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TORAH PORTION OF THE WEEK

Aharon is commanded in the lighting of the Menorah, the
Levites purify themselves for service in the Tabernacle (they
trained from age 25-30 and served from age 30-50). The
first Pesach is celebrated since leaving Egypt. The Almighty
instructs the Jewish people to journey into the desert whenever
the ever-present cloud lifts from above the Tabernacle and to
camp where it rests. Moshe is instructed to make two silver
trumpets to be sounded before battle or to proclaim a Yom
Tov (a holiday).

The people journey to the wilderness of Paran during which
time they rebelled twice against the Almighty's leadership.
The second time they complain about the boring taste of the
manneh and the lack of meat in the desert. The Almighty sends
a massive quantity of quail and those who rebelled died.
Moshe asks his father-in-law, Yitro (Jethro) to travel with
them in the desert, but Yitro returns to Midian.

Miriam, Moshe's sister, speaks lashon hora (defaming words)
about Moshe. She is struck with Tzara'at (the mystical skin
disease which indicated that a person spoke improperly about
another person) and is exiled from the camp for one week.

TORAH LESSON OF THE WEEK

The Torah states, "The man, Moses, was exceedingly humble,
more than any person on the face of the earth" (Numbers 12:3).
How is it possible that Moses was humble after writing these
words that the Almighty dictated to him to write in the Torah?
Humility is not feeling lowly or worthless or denying one's
capacity. Humility is recognizing your strengths and capability
-- and knowing that they are a gift from the Almighty.

Rabbi Noah Weinberg, founder of Aish HaTorah, would
illustrate: Two people are in front of you. The first one asks
you, 'Do you want to see me do something really special?' and
then proudly waves his hand in front of his face. The second
person says, "That's nothing" ... "I have an IQ of 168!" Asks
Rabbi Weinberg, "What is the second person so proud about?
The Almighty gave him a gift of greater intelligence -- but,
it's just a gift, the same as our ability to move our limbs. Did
the second man do anything to deserve greater intelligence?
No! If we appreciate that everything is a gift, then we can take
pleasure in them, but not be prideful.”

Writes Rabbi Abraham Twerski, "There is only one character
trait that repels the presence of God: vanity (Talmud Bavli,
Arachin 15b). Rabbi Twerski then offers the following quotes
about humility:

Rabbi Yehoshua of