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TORAH PORTION OF THE WEEK

Moshe continues his discourse guaranteeing the Jewish people
prosperity and good health if they follow the mitzvot, the
commandments. He reminds us to look at our history and to know
that we can and should trust in God. However, we should be
careful so that we are not distracted by our material success lest
that we forget and ignore God.

Moshe warns us against idolatry (the definition of idolatry is the
belief that anything other than God has power) and against self-
righteousness ("Do not say because of my virtue that God brought
me to occupy this land ... but because of the wickedness of these
nations that God is driving them out before you.") He then details
our rebellions against God during the 40 years in the desert and
the giving of the Second Tablets (Moshe broke the first Tablets
containing the Ten Commandments during the sin of the Golden
Calf.)

This week's portion dispels a common misconception. People
think that "Man does not live by bread alone" means that a person
needs additional foods beyond bread to survive. The quotation in
its entirety is, "Man does not live by bread alone, but by all that
comes out of God's mouth" (Deut. 8:3).

The Torah then answers a question which every human being has
asked of himself: What does God want of you? "Only that you
remain in awe of God your Lord, so that you will follow all His
paths and love Him, serving God your Lord with all your heart
and with all your soul. You must keep God's commandments and
decrees ... so that all good will be yours" (Deut. 10:12).

TORAH LESSON OF THE WEEK

Moshe tells the Jewish people:

"And you should know that not because of your
righteousness does the Lord your God give you this
good land to possess it, for you are a stiff-necked
people." (Deut. 9:6)

What does it mean to be a stiff-necked people and
what is so bad about it?

Rabbi Ovadia Sforno, a great Italian 16th century
commentator, elucidates:

It is impossible to be righteous if one is stiff-necked,
always following his emotions instead of listening to
reason. A person must be willing to act according to
his intellectual understanding. It takes a strong act of
will to make positive changes in one's behavior - to be
flexible and open to reason.

Ekev

Av 23, 5775 - August 8, 2015

HALACHOT - WHY 40 DAYS OF SELICHOT

fter receiving the Ten Commandments on Shavuot, Moshe

Rabbenu stayed in Mount Sinai for forty days. There, God
taught him the Oral Torah: the meaning and the ways to
perform all the 613 commandments. At the end of the forty
days Moshe came down and encountered the people of Israel
worshiping the golden calf. At the sight of such terrible offense,
Moshe broke the tablets containing the Ten commandments. This
happened on the 17th of Tammuz.
A few weeks later, in the beginning of the month of Elul,
God told Moshe to ascend once again to Mount Sinai, where he
stayed again for forty days. What did Moshe do during those
forty days? Since God expressed His intention to erase Am Israel
for their deplorable sin, Moshe begged God Almighty to forgive
His people, Isracl. Moshe argued with God, advocating for
the Jewish people, and invoking the merit of their ancestors,
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.
At the end of the forty days, and at the insistence of Moshe
Rabbenu, God finally absolved the people of Israel. That day,
the 10th of Tishri, is Yom Kippur, the day of forgiveness.
In remembrance of those forty days during which Moshe Rabbenu
begged God to absolve Israel, we dedicate forty days to ask
God for our own forgiveness. During forty days we immerse
ourselves in a deep process of introspection, admission,
repentance and change. This is called Teshuva.

TESTYOURJEWISHIQ : TORAH

1-How many parashot are there in the Torah?
a-50 b-52 c-54

2-Which Book of the Torah has the most parashot?
a-Bereshit b-Shemot c-Devarim

3-What is the literal meaning of 'Deutoronomy'?
a-Words b--2nd Law c-Repetition

MAZAL TOVS

Melissa (Elishaoff) I Sam Yaghoubtil for
the birth of a girlg

Robert eI Desiree Hakim for
the birth of a girl (last week)

Mehran eI Candice Enayatian for
the Barmitzvah of Aaron (last week)

Rodney e Shirin Q{aﬁmam’/{]‘or the Barmitzvah of
their twin sons Mikael T Natanel
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Purpose Of A Mezuzah

n this week's Parsha, the verse dealing

with the Mezuzah is juxtaposed with a
verse promising long life to one's children
(see Deut. 11:20-21). Both these verses are
written on the parchment of the Mezuzah,
and many commentators therefore explain
that Mezuzot help to protect children's
health.
But it is not children alone who benefit
from the Mezuzah's presence. Written on
the outside of each parchment is the name
of God, "Sha-dai." Among other things, this
divine appellation is an abbreviation for the
words "Shomer D'latei Yisrael" - "Guardian

Israel, a water su%erpower is
helping California fight drought
hat technology has the potentlal of
generating Israel NIS 6 billion (about
$1.5 billion) from exports? After struggling
with a water shortage for years, Israel
is now considered a water superpower
— mostly thanks to its Water Authority —
and representatives of many states and
governments around the world have been
arriving to learn from the desert country
which succeeded in overcoming its dry
starting point.
The Milken Innovation Center at the
Jerusalem Institute for Israel Studies (JIIS)
hosted a conference this week which was
attended by senior Israeli and Californian
officials seeking to solve the crisis,
following a memorandum of understanding
signed between Israel and California.
California has been dealing with one
of the worst water crises in its history.
Last Thursday, following the growing
cooperation, a delegation of Israeli
companies in the field of water systems
purification and management began holding
a series of meetings in the West Coast of
the United States.
"Israel had a problem similar to the one
California is dealing with 10 years ago,"
says Dr. Glenn Yago, a senior fellow and
founder of the Milken Institute's Financial
Innovation Lab. "The problem is still
ongoing, but Israel now produces about
20% more water than the market requires.

