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TORAH PORTION OF THE WEEK

Matot includes the laws of making and annulling vows, the
surprise attack on Midian (the '67 War wasn't the Jewish
people's first surprise attack!) in retribution for the devastation
the Midianites wreaked upon the Jewish people, the purification
after the war of people and vessels, dedicating a portion of the
spoils to the communal good, the request of the tribes of Reuben
and Gad for their portion of land to be east of the Jordan river
(yes, Trans-Jordan/Jordan is also part of the Biblical land of
Israel). Moshe objects to the request because he thinks the tribes
will not take part in the conquering of the land of Israel; the
tribes clarify that they will be the advance troops in the attack
and thus receive permission.

Masei includes the complete list of journeys in the desert (the
name of each stop hints at a deeper meaning, a lesson learned
there). God commands to drive out the land's inhabitants, to
destroy their idols and to divide the land by a lottery system. God
establishes the borders of the Land of Israel. New leadership is
appointed, cities of the Levites and Cities of Refuge (where an
accidental murderer may seek asylum) are designated. Lastly,
the laws are set forth regarding accidental and willful murder
as well as inheritance laws only for that generation regarding
property of a couple where each came from a different tribe.

TORAH LESSON OF THE WEEK

he Torah states:

"And Novach went and captured Kenat and its
surrounding villages and he called it Novach after his
name" (Numbers 32:42).

Why did the Almighty include this verse in the Torah?
Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch elucidates: Throughout
the world powerful leaders have wanted to leave
monuments to themselves through statues and buildings
named after them. Kings and conquerors have even
named large cities after themselves. However, names
can very easily be changed and then nothing is left, as
happened to Novach. (Neither Novach nor the city he
named after himself are remembered to history.) The
good deeds of a person and his spiritual attainments are
the only true everlasting monuments.

When you view the good that you do as your eternal
monument, you will feel greater motivation to accomplish
as much as you can. A life of spiritual attainments is
everlasting. Feel joy in every positive act you do, for it
gives greater splendor to your monument!

Matot and Masei

Av 2, 5775 - July 18, 2015

Eight Levels of Tzedakah

by Maimonides (in descending order)

ive a present, lend him money, take him as a partner, find him

work before he needs to ask for charity.
Give charity where neither the giver nor the receiver know the identity
of the other.
Give where the donor knows the recipient's identity, but the recipient is
unaware of the donor's name.
Give where the recipient knows the donor's identity, but the donor does
not know who is the recipient.
Give before being asked.
Give after being asked.
The donor gives less than he should, but with a pleasant countenance.
The donor gives begrudgingly, but does not express this to the
recipient. The Code of Jewish Law (Yorah Daiah 249:3) states
that if a person outwardly shows his displeasure, he loses the
merit of giving.

TESTYOUR JEWISHIQ : WEALTH

1.How many billionaires are there in the world?
a-626  b-1226 c¢-1826

2-How many Jewish billionaires are there in the top 50?
a-5 b-10c¢-20

3. Who is the world's richest Jew?

a-Larry Ellison (Oracle) 2. Mark Zuckenberg (Facebook)
3-Michael Bloomberg

QUOTES OF THE WEEK

"A good name is more desirable than great riches,
a good reputation than silver and gold. "
Proverbs (Mishle) 22:1

"The more charity, the more peace. "
Talmud, Pirke Avot

MAZAL TOVS

Leon & Linda Kashi for the birth of a boy
Farzan eI Anita Kashimallak for the birth of a girl

Rabbi L Rabbanit Nissanian for
the engagement of their son, Moshe to Sarah Barashi.

THIS ISSUE WAS DONATED BY
The Kordvani family in memory of Ephraim Kordvani z'l’ (Ephraim ben Yedidiah)
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BEST OF AISH HATORAH

Good Intentions

When the Jewish people are given the

command to attack the Midianites, no
mention is made of the Moabites who were their
partners in crime. Just to remind you, these two
lovely nations firstly tried to have the Jewish
people cursed. Once that was unsuccessful,
they sent young women to seduce the Jewish
men into unseemly behavior and idol worship.
If both nations were in it together, however,
why does God command Moses to attack only
the Midianites?
Rashi answers that there was a fundamental
difference between the two nations: While
the Moabites attacked out of fear that the
Jewish people were a military threat, the land

Ny,

of Midian was not in the path of the Jewish
travels. The Midianites became involved
purely out of hatred. What Moab did, albeit
wrong, was understandable. What Midian did
was simply evil.

