SHALOM WEEK

Chaye Sarah  cCheshvan 25, 5776 November 7, 2015

TORAH PORTION OF THE WEEK Halachot Lighting Shabbat candles in a Hotel.

Sarah dies at the age of 127. Avraham purchases a burial hen we eat in the Hotel's dinine room and we slee
place for her in Hebron in the cave of Ma'arat HaMachpela. in our own room. we need to h%ve a candle in botlE
Avraham sends his servant, Eliezer, back to the "old country," Rabbi Obadia Yosef clarifies that if the Hotel does not
his birthplace Charan, to find a wife for Yitzhak (Isaac). allow to have a candle lit in the room, for safety reasons,
Eliezer makes what appear to be very strange conditions for one should 1e.aVe an electricalilight lit, and before turning it
the matrimonial candidate to fulfill in order to qualify for J thea;blfossiﬁg Sﬁg}ﬂf}sbﬁiﬁf' room. while there is an
Yitzhak. Rivka (Rebecca) unknowingly meets the conditions. oblgation to have candles lit t%ere th,er\:avis no "personal”
Eliezer succeeds in getting familial approval, though they obligation to light a candle in the,dining room. In other
were not too keen about Rivka leaving her native land. words, if someone else already lit a candle in the dining
Avraham marries Keturah and fathers six more sons. He room, there is not need for me or my wife to light another
sends them east (with the secrets of mysticism) before he candle. : : .
dies at 175. Yitzhak and Ishmael bury Avraham near Sarah Hovgle e tllf ng-e one still :}Vlamstﬁo light ?ffa ddlt]ona}
in the Ma'arat HaMachpela, the cave Avraham purchased in ?)?)rilnignlr‘lbetv?feelrrln?hge rg(églﬁard?néndefsllli;a;i ‘radition
Hebron to bury Sarah. The portion ends with the listing of Sephardim do not say a berakha for lighting an additional
Ishmael's 12 sons and Ishmael dying at age 137. candle because it is considered an unnecessary berakha.

While the Ashkenazi tradition holds that one should recite
TORAH LESSON OF THE WEEK

the berakha on an additional candle , because it adds to the
The Torah states:

#5

splendor and enjoyment of Shabbat.

TEST YOUR JEWISHIQ: AVRAHAM

1- How many sons did Avraham have ?
@2 d6 (¢)8
2- How old was Yitzhak when his mother,
Sarah, passed away?
()17 (b)37 (c)47
3- How many silver shekels did Avraham pay for the
cave of Machpelah?
(a) 400 (b) 1,400 (c) 4,000

"He (Isaac) married Rebecca, she became his wife, and he loved her (Gen.
24:67).
Why does the Torah relate that first she became his wife and then tell us that
he loved her?
What often passes for "love" in western civilization is either blind passion,
or at best, self-love. Neither of these are a basis for an enduring relationship.
Passion dissipates fairly soon and self-love may be rather easily frustrated.
There is no wonder that the divorce rate is 40% or higher!
The dynamics of a couple "falling in love" is like this: The man sees in this

woman a person who he feels can satisfy his emotional needs, and she sees in
this man someone who can satisfy her emotional needs. This would seem to
be the ideal basis for a lasting relationship, but note -- the man is motivated
primarily by his personal interests, and the woman is motivated primarily by
her personal interests.

Although, they profess love for each other, the reality is that they each love
themselves, and the other is but someone whom they expect will please them.
Should anything occur -- the other partner is not pleasing them as they had
expected, or if they meet someone who they think can better please them -- the
relationship is at risk of falling apart.

In a traditional Jewish marriage, the basis for marriage was the responsibility
to establish a family to whom the couple could transmit our heritage. Certainly,
the relationship was to provide satisfaction for both partners. However, if the
level of satisfaction was not what each might have wished, the basis of the
relationship was not weakened, and agreement could more easily be reached.
There was a common goal and purpose to the marriage rather that self-seeking
interests. This enables the development of a more mature love.

That is why the Torah tells us this order. The love develops after she became
his wife. Two people dedicated to a goal, to each other, to the marriage will
focus on the good in each other and experience love.

QUOTES of the WEEK

In Israel, in order to be a realist you must
believe in miracles.
David Ben-Gurion

Example isn't another way to teach, it is the
only way to teach.
Albert Einstein

It is better not to give charity than to give it in
public, with embarrassment for the recipient.
Talmud

The more charity, the more peace.
Talmud, Pirke Avot
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Greatest Test of All

t the beginning of Parshat Chayei Sarah,

we find Abraham in an extremely
difficult situation. He has just gone through
the enormous stress of binding his son Isaac
on the altar, followed by the emotional
release of God's instruction not to go through
with it in the end!
To compound his stress, Abraham returns
home to find that his beloved wife Sarah has
passed away. And on top of it all, Abraham
now has to buy a gravesite from a man named
Efron, who takes advantage of Abraham and
charges an exorbitant price.