To sponsor an issue in honor of
a shira, in memory of
a loved one or to advertise
call : 212-869-2291
Email: holondon@aol.com

BEST OF AISH HATORAH
of the Gates of Israel." The Mezuzah, so to

speak, guards the doors of a Jewish home.
Other sources see a different meaning to
the Mezuzah. The Alshich notes that the
Mezuzah is placed even upon the doors
of rooms inside the house. Often, how a
person appears in public is a far cry from
how he acts in private. The Mezuzah
therefore reminds us of the sanctity of the
Jewish home.

Maimonides presents what is perhaps
the most widely accepted understanding
of Mezuzah. He explains that oftentimes
people get so caught up in the hustle and
bustle of making a living, that they lose

The use 05 water per capita in Israel is less

than one-third of the amount consumed
in California. This is a result of the
establishment of desalination installations,
the secondary use of water for agriculture,
and also the citizens' conduct.

"In Israel, water recycling for agricultural
use reaches 85%, and in California it's
about 5%. The conference participants were
very excited about what we showed them,
like our success in preserving and restoring
the aquifers. They didn’t know it was even
possible to drip irrigation pipes in some of
the agricultural industries."

Record Heat Wave And
Sandstorm

Extreme heat plagued much of the country
last week, rising to as high as 49°C (120°F)
at Kibbutz Gilgal and Beit Ha’arava in
the southern Jordan Valley, the Israel
Meteorological Service reported. In several
places, temperatures nearly reached — and
in some cases surpassed — the maximum
values ever recorded in those locations, the
IMS said.

On the northern Golan Heights, the
remainder of the Galilee, the Shfela
region and the northern Negev, station
thermometers rose to 38-40°C.

Although the Coastal Plain was slightly
cooler at 34-36°C, humidity there reached
60-70 percent. Along the country’s
Mediterranean beach strip, temperatures

their "God consciousness." The Mezuzah,
however, provides a wonderful solution to

this problem.

The Mezuzah contains a declaration of
our Love of God and our commitment to
observe His mitzvot. As we pass through
the door and kiss the Mezuzah, we focus on
God's inspirational "instructions for living,"
posted on the wall.

Says Maimonides: The Mezuzah is a
constant reminder "that nothing endures
forever; nothing is eternal but knowledge
of the Almighty. Upon reminding himself
of this fact, a person will return to a proper
consciousness and walk in a proper path."

were significantly lower at 31°C, but
accompanied by 80% humidity.

The IMS emphasized that although the
current heat wave has featured extreme
conditions, it is by no means unusual,
tending to occur every few years. Particular
heat waves of note occurred in August of
1998 and 2010, as well as in July of 2000,
2002 and 2012.

IMS stations around the country that
recorded temperatures either near or
exceeding all-time peaks were Kibbutz
Gilgal in the Jordan Valley (49.3°C), Havat
Eden in the Beit She’an Valley (46.3°C),
Sodom in the Judean Desert (46°C) and
Nir Ha’emek Youth Village near Afula
(40.9°C).

Despite the reserve power available, the IEC
warned that if a system malfunction were to
occur, electricity outages are possible.
Meanwhile, due to a severe sandstorm
that engulfed the Queen Alia International
Airport in Amman, two Jordanian aircraft
landed at Ben-Gurion Airport briefly in
the late afternoon, the Airports Authority
said. Once the storm subsided, the planes
refueled and continued on to Amman.

The IMS predicted that conditions going
forward would become less intense though
forecasts warned of continued heavy heat
stress in most regions around the country,
as well as mugginess along the coast and
chances of isolated showers in the South
and East.

Answers to Jewish IQ Test

1-c 2-a(12) 3-b

August 8th

Earliest Time for Tzitsit & Tefillin 4:59 am
Best Time for Shema Israel before 9:29 am

Shabbat Ends 8:52 pm
Earliest Time for Minchah 1:35 pm
Earliest Time for Arvit with Minyan 6:34 pm

Editor in Chief: David Kordvani; English Editor: Ephraim Aminoff; Persian Editor: Reuben Agadi; Co-Editor: Amir Kohan; Contributors: Rabbi Elyahoo Ben Haim, Rabbi Yosef Bitton and Nassim Bassalian
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ABRAHAM S. MAZLOUMI, ESQ.
Attorney & Counselor at Law
Asset Protection
Sophisticated Trust & Estate Planning
Tax Planning, Probate, Real Estate
Elder Law & Medicaid Planning
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The Shalom Week Editors wish a Happy Anniversary to the

Mashadi couples whose wedding photos are from the
Mashadi Wedding Album.
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