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בס”ד

SATURDAY NIGHTS IN ELUL

REGISTRATION FOR PROGRAMS
AT OHR ESTHER

As in previous years, there will be a lecture series followed 
by Selichot on every Saturday night in Elul. The series 
will alternate between Ohr Esther and Shaare Rahamim 
beginning on Saturday night, August 22.  All nights will 
begin with dinner at 11:00pm. Further lecture details and 
exact locations will 
be announced.  For 
more information con-
tact Moshe Enayatian 
menayatian@gmail.com, 
Leon Hakimian leon-
hak imian@gmail .com 
or contact Afshin Bas-
sali ef ibee@gmail.com.

Registration for pro-
grams and classes at 
Ohr Esther - Young 
Mashadi Jewish Cent-
er will be held on 
Monday, August 31st 
from 6pm-9pm at 
130 Steamboat Road. 
Don’t miss out on 

exciting classes which include Mommy & Me, Dance, 
Soccer, Paint Night, Persian Delights and much more! 
For further information, please contact Avital Rah-
manan Raynor at 516-708-9999 oravital@mashadi.org.

GYM MINYAN ANNUAL 
BAR/BAT MITZVAH CEREMONY

Join us in the Gym Minyan on Saturday, August 1st for our 
annual Bar/Bat Mitzvah Ceremony! All Bar and Bat Mitzvah 
boys and girls will be honored and will receive a plaque wel-
coming them to our Minyan. Mr. Nissim Bassalian will be the 
guest speaker and a light lunch will be served after the services. 
All family members are welcome. We hope to see 
everyone there! For more information please con-
tact David Hadjibay: (516)-507-9232, Adam Livi: 
(516)-423-3787, or Cody Hakimian: (516)-244-4852.

SENIOR CLUB AND SISTERHOOD:
FOURTH ANNUAL PICNIC DAY

MYC YEARLY CALENDAR 
SPONSORSHIP NEEDED

LEARN HOW TO ADVOCATE FOR 
ISRAEL IN COLLEGE

The Mashadi Senior Club in conjunction with the Mashadi 
Sisterhood present the Fourth Annual Picnic Day.  It will 
take place on Wednesday, August 12th, 2015 from 9:30am 
to 4:00pm at North 
Hempstead Beach 
Park (formerly Bar 
Beach). There will 
be music, entertain-
ment, lunch and fun!  
The event is free 
of charge for all la-
dies and gentlemen!

The MYC is looking for support 
from our dear members to bring 
to your homes our Mashadi calen-
dar for this Rosh Hashana. With 
a $260 sponsorship your name 
will be printed in the calendar. 
To sponsor or for more informa-
tion please email HaChodesh@
gmail.com or call 516-482-0003.

All members of the Izzy ‘14 and Izzy ‘15 trips (MYC Is-
rael Discovery Trips of 2014 and 2015) are invited to a 
special joint reunion on Tuesday night, August 11th, 
at 7:30 PM. The ADL, or Anti-Defamation League, 
will be giving a special presentation on the BDS 
movement, the anti-Israel movement that is gaining popu-
larity in universities across the United States. The pres-
entation will give the teens 
the skills to combat the 
movement and advocate 
for Israel in college.  Dinner 
will be served at 6:45 PM. 
Location to be determined.
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Mazal Tov!!

BAR KASHIMALLAK
(Daughter of Farzan and Anita)

BABY BOY NASSIMI
(Son of Danny and Ashley)

ARIEL KASHI
(Son of Leon and Linda)

ARIELLA NASSIMIAN
(Daughter of Shahyad and Carolina)

JONATHAN MORDECHAI RACHMANI
(Son of Avi and Farnaz)

NEWBORNS

NATHAN ETESSAMI (SON OF SHAHAB AND SHIVA) TO 
KATIE SANDERS (DAUGHTER OF LLOYD AND JANE)

WEDDING

If your Mazal Tov was missed, please accept our apology and send the picture 
and information to hachodesh@gmail.com



If you wish to place an advertisement in the HaChodesh 
publication, please call us at 516.482.0003 or 

email us at hachodesh@gmail.com

HaChodesh is a monthly newsletter published by: 

Mashadi Youth Committee

a non-prof it organization, aff iliated with the
United Mashadi Jewish 
Community of America