CHABAD NOW OPERATES IN
86 COUNTRIES
he annual global conference of Chabad
emissaries, or shluchim, will begin
this week in New York City. About 3,500
shluchim are expected to take part, and to
discuss matters at the center of Jewish life
worldwide.
Ahead of the conference, the World
Headquarters for Chabad shluchim has
provided some numbers regarding this
ever-growing unique mechanism, which
was put in motion by the late Lubavicher
Rebbe, in order to provide warm corners of
hospitality for Jews all over the globe.
The total number of Chabad shluchim
worldwide is currently at 4,325, and
they operate in 86 countries, in about
3,500 Chabad Houses and other Jewish
institutions.
In the US and Canada alone, there are 960
active Chabad centers. Chabadalso operates
more Jewish congregations than any other
body in North America, and their number
is rising.
The Chabad network has spread to new
countries, and as of this year includes
Angola, Ghana, the Virgin Islands and
Jamaica.
In Israel, there are no less than 332 Chabad
Houses, operated by some 600 shluchim.
According to Rabbi Moshe Kotlersky,
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BEST OF AISH HATORAH
This 1s the epitome of a "bad day." And

Abraham has every excuse in the world to
be aggravated, to lose patience, and to lash
out at Efron.

But Abraham - the expert in kindness -
treats Efron with all the honor and dignity.
Abraham understood that just because you're
in pain, it doesn't give you the right to make
the other person suffer.

The Talmud says that God gave Abraham 10
tests of character. It is generally understood
that these tests were all designed to go

ISRAEL IN THE NEWS

Chairman of the Worldwide Shluchim
Conference, "Chabad currently spearheads
the development of Jewish lifeworldwide,
through continuous activity with children,
youths and adults. In many places, Chabad
shluchim are the sole Jewish voice in their
region, and this makes them ambassadors of
Judaism in the face of the recent awakening
of anti-Semitism and hostility to Israel.
"Chabad shluchim see importance in
instilling Jewish pride, along with the
providing of information to students and
the general Jewish public, to strengthen
their ability to withstand the attacks against
them.

Israeli wins kickboxing world
championships

Israeli kickboxer Nili Block won the
Kickboxing World Championships in
Belgrade, Serbia on Saturday, after
defeating her Croatian opponent in the
finals of the women’s under 60kg category.
Block’s coach, Beny Cogan, told Ynet, “It
was a tough fight to the end; Nili lead on
points and kept the advantage even though
the Croatian pressured her.”

“We are all happy and proud of Nili’s
win, (she) represented us well," said Israel
Kickboxing Federation Chairperson Hani
Sachs. "We ran into difficult opponents
this time and I’d like to thank all of the

againstAbraham's natural inclination toward
kindness - in order to strengthen his "weaker
side" of strictness. Thus the ultimate test
was the antithesis of kindness, the binding
of Isaac.

But one commentator, Rabbeinu Yona, says
that buying the gravesite from Efron - where
Abraham reached super-human heights
of patience and kindness - was actually
Abraham's greatest test of all.

The idea is that to become a truly great
person, besides working on our weak
areas, we mustn't forget to build our unique
strengths, too.

team members for the way they functioned
during the competition. I’'m sure we’ll
continue to reach achievements in coming
competitions as well.”

Housing market has cooled in
Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, but
surged in northern Israel.

The real estate market took a downturn in
the Jerusalem and Tel Aviv areas, while
purchases of apartments surged in northern
Israel and the market in luxury apartments
for investors took a downturn. These
trends were featured in a real estate survey
published by Minister of Finance chief

economist Yoel Naveh.

Purchases of first apartments dipped by a
moderate 4% in August. In a breakdown
by areas, Jerusalem stood out with a 14%
drop in these purchases, following a similar
decrease in July. At the same time, the
prices of apartments purchased by young
couples in this area slid by an average of
10%. Noteworthy is that fact that the period
involved preceded the recent wave of
terrorist attacks, many of which took place
in the Jerusalem area.

Answers to Jewish 1Q Test
(e 2 b 3) a

Nov. 8th

Earliest Time for Tzitsit & Tefillin 5:35 am
Best Time for Shema Israel before 9:02 am

Shabbat Ends 5:34 pm
Earliest Time for Minchah 12:08 pm
Earliest Time for Arvit with Minyan 3:45 pm

Editor in Chief: David Kordvani; English Editor: Ephraim Aminoff; Persian Editor: Reuben Agadi; Co-Editor: Amir Kohan; Contributors: Rabbi Elyahoo Ben Haim, Rabbi Yosef Bitton and Nassim Bassalian
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