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TORAH PORTION OF THE WEEK

opics in this week's portion include: Judges and

Justice, "Sacred Trees and Pillars,” Blemished
Sacrifice, Penalties for Idolatry, The Supreme Court, The
King, Levitical Priests, Priestly Portions, Special Service,
Divination and Prophecy, Cities of Refuge, Murder,
Preserving Boundaries, Conspiring Witnesses, Preparing
for War, Taking Captives, Conducting a Siege and the
Case of the Unsolved Murder.
Thisweekwehavethe famousadmonition: "Righteousness,
Righteousness shall you pursue, so that you will live and
possess the Land that the Almighty your God, gives you"
(Deut. 16:20).

TORAH LESSON OF THE WEEK

he Torah states:
T "You shall (trust) wholeheartedly in the Almighty, your
God" (Deuteronomy 18:13).
We are enjoined to trust in God, but to what degree do we
have an obligation to make a normal human effort and what is
considered a lack of trust in God?
Having trust in the Almighty will give a person peace of mind
and serenity. However, one should never use a claim of trust
in the Almighty to condone laziness or rash behavior. There is
a thin line between the virtue of trusting in God and the fault
of carelessness and lack of taking responsibility.
The story is told of a man who lived by a river. A policeman
warns him to evacuate because of a flood warning. The man
rejects the offer and says, "I have perfect trust in the Almighty
to save me." As the water rises, a person in a boat offers to take
him to safety. The man again replies with his proclamation
of trust and refuses the ride. Finally, as the man is sitting on
his roof, a helicopter comes to rescue him; again the man
proclaims his trust and refuses the rescue. The water rises,
the man drowns and is finally standing in judgment before the
Almighty. "God, I had perfect trust in you -- how could you
let me down?" The Almighty replies, "But, my son, I sent the
policeman, the boat and the helicopter!"

Shoftim

Elul 7, 5775 - August 22, 2015

HALACHOT - SELICHOT

uring the entire month of Elul the Ashkenazim and most

Sephardim have the custom to blow the Shofar. The
Ashkenazim blow the Shofar at the end of Shacharit. Our custom
is to blow the Shofar at the end of Selichot prayers, right before
Shacharit .
The goal of Selichot is to prepare ourselves spiritually for the
process of Teshuba (introspection, repentance) which will
culminate in Yom Kippur. Imagine Yom Kippur as a spiritual
marathon: a whole day consecrated exclusively to Teshuva. No
one will run the marathon without previous training. You have to
prepare months in advance to be in a good shape and endure the
tremendous physical effort required in the 26.2 miles Marathon.
Similarly, if we want to be able to focus in the sophisticated mental
and spiritual process of Teshuva for a whole day we cannot come
unprepared. We need an intense training, for which the Selichot is
the essential part.

TEST YOUR JEWISHIQ : POPULATION

What is the Jewish population of the following states?

1-Texas
a-60,000 b- 100,000 ¢-160,000

2-Massachusets
a-275,000 b-375,000 c-475,000

3-New Jersey
a-320,000 b-520,000 c-720,000

QUOTES OF THE WEEK

What is lofty can be said in any language,
and what is mean should be said in none
Press your lips together:
don't be in a hurry to answer.

A bird you set free you may catch again,
but a word that escapes your lips will not return.
The man who slanders hurts three people:
the man slandered, the man to whom the slander

is uttered---and himself.
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King of Israel

uch of this week's Torah portion, Shoftim,

describes the role and responsibilities of
a king of Israel. In today's age of democracy,
the idea of "kingship" may sound ancient and
oppressive.
But unlike other monarchs, the king of Israel
has his power limited by the Torah: He may not
amass money and horses, and he is restricted
from marrying a large number of wives.
Moreover, he is to carry a small copy of the
Torah with him at all times to remind himself of
his obligations.
Given all these rules, says the Vilna Gaon, it
is not surprising that a person can be forced
into becoming king. At first glance, one might
question why anyone would decline the chance
to be king -given all the expectations of honor,

Temperatures rise as Israel

experiences 3rd heat wave of the year

he intense heat wave that has engulfed

Israel over the past few weeks refused to
relent on Sunday, as 44 degrees Celsius (111
F) were noted in Sde Eliyahu, a religious
kibbutz in northern Israel, while in Kibbutz
Gilgal in the Jordan Valley, meteorologist
measured 43 degrees Celsius in the shade.
Be'er Sheva in the south reached 42 degrees,
while temperatures reached 40 degrees in
Sha'ar HaGolan near Tiberias and in Hula
Valley, and 36 degrees in the mountainous
Safed and Jerusalem.
Temperatures in the coast area were not
as high, but humidity was between 70-
75 percent, making it feel like over 40
degrees(104F)
The heat is expected to increase in the late
afternoon hours. According to Shlomo
Oberman, a forecaster for the Meteo-Tech
meteorological service, this is the third
heat wave to hit the area this summer.
While Monday's forecast showed some
cooling, the humidity was predicted to rise,
meaning it would still be very hot, but also
humid. The forecaster said that even the sea
temperature would set a seasonal record at
30-31 degrees Celsius (about 86-88 degrees
Fahrenheit).

