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TORAH PORTION OF THE WEEK

Another week of action, adventure and mystery as the Jewish
people wander the desert in their 38th year. First, the laws
of the red heifer (Parah Adumah) which was burnt with cedar
wood, hyssop and scarlet thread. The ashes were then used in a
purification ceremony for those who had come in contact with
the dead. Strangely enough, all who were involved in the making
of the ashes became ritually impure, but all who were sprinkled
with them became ritually pure. It is a lesson that we must do the
commandments even if we can't understand them. G-d decreed the
commandments. They are for our benefit. We may not always know
why.

Miriam, Moshe's sister and a prophetess, dies. The portable well
which had accompanied the Israelites on her merit, ceased to flow.
Once again the people rebelled against Moshe and Aharon because
of the lack of water. The Almighty tells Moshe to speak to the rock
for water. Moshe gets angry and hits the rock and water rushes
forth. However, the Almighty punishes Moshe and Aharon for not
sanctifying Him by forbidding their entry into the land of Israel. (It
pays to follow instructions and to withhold anger!)

Aharon dies. His son, Elazar, is appointed the new High Priest. The
Canaanite king of Arad attacks the Israelites and later is soundly
defeated. Then there is another rebellion over the food and water
which is answered by a plague of poisonous snakes. Moshe prays
for the people and is instructed by G-d to put the image of a snake
on a high pole. All who saw it would think of G-d, repent and live.
The Israelites then annihilate the Amorites and Bashanites who
not only would not let us pass peacefully through their lands, but
attacked us. There are many questions which need to be asked.
Please consult the original work and a good commentary.

TORAH LESSON OF THE WEEK

peaking of rocks, the Torah states regarding Moshe's hitting

the rock instead of speaking to it (as he was commanded to
do by the Almighty): "And the Almighty said to Moshe and
Aharon, because you did not believe in Me to sanctify Me in
the eyes of the Children of Israel, therefore, you will not bring
this congregation to the Land which I gave them." (Numbers
20:12)
Rashi, the greatest of commentators, elucidates that if Moshe
were to have spoken to the rock (instead of hitting it) and it
would have given forth water, the Almighty would have been
sanctified in the eyes of the congregation. The people would
say, "If this rock which does not speak and does not hear fulfills
the word of the Almighty, all the more so should we."
We see from here that the essence of sanctifying the Almighty's
name is not merely that someone should be impressed by
another person's righteous behavior or to think that a person is
acting in an elevated manner. Rather, the key factor is that other
people should be influenced to improve their own behavior.
Whenever you behave in a manner that influences others to
follow the Almighty's will, you sanctify His name.
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Halachot - NAMING A BABY

In our community it is customary to name the newborn with
an Hebrew name and an English name. Sometimes these two
names are related, like Rebecca and Ribka. Sometimes both
names are identical in English and in Hebrew, like: Daniel or
Gabriel. And sometimes there is no relationship between them.
While the choosing of the English name is done more or
less arbitrarily, the Hebrew name is normally given after the
grandparents. (When more babies come, BH, they are named
after the great-grandparents and so on).

The source of this custom is literally pre-Abraham. The first
recorded case of a man that named his son after his father was
Terach, Abraham’s father. His father’s name was Nachor and he
named one of his sons Nachor. In most Sephardic communities
the first son or daughter is named after the father’s parents and
the second son or daughter after the mother’s parents.

TEST YOUR JEWISH I Q: USA

1-When was the first settlement of Jews in the USA?
a-1654 b-1744 c-1824

2-What nationality were they?
a-British b-German c-Dutch

3-By the mid 19th century, which city had the largest
Jewish population?
a-Charleston SC b-New York c-Richmond Va

Avi & Farnaz Rachmani for the birth of a boy
Farzan <l Anita Kashimallak for the birth of a girl
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Peace Talks

n this week's Torah portion, Moses' brother

Aaron dies. The Torah tells us that the Jewish
people mourned more for Aaron than they did
for Moses. That's quite an amazing statement.
The Sages explain that Aaron was a man who
devoted himself to making peace between
individuals and, as such, was respected and
loved by all.
Here is Aaron's modus operandi: Whenever
two people got into an argument, Aaron would
visit each of them separately. He would tell
the first person (untruthfully) that he had just
visited the other, "who is full of remorse and
wished to apologize." He would then visit the
other person and tell him (again untruthfully)
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Immediate occupancy: $4600/month
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BEST OF AISH HATORAH

the same thing.