P.O. Box 222031 Great Neck, NY 11022-2031
Phone: 516.482.0003

Editors:  Yossi Abrahimi, Carolina Aziz, Simon Ebrani, 
Mickey Karimzadeh, Adin Levian, Jonathan LeVian,
Ilene Levy, Nadine Nassim

 
Abraham S. Mazloumi, Esq. 
Attorney & Counselor at Law 

 
Asset Protection  

Sophisticated Trust & Estate Planning  

Tax Planning, Probate, Real Estate  

Elder Law & Medicaid Planning 

 

 اوراهام مظلومى
 وكيل مشاور حقوقى
 حفاظت از اموال

 امور انحصار وراثت و وصيت نامه
 تنطيم و برنامه ريزی کاهش ماليات بر ارث

 معاملات املاک مسکونی و تجاری
 امور مالياتی

 مشاور قانونى سالخوردگان و امور مربوط به مديكيد
 آمادگى براى ديدار در منزل

 
175 East Shore Road, Great Neck, NY 11023 

Office (516) 466Plan (7526)  Mobile (516) 986Plan (7526) 
Abraham@Mazloumi.com 

 
 
 

Need to Be in Shape 
for the Summer?

PROFESSIONAL LICENSED 
LIFE-GUARD/SWIM INSTRUCTOR 

AND PERSONAL TRAINER

Will Come to Your 
Convenient Location 

Please Call Mr. Noah Ebrani 
at 516.417.7414

HIGHER EDUCATION COMMITTEE - 
MASHADI STUDENT LOAN PROGRAM

FALL 2015 SEMESTER
The Mashadi Cultural and Educational Committee (Higher 
Education Committee) would like to inform our Commu-
nity’s students about the Interest-Free Mashadi Student 
Loan Program.  The student loan program is based only on 
f inancial need.  Student loans are for both undergraduate 
and post-graduate studies.  All Community applicants for 
the 2015 Fall Semester must complete and email a loan ap-
plication form, along with a scanned copy of their registered 
tuition bill no later than Monday, August 3, 2015.  Applica-
tions can be downloaded from the right side of the UMJCA 
homepage at www.mashadi.org.  All applications should 
be emailed to Marty Bassaly at MBassaly@aol.com. All loan 
applications are strictly conf idential and will be reviewed 
by the Mashadi Higher Ed Student Loan Review Commit-
tee to determine what amount (if any) can be disbursed.  
Repayment of Student Loans are to be made over a 3 year 
period (1/3 each year) following graduation so that future 
Mashadi students can also receive the same assistance.  For 
questions about the student loan program or application, 
please contact Marty Bassaly at MBassaly@aol.com or 516-
277-4023.
NOTE:  In 2010, a new Education Fund was established for 
Post Graduates, called the Laleh Hannah Nassimi Memorial 
Foundation.  The Foundation provides f inancial assistance 
to qualifying Mashadi students based on both need and 
merit.  Funds are available for Post-Graduate studies (Mas-
ters, PhD, Law School, Med School, etc) in the United States 
only.  The Higher Education Committee strongly encour-
ages all qualifying Mashadi students to apply using the same 
application noted above. 
In 2012, a new Medical Fund was established for medical 
school students called the Dr. Mousa Hakimi Medical Schol-
arship Fund.  For more information and separate applica-
tion, please contact Jonathan LeVian at jonathanlevian@
gmail.com.



                               
 

ROBERT BICHOUPAN, P.C. 
Legal Advisor to the Mashadi Community for nearly 25 years 

Attorneys: Robert Bichoupan, Esq., Carolyn Bichoupan, Esq. and Sunny Kakwani, Esq. 
 

Wills, Trusts & Estate Planning 
Probate & Administration 
Residential & Commercial Closings 
1031 Qualified Exchange Intermediary 
Property Tax Reduction 
Short Sales/Foreclosures/Loan Modifications 
Leases/Evictions 
Employment/Severance/Commission Agreements 
Civil Litigation & Appeals 
Employment Discrimination 
Uncontested Matrimonial/Prenuptial Agreements 
Entity Formation & Document Preparation 
Contracts/Agreements 
Personal Injury 
Insurance Claims 

 
Free Initial Consultation  *  Fully Confidential  *  Farsi Spoken by 3 Mashadis on staff 

 
www.Bichoupan.com 

175 East Shore Road, Great Neck, NY 11023 
(516) 482-1186 

 
 
 
 

                               
 

ROBERT BICHOUPAN, P.C. 
Legal Advisor to the Mashadi Community for nearly 25 years 

Attorneys: Robert Bichoupan, Esq., Carolyn Bichoupan, Esq. and Sunny Kakwani, Esq. 
 