In Judaism, motivation is everything. Kill a
man because you hate him and there is little
worse. Kill a man because he is about to kill
someone else - you are credited with saving
a life.

If you give charity because you care deeply,
you are a good man. If you give charity
because you want the honor of doing so, then
the harm can often outweigh the good that you
have done. If you give charity because you
want to control and manipulate the person to
whom you give, then you are evil. The action

ISRAEL IN THE NEWS

is exactly the same, but the motivation makes
all the difference.

Ofcourse, by doing a good action, we accustom
ourselves to doing good. Likewise, nine times
out of ten, good motivation will bring good
action, and bad motivation will bring bad
action. But that is not always the case.

This point is very important when carried over
to our self-image. Often we try to be good
and fail. Not true. If you tried to be good, you
succeeded - because you tried. If you didn't try
to be good, you failed - even if you succeeded.
In Judaism, it is the road to Heaven, not Hell,
that is paved with good intentions - as long as
that intention is pure, and a responsible effort
is made.

Israel's Omri Casspi re-signs with Sacramento

Israel’s Omri Casspi recently signed a new two-year

contract with the Sacramento Kings for $6 million.
“I love it here. I want to come back. My agent knows that,
I know that, I love it here,” Casspi said in the lead up to
the deal.
The Israeli small forward first joined the Kings in the
first round of the 2009 draft. He also donned uniforms
for the Cleveland Cavaliers, Houston Rockets, and New
Orleans Pelicans. In 2014, the 6-foot-9 Casspi returned
to Sacramento and wrapped up a one-year contract for the
2014-2015 season.
The 27-year-old is the first Israeli to play in the NBA and
the only blue-and-white player to be on the courts in the
new season. Gal Mekel, a second Israeli to play in the
preeminent men’s professional basketball league, recently
returned home where he was expected to play for Maccabi
Tel Aviv but those negotiations derailed on July 9. Israeli-
American coach David Blatt has said he will “absolutely”
return to coach the Cleveland Cavaliers for the 2015-2016
season.

Netanyahu tweets in Farsi
As Iran and world powers closed in on a nuclear deal,
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu launched a Twitter
account in Farsi on Monday to reach out to the Iranian
public.

In his first tweet, Benjamin Netanyahu immediately
criticized the negotiations. Netanyahu has been a fierce
critic of the deal.

Netanyahu’s office said Monday that the Farsi account will
publish content similar to Netanyahu’s English and Hebrew
accounts to engage directly with the Iranian people.

The Israeli leader has a popular following on Twitter and
often tweets videos and photos with messages critical of
the Iranian government and nuclear negotiations.

Twitter, Facebook, and other popular social media sites are
technically banned in Iran. Nonetheless, many Iranians use
Twitter through proxy servers, and Iranian leaders often
tweet official statements in English and Farsi.

On behalf of the entire Mashadi community, the Shalom Week editors express their
heartfelt sorrow on the tragic loss of one of the most honorable and respected members of
the Kordvani family, Ephraim Kordvani, (Ephraim ben Yedidiah z'l) after his sudden passing in Israel.
We offer our sincerest condolences to this Tzaddik's wife, children, brothers, sisters,
grandchildren, relatives and friends.
We hope they will find comfort and enduring strength as time passes.
May his soul rest in peace and his memory last forever.

Answers to Jewish 1Q Test
1-c 2-b 3-a (54 billion)

Earliest Time for Tzitsit & Tefillin 4:34 am
Best Time for Shema Israel before 9:20 am

July 19th Shabbat Ends 9:13 pm
Earliest Time for Minchah 1:38 pm

Earliest Time for Arvit with Minyan 6:50 pm

Editor in Chief: David Kordvani; English Editor: Ephraim Aminoff; Persian Editor: Reuben Agadi; Co-Editor: Amir Kohan; Contributors: Rabbi Elyahoo Ben Haim, Rabbi Yosef Bitton and Nassim Bassalian
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ABRAHAM S. MAZLOUMI, ESQ.
Attorney & Counselor at Law
Asset Protection
Sophisticated Trust & Estate Planning
Tax Planning, Probate, Real Estate
Elder Law & Medicaid Planning

U

Sl joof — 513 9 oS0 SOLaf Moleo
MAZLOUMI LAW +$a0 dy D910 5900 9 oLE293Law Sigild yoliiea
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175 East Shore Road, Great Neck, NY 11023
Office (516) 466-Plan (7526) Mobile (516) 986-Plan (7526)
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