good. Yet
an angel was sent to destroy Sodom. And
we're all familiar with the famous "bad"
angel called Satan. So we see that angels
can do both "good" and "bad."

The Hebrew word for angel is malach,
which actually can also mean a messenger,

g ) ™

even a non-angel. An angel 1s merely a
messenger of the Almighty; sometimes
the messenger is sent to do something
positive, sometimes it's sent to carry out a
punishment or negative consequence, and
sometimes it's sent to test a person.

Free will is the main thing that separates
mankind from angels, and makes us more
like God. Angels are bound to do God's
will and can do nothing else. Even Satan,
the angel created to test us with moral
challenges, is only doing exactly what
the Almighty wants him to do. He is a
messenger.

Angels are absorbed in the spiritual realm.
They have form without physicality. They
are pure conduits for the Infinite to have an
influence in our realm. God doesn't "need"

ISRAEL IN THE NEWS

them, but he uses them to bridge the gap
between the finite and the Infinite.

If you look up at the heavens at night, you
will see more stars than you can count. The
stars are an analogy to angels. There are
more than you can count. Each angel has a
job to do and there is a hierarchy amongst
all of them, with categories of angels in
higher and lower positions.

Jewish tradition has numerous accounts of
people having the ability to coerce different
angels to do their bidding. Sometimes it's
because the person was so holy that he was
given this ability by God, as it says in Pirkei
Avot, "Do His will, and He will do yours."
If you follow the will of the Infinite in your
life, you have the special merit of having
God put His angels at your call.

36 AMAZING FACTS ABOUT ISRAEL

. There are over 100 sushi restaurants in Tel Aviv...

2. ...making it the city with the most sushi restaurants per capita
after Tokyo and NYC.
3. Israel has the third highest rate of entrepreneurship in the
world.
4. It has the highest rate of entrepreneurship among women and
people over 55 in the world.
6. Israeli banknotes have braille markings on them.
7. Israel won the Eurovision song competition three times.
8. Israelis consume the third most amount of vegetables and sweets
in the world.
9.When Golda Meir became prime minister of Israel in 1969, she
was only the third woman elected to lead a country in the modern
world.
10.. Israel has 137 official beaches (but only 273 km of coastline).
11. In regards to its population, Israel has the highest ratio of
college degrees.
12. The same goes for the ratio of its museums...
13.. ...and startup companies!
14. Motorola developed the cell phone in Israel.
15. Voicemail technology was developed in Israel.
16. The first antivirus software for computers was created in Israel
in 1979.
17. Israel published more books translated from other languages
than any other nation in the world.
18. The city of Beersheba has the highest number of chess
grandmasters per capita in the world.
19. Only two countries began the 21st century with a net gain in
their number of trees; Israel was one of them.
20. Haifa, Israel has one of the smallest subway systems in the
world with a 1.8-km track and only four carriages.

21. Israel is one of only three democracies in the world without a
codified constitution. The other two are New Zealand and Britain.
22. The Sea of Galilee — located .212 km below sea level — is the
lowest freshwater lake in the world (and the largest in Israel).

23. The Dead Sea is the lowest place on Earth.

24. People can easily float in the Dead Sea due to its unusually
high salt concentration. It’s almost impossible to dive into it.

25. Israel is the only country to revive an unspoken language and
establish it as its national tongue.

26. Jerusalem’s Mount of Olives is the world’s oldest continuously
used cemetery.

27. E1 Al, Israel’s national airline, set the world record for the most
passengers on a commercial flight.

28. The world’s largest pepper was grown in Isracl’s Moshav Ein
Yahav, as recorded by The Guinness Book of World Records in
2013.

29. Life expectancy at birth in Israel is at 82 years (two years more
than the OECD average).

30. Heart tissue regeneration is possible in the U.S. thanks to Israeli
stem-cell technology.

31. Israel is one of only nine countries in the world that can launch
its own satellites into space.

32. AOL Instant Messaging was designed by an Israeli software
company.

33. More than 44% of all lawyers registered in Israel are women.
34. Israel chose its first woman president of the Supreme Court,
Dorit Beinisch, who served from 2006-2012.

35. Israel has the world’s second highest per capita of new books.
36. Last Valentine’s Day, 60 million Israeli flowers were sent to
Europe for sale

Answers to Jewish 1Q Test
(ha 2 b 3)c

Earliest Time for Tzitsit & Tefillin 5:50 am
Best Time for Shema Israel before 9:11 am

Nov. 22 nd Shabbat Ends 5:22 pm
Earliest Time for Minchah 12:09 pm

Earliest Time for Arvit with Minyan 3:34 pm

Editor in Chief: David Kordvani; English Editor: Ephraim Aminoff; Persian Editor: Reuben Agadi; Co-Editor: Amir Kohan; Contributors: Rabbi Elyahoo Ben Haim, Rabbi Yosef Bitton and Nassim Bassalian
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ABRAHAM S. MAZLOUMI, ESQ. F
Attorney & Counselor at Law I
Asset Protection 5
Sophisticated Trust & Estate Planning
Tax Planning, Probate, Real Estate
Elder Law & Medicaid Planning
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