Wills, Trusts & Estate Planning 
Probate & Administration 
Residential & Commercial Closings 
1031 Qualified Exchange Intermediary 
Property Tax Reduction 
Short Sales/Foreclosures/Loan Modifications 
Leases/Evictions 
Employment/Severance/Commission Agreements 
Civil Litigation & Appeals 
Employment Discrimination 
Uncontested Matrimonial/Prenuptial Agreements 
Entity Formation & Document Preparation 
Contracts/Agreements 
Personal Injury 
Insurance Claims 

 
Free Initial Consultation  *  Fully Confidential  *  Farsi Spoken by 3 Mashadis on staff 

 
www.Bichoupan.com 

175 East Shore Road, Great Neck, NY 11023 
(516) 482-1186 

 
 
 
 

                               
 

ROBERT BICHOUPAN, P.C. 
Legal Advisor to the Mashadi Community for nearly 25 years 

Attorneys: Robert Bichoupan, Esq., Carolyn Bichoupan, Esq. and Sunny Kakwani, Esq. 
 

Wills, Trusts & Estate Planning 
Probate & Administration 
Residential & Commercial Closings 
1031 Qualified Exchange Intermediary 
Property Tax Reduction 
Short Sales/Foreclosures/Loan Modifications 
Leases/Evictions 
Employment/Severance/Commission Agreements 
Civil Litigation & Appeals 
Employment Discrimination 
Uncontested Matrimonial/Prenuptial Agreements 
Entity Formation & Document Preparation 
Contracts/Agreements 
Personal Injury 
Insurance Claims 

 
Free Initial Consultation  *  Fully Confidential  *  Farsi Spoken by 3 Mashadis on staff 

 
www.Bichoupan.com 

175 East Shore Road, Great Neck, NY 11023 
(516) 482-1186 

 
 
 
 

                               
 

ROBERT BICHOUPAN, P.C. 
Legal Advisor to the Mashadi Community for nearly 25 years 

Attorneys: Robert Bichoupan, Esq., Carolyn Bichoupan, Esq. and Sunny Kakwani, Esq. 
 

Wills, Trusts & Estate Planning 
Probate & Administration 
Residential & Commercial Closings 
1031 Qualified Exchange Intermediary 
Property Tax Reduction 
Short Sales/Foreclosures/Loan Modifications 
Leases/Evictions 
Employment/Severance/Commission Agreements 
Civil Litigation & Appeals 
Employment Discrimination 
Uncontested Matrimonial/Prenuptial Agreements 
Entity Formation & Document Preparation 
Contracts/Agreements 
Personal Injury 
Insurance Claims 

 
Free Initial Consultation  *  Fully Confidential  *  Farsi Spoken by 3 Mashadis on staff 

 
www.Bichoupan.com 

175 East Shore Road, Great Neck, NY 11023 
(516) 482-1186 

 
 
 
 

                               
 

ROBERT BICHOUPAN, P.C. 
Legal Advisor to the Mashadi Community for nearly 25 years 

Attorneys: Robert Bichoupan, Esq., Carolyn Bichoupan, Esq. and Sunny Kakwani, Esq. 
 

Wills, Trusts & Estate Planning 
Probate & Administration 
Residential & Commercial Closings 
1031 Qualified Exchange Intermediary 
Property Tax Reduction 
Short Sales/Foreclosures/Loan Modifications 
Leases/Evictions 
Employment/Severance/Commission Agreements 
Civil Litigation & Appeals 
Employment Discrimination 
Uncontested Matrimonial/Prenuptial Agreements 
Entity Formation & Document Preparation 
Contracts/Agreements 
Personal Injury 
Insurance Claims 

 
Free Initial Consultation  *  Fully Confidential  *  Farsi Spoken by 3 Mashadis on staff 

 
www.Bichoupan.com 

175 East Shore Road, Great Neck, NY 11023 
(516) 482-1186 

 
 
 
 

House for Sale by Owner
Sunny Split Level House

Spacious Formal Living Room, 
Dining room, Eat-in Kitchen

3 Bedrooms, 2 Full Baths 
on the Second Floor

Plus Bedroom and Full Bath 
in the Basement

Marble/Wood Floors, 2-Door Garage, 
Circular Driveway

Walk to Worship
Close to Parkwood Pool

1/2 Acre Flat Land
Pictures Available on Zillow

Call Kathy @ 516.417.6818

YESHIVA SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION
AVAILABLE ONLINE

SOCIAL SERVICES, RESOURCES 
AND INFORMATION - 

STAY HEALTHY IN THE SUMMER

The application for the Yeshiva Scholarship for 
the academic year 2015-2016 is available online at 
www.Mashadi.org. Those who would like to apply 
for scholarship, must submit their forms by August 16, 
2015. For more information please contact Louis Ebrani.

Dear community members, we have been informed about 
an important and informative program given by the of-
f ice of Assembly woman Michelle Schimel in cooperation 
with the Colette Coyne Melanoma Awareness Campaign 
on HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF AND YOUR FAMILY 
FROM THE SUN AND STAY HEALTHY IN THE SUMMER.
It will take place on Tuesday August 18, 2015 from 2-4:30pm 
at the Parkwood Pool in Great Neck.  This program is for 
all ages, children through adults. Please spread the word.  
For more information you can call Michelle Schimel’s of-
f ice at 516-482-6966, or you can contact Anna Carmili.



Dr. Leah Hakimian currently researches the question: How do Jewish couples meet 
and marry? In the 90’s she founded two nonprofit Jewish matchmaking programs, and 
continues to champion the role of community in helping singles meet. She writes on 
a volunteer basis to inspire her readers and to encourage them to keep their “anten-
nae up.” She resides in Jerusalem and Great Neck, New York. HaChodesh now has the 
privelege of sharing her stories with you. 

Abigail (Abby) Duman Baer nods in agreement with the pronouncement at the Chabad website:  “In 
certain circumstances, it is permissible or even commendable to lie.” She then smiles and adds: “Still, 
I only told a white lie.” Matti Baer interjects: “Anyway, she didn’t fool me. I understood what Abby was 
trying to tell me, and I liked what I heard.”

Abby and Matti met in October 2011 when Abby was an 18-year-old American student at an Israeli reli-
gious women’s seminary in Kibbutz Ein Hanatziv. She loved the kibbutz environment, but also enjoyed 
Shabbat in Jerusalem. Abby had a friend, Sarah, whose family lived in Jerusalem, and on most Fridays, 
Abby would go home with Sarah, though it was a two and half hour bus ride each way.

“I was also lucky that Sarah’s brother had a friend, Matti, who would hang out with us in Jerusalem,” 
continues Abby.  Israeli-born Matti, a soft-spoken 21-year-old, was in the army.  From the beginning, 
Matti liked Abby and her energetic personality, but there were two problems:  First, he didn’t want to 
get serious with anyone while he was still in the army; second, he wanted a girlfriend who would stay 
in Israel. Abby was planning to go back to the U.S. after her year at the seminary

Soon after they met, Abby gave Matti an ultimatum.  She asked him: Are we moving toward a relation-
ship or not? When he couldn’t give her the answer she wanted, they parted. But not for long. A month 
later, Abby realized that she had left a pair of earrings at Matti’s house: “I really liked those earrings, 
and wanted to get them back.”  When she called Matti, they agreed to meet at Sarah’s house and Matti 
would bring the earrings. Abby wouldn’t confirm whether or not this was just a ploy to see Matti again.

When they met at Sarah’s, Matti noted that he had left the earrings at his house. Another ploy? Matti 
wouldn’t confirm or deny. In any case, the door was now open for a re-set, and Abby grabbed the mo-
ment. She told Matti that she was thinking about enlisting in the Israeli army. She knew that this was 
not totally true. Still Matti got the message – she was saying that she wanted to be with him. He want-
ed the same thing, and in November 2011, they became a couple.

During the following year, they maintained a long-distance relationship.  Abby returned to Silver Spring, 
Maryland, where she had grown up, and then enrolled at Brandeis University. She would later continue 
her studies in psychology at the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya when Matti would study physics at the 
Technion-Israel Institute of Technology.   

Though they were apart for much of the 2012-2013 school year, they found the time to get engaged in 
March 2013, a month after Matti completed his army service.

Some say that a 17-month engagement can strain a relationship. “For us, it was perfect,” says Matti.

Abby and Matti were married in the Israeli National Park of Ein Hemed on August 12, 2014.  Mazal tov.

How Matti Met Abby
by Leah Hakimian