Judaism is not prudish or puritanical. It is a
very practical approach to life, and recognizes
that there are times when it's right to lie - in this
case, in order to bring peace between God's
children.

What Aaron did was based on simple human
nature. When we perceive someone is
attacking us, we will fight our corner and find
only wrong in him. When, however, that same
person comes humbly to apologize and accepts
responsibility, we will more often than not, be
willing to accept the role that we have played
also. When we don't feel judged, we are more
able to own up to our shortcomings.

It's something that we would do well to

remember in all of our relationships -
specifically, perhaps, in marriage. If we make
our spouse feel attacked and judged, their most
likely response (assuming they are human)
will be to defend themselves and find fault in
us instead. This will happen more than nine
times out of ten.

If, on the other hand, our spouse feels accepted
and respected, and there is an issue that we

want to deal with, they are much more likely

to be honest and objective about the role they

may have played in creating the problem.

Any time we make another person feel judged
and put down, we can blame only ourselves if
the results are less than satisfactory. It's much

better to try the positive approach instead.

ISRAEL IN THE NEWS

JEWISH ACHIEVEMENT

Apeople which constitute 2/10ths of 1 percent of the world’s

population and 2 percent of the U.S. population, has made
enormous contributions to the betterment of humanity.
To cite some examples: In hi-tech entrepreneurship, Jewish names
include: Intel (Grove and Vadasz), Google (Brin and Page),
Oracle (Ellison), Microsoft (Balmer), Dell (Dell), Qualcom
(Jacobs), Facebook (Zuckerberg and Sandberg).
In finance, the names are legion: Goldman Sachs, Rothschild,
Warburg, Kohlberg, Kravis & Roberts, Wells Fargo, Lehman
Brothers, Bear Stearns, and many more.
As World Chess champions, Jews have held the title 54% of the
time since 1866.
In the 113th United States Congress (2013-2015), Jews were
elected to 11 percent of U.S. Senate seats.

Jews account for three of the nine Supreme Court Justices.

NFL VISITS ISRAEL
Nineteen members of the Pro Football Hall of Fame arrived in
Israel on Thursday for a week of events as part of the "Touchdown
in Israel — Mission of Excellence" program, including meeting
local Israeli football players.

Jewish philanthropist and New England Patriots owner Robert
Kraft is participating in this week of festivities alongside Israel’s
Ambassador to the US Ron Dermer. Kraft and the Kraft family
have been sponsoring football in Israel since 1999, with the
building of the Kraft Family Stadium in Jerusalem. Dermer is
also a former quarterback for the Israeli (non-tackle) national
team, and is in the American Football in Israel Hall of Fame.

Some of the players attending the week-long celebration include
Green Bay Packers great Jim Taylor, former Patriots and Jets
running back Curtis Martin, former Baltimore Colts wide receiver
Raymond Berry, and Kansas City Chiefs defensive lineman
Curley Culp.

On Thursday, Israeli Football League (IFL) champions the
Judean Rebels played against Israel’s new national tackle team
in a game of scrimmage, where the former pro players acted as
"honorary coaches" on the sidelines.

On Sunday, Kraft and Dermer were joined by Pro Football Hall
of Fame President David Baker and American Football in Israel
President Steve Leibowitz at Kraft Stadium.

The Hall-of-Famers were also slated to lead breakout sessions,
"where they will individually share football tips, stories, and pose
for photos with Israeli players and fans," according to a press
release.

ANSWERS TO JEWISH IQ TEST:

1-a 2-c 3-a

Earliest Time for Tzitsit & Tefillin 4: 15 am
Best Time for Shema Israel before 9: 10 am

June 27th Shabbat Ends 9:20 pm
Earliest Time for Minchah 1:34 pm

Earliest Time for Arvit with Minyan 6:55 pm

% Editor in chief :David Kordvani - English Editor : Ephraim Aminoff - Persian editor : Reuben Agadi - Co-editor: Amir Kohan - Contributors : Rabbi Elyahoo Ben Haim,Rabbi Yosef Bitton and Nassim Bassalian,
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ABRAHAM S. MAZLOUMI, ESQ.
Attorney & Counselor at Law
Asset Protection
Sophisticated Trust & Estate Planning
Tax Planning, Probate, Real Estate
Elder Law & Medicaid Planning
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The Shalom Week Editors wish a Happy Anniversary
to the Mashadi couples whose wedding photos are from
the Mashadi Wedding Album.
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