How much do Israelis give at
weddings?

The wedding season has
officially begun. But with it, returns the
dilemma of what number to write on the
check. For many, being invited to weddings
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power and wealth.

In fact, the position of king was filled with many
daunting responsibilities, not the least of which
was ensuring Israel's military successes. Unlike
many other monarchies, the Israelite king was
required to go into the actual heat of battle and
fight on the front lines with his people! Putting
his life on the line proves he is a servant of the
people. The notion why someone might reject
the office becomes more clear.

Perhaps most significant is that the reign of a
Jewish king is never imposed upon the people.
The king's power derives solely from the fact
that he has garnered the full support of the
citizens. For example, at one point when King
David accuses an enemy of rebellion against the
king, Avigail reminds David he is presently not

and ot!er ceieira’uons 1S an economic

burden that totals thousands of shekels
each year.

According to a survey conducted by
Dr. Arie Rotem's TRI Strategic Market
Research on behalf of "Globes," more than
a third of Israelis (35%), in a representative
sample of 500 people over 18 surveyed,
spent between NIS 1,000 and NIS 3,000 on
weddings to which they were invited in the
past year. "The percentage is higher among
older people, and is the lowest among
haredim," says Dr. Rotem. And we don't
just spend large sums on weddings. Israelis
also like to celebrate births, bar and bat
mitzvahs, and birthdays, which also carry
a significant annual expense. According to
Dun & Bradstreet data, there are 140,000
celebratory events held in Israel each year,
33% weddings, 20% births, and 25% bar or
bat mitzvahs.

According to Dun & Bradstreet, an average
wedding costs between NIS 100,000 and
NIS 140,000, with just the event hall costing
an average of NIS 85,000. Newlyweds
manage to partially cover the expense,
generally between 70% and 80% with the
checks they receive from the guests.
Financial planning organization Paamonim
Director of Group Activities Sharon Levin
adds that in certain ethnic groups, and in the
Arab sector, it is even harder to escape this.
"There are cultures in which it is customary
to give back what was received or more, or
else be faced with being cut off from the

fully backed by the people - and therefore his
complaint is unjustified.

The Jewish idea is that any form of government
is a pragmatic necessity. The Talmud (Pirkei
Avot) notes that "if it was not for fear of the
government, people would swallow each other
alive." Thus, according to many commentators,
establishing Jewish kingship actually fulfills the
Mitzvah to preserve peace among the nation.
On a deeper level, this teaches us that a
monarchy is only necessary because of the
nation's spiritual weakness. If people would act
with proper fear of the Almighty, there would
be no need for any formal government! Perhaps
this explains one opinion in the Talmud which
states that during the Messianic Age - when the
reality of God will be fully manifest - there will
be no human rulers.

family. We have seen quite a few cases of
people who have had to take out loans to
finance this sort of thing, and we are not
talking about small sums, we're talking
about thousands of shekels."

The degree of relation to the celebrating
party is an important factor in determining
the size of the gift. There are circles of
relation: The first circle is family members
and close friends; the second circle is
extended family and work friends and
acquaintances.

According to the TRI survey, 6% of Israelis
write checks for more than NIS 1,000 for the
wedding of a first degree relative, or a very
close friend when they attend solo. Most
family members attend with their entire
families, including spouses and children.
Close friends also generally attend with
their husband/wife/significant other.

Some 12% part with sums between NIS
800 and NIS 1,000; 15% give between NIS
550 and NIS 800; 16% give between NIS
450 and NIS 550; 21% give the newlyweds
between NIS 350 and NIS 400; and just
25% give NIS 350 or less per attendee, or a
little less than NIS 700 per couple.

And how much do second circle guests
give? According to the survey, 43% come
to the event with checks for between NIS
200 and NIS 300; 21% part with NIS 300
NIS 400; 18% make do with a check of up
to NIS 200; and about 3% give more than
NIS 500.

Only 4% of those surveyed responded that
they do not give cash gifts to people who
are not first-degree relatives.

Answers to Jewish IQ Test

1-c 2-a 3-b

August 23rd

Earliest Time for Tzitsit & Tefillin 5:16 am
Best Time for Shema Israel before 9:35 am

Shabbat Ends 8:32 pm
Earliest Time for Minchah 1:31 pm
Earliest Time for Arvit with Minyan 6:18 pm

Editor in Chief: David Kordvani; English Editor: Ephraim Aminoff; Persian Editor: Reuben Agadi; Co-Editor: Amir Kohan; Contributors: Rabbi Elyahoo Ben Haim, Rabbi Yosef Bitton and Nassim Bassalian
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Attorney & Counselor at Law
Asset Protection
Sophisticated Trust & Estate Planning
Tax Planning, Probate, Real Estate
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The Shalom Week Editors wish a Happy Anniversary to the

Mashadi couples whose wedding photos are from the
Mashadi Wedding Album.
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