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TORAH PORTION OF THE WEEK

his week's portion includes: Bringing to the Temple as an

offering the first fruits of the Seven Species special to the
Land of Israel, declaration of tithes, the Almighty designating
the Jewish people as His treasured people (Deut. 26:16 -19),
the command to set up in the Jordan River and then on Mount
Ebal large stones which had the Torah written upon them in
70 languages, the command to have a public ratification of the
acceptance of the Law from Mount Gerizim and Mount Ebal;
the Torah then sets forth the blessings for following the Law
and the curses for not following it, and concludes with Moshe's
final discourse. Verse 28:46 tells us the importance of serving
the Almighty with "joy and a good heart." The last verse of the
portion instructs us "You shall fulfill the words of this covenant
and do them so that you will succeed in all that you do!"

TORAH LESSON OF THE WEEK

In relating the consequences for not following the Almighty's
commandments, the Torah states:

"Your life shall hang in doubt before you, and you
shall fear night and day, and you will not be sure of your
livelihood" (Deut. 28:66)

What is the meaning of this verse?

The Talmud (Menachos 103b) explains that the verse refers to
the pain and suffering of worrying about the future. "Your life
shall hang in doubt before you" refers to someone who does not
own land and buys a year's supply of grain each year. Though
he has grain for this year, he worries about next year. The
second level, "You shall fear night and day" refers to someone
who buys grain once a week. He is in a worse situation; he has
to find new grain every week. The most severe level, "you will
not be sure of your livelihood" refers to someone who has to
buy bread every day. He constantly has what to worry about.
Rabbi Chaim Shmuelevitz, the former head of the famed
Mir Yeshiva, frequently cited this statement of the Sages and
pointed out that a person creates his own mental torture by
his own thoughts. If you have enough food for today and you
appreciate what you have, you are a fortunate person. You
will live a happy life. If you keep worrying about the future,
you will never have peace of mind. Even if you have enough
to eat for the entire year, you can easily destroy the quality
of your life by keeping your mind focused on all that can go
wrong next year. Regardless of what will be next year, you are
causing yourself suffering right now.

Learn to have mental self-discipline. Don't dwell on what
you are missing unless it can lead to constructive planning.
Why cause yourself unnecessary pain and anguish when you
can choose to keep your thoughts on what you do have in the
present? If you are a worrier, the best thing you can do for
yourself is to train yourself to be the master of your thoughts.
Even if you never gain complete control, whatever control you
do have is a blessing!

Ki Tavo

Elul 21, 5775 - September 5, 2015

HALACHOT

Do women have the same obligation as men
regarding the Mitzvah of Shofar?

Men are obligated to listen to the Shofar following a Biblical

commandment (yom teru’a yihie lachem). Although women
are formally exempted from any time-bound positive Mitzva,
in practical terms when it comes to the Shofar there is virtually
no difference between the two genders. Why? Because in most
communities women are very careful to attend Synagogue and
listen to the Shofar on Rosh Hashana.
Remember that besides the formal fulfillment of this important
commandment, the voice of the Shofar “wakes us up from our
spiritual lethargy” and help us to repent and improve our actions.
That is a message that both, men and women, need to hear in these
days of Teshuva. It is therefore highly meritorious for women to
attend Synagogue, listen to the Shofar, be inspired by its voice,
repent and do Teshuva.

TESTYOUR JEWISHIQ: ROSH HASHANA

1-How many blasts of the shofar are sounded on
Rosh Hashana in synagogues?
a-36 b-72 c- 100

2- How many times is Hallel said on Rosh Hashana?
a-0 b-1 c-2

3- How many times is the word “shofar”
mentioned in the Bible.
a-18 b-36 c-72

MAZAL TOVS

Joey &I Chloe Cohen for the birth of a girl

Mordechai eI Benjamin families for
the wedding of Stephanie I Yaakov

Kalatizadeh T Tehrani families for
the wedding of Elinor <L Amram

Ramin & Tirana Gorjian for the Barmitzvah of Josh

Simcha I Sandy Siouni for the Barmitzvah of Eliyahu

THIS ISSUE WAS DONATED BY

Solomon & Orly Cohen

and family in honour of

the birth of their granddaughter, Scarlett Naomi Orly Cohen.
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World Without Consequences

In this week's Torah portion G-d discusses
in graphic terms what will befall the Jewish

people if they do not listen to his commands.

Disease, war, exile and famine - to the point

where a parent will eat the flesh of his own

child's body and be unwilling to share it with

the rest of his family! (Deut. 28:53-55)

It's really nasty stuff, and the sad thing

is that everything written in this week's

portion has occurred multiple times in

Jewish history.

So what's G-d up to? Why so much pain?

Why so much brutality?

Why do we complain about consequences,

when a life without consequences would be

our worst nightmare?

Maccabi Tel Aviv qualifies for
Champions League
accabi Tel-Aviv qualified for the
UEFA's Champions League after
a one-all draw against Swiss club FC
Basel saw the Israeli hosts progress on
the away goals rule, the tie finishing
3-3 on aggregate.
Playmaker Eran Zahavi, who was a
thorn in Basel's side throughout the
tie, netted all three goals for the Israeli
champions.
Basel, who reached the round of 16 last
season, were seen as the firm favorites
in the tie.
Having already played in club football's
most  prestigious and lucrative
competition in the 2004-5 season,
Maccabi thus gets another chance
to prove its mettle against European
powerhouses  including  Chelsea,
Manchester United, Manchester City,
Real Madrid and the current holders
Barcelona.
It will now play six games in the group
stage; two sides out of a group of four
get to progress to the last 16 round. In
Maccabi's group are Chelsea,Dynamo
Kiev and Porto.

Second Temple stairs discovered
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BEST OF AISH HATORAH
Let's 1magine, for a moment, a world

without consequences. I can get up as late
as I like and not get fired from my job. In
fact, I don't even need to show up at all and
my big fat salary will still be automatically
deposited every month in my bank account.
I can spend what and when I like, without
ever running out of money. I can have
relationships outside of my marriage, but
it won't affect how I feel about my spouse
or vice versa. I can cross the street without
looking, drive 100 miles an hour, drive
when I've drunk a keg of beer - and nothing
bad will happen to me or anyone else for
that matter.

Would we really crave such an existence?

ISRAEL IN THE NEWS

A pyramid-like flight of stairs built
2,000 years ago and apparently used
by pilgrims to the Second Temple was
recently discovered in Jerusalem's City
of David National Park.

The stairs lead to a unique podium
unlike any discovered previously.
The find was made by the Antiquities
Authority in cooperation with the
Nature and Parks Authority and the Ir
David Foundation.

The structure, which is made of hewn
stone, is located at the side of a graded
road from the Second Temple era, and
appears to have been used by pilgrims
going from the Pool of Siloam to the
temple.

Part of the road, which is made of
huge stone slabs, was already exposed
in the past and apparently passes over
an ancient drainage canal that drained
rainwater and was fully excavated
several years ago.

The road was built in the fourth decade
of the first century CE, and was one
of the largest building projects in
Jerusalem in that era. It was discovered
underneath ruins that contained artifacts

An existence in which our decisions make
no difference to how our lives turn out? No.
Without consequences, life would be empty
and utterly meaningless. Quite simply,
consequences make life worth living.
Consequences for not keeping the Torah
also help to make it meaningful. If I have
spent my whole life striving to be a good
person, and G-d sat me next to Adolf Hitler
in Heaven, it would make a mockery of my
achievements. Equally, if I'd wasted my life
and God put me with Moses, I would feel
like a fraud.

We want consequences. We embrace
consequences. it is the response of G-d Who
wishes to help us live meaningful lives.

from the time of the Great Revolt
against the Romans, which led to the
destruction of Jerusalem in 70 CE.
Dozens of complete pottery vessels,
stone tools, and glassware were found at
the base of the staircase. "The structure
exposed next to the road is singular,"”
archaeologists Nahshon Zenton and Dr.
Joe Uziel, directors of the dig, agreed.
"We have never found anything like it
in the many digs that have occurred in
Jerusalem, and as far as we know even
outside of Jerusalem, and because of
that it's difficult to state its purpose
with certainty."”

The archaeologists said they believed
the structure served as a podium to help
draw the attention of passersby. "It's
interesting to ask what was announced
here — were messages from the
government declared? Perhaps news
and juicy gossip, or rebukes and street
classes?"

Nineteenth-century  British  archae-
ologists Frederick Bliss and Archibald
Dickie discovered part of the structure
a century ago, but thought it was the
entrance to the destroyed temple

Answers to Jewish IQ Test
1-c 2-a 3-c

September 6th

Earliest Time for Tzitsit & Tefillin 5:32 am
Best Time for Shema Israel before 9:40 am

Shabbat Ends 8:10 pm
Earliest Time for Minchah 1:25 pm
Earliest Time for Arvit with Minyan 5:59 pm

Editor in Chief: David Kordvani; English Editor: Ephraim Aminoff; Persian Editor: Reuben Agadi; Co-Editor: Amir Kohan; Contributors: Rabbi Elyahoo Ben Haim, Rabbi Yosef Bitton and Nassim Bassalian
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ABRAHAM S. MAZLOUMI, ESQ.
Attorney & Counselor at Law
Asset Protection
Sophisticated Trust & Estate Planning
Tax Planning, Probate, Real Estate
Elder Law & Medicaid Planning

U

b
MAZLOUMI LAW
NEW YORK T

175 East Shore Road, Great Neck, NY 11023
Office (516) 466-Plan (7526) Mobile (516) 986-Plan (7526)
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The Shalom Week Editors wish a Happy Anniversary to the

Mashadi couples whose wedding photos are from the
Mashadi Wedding Album.
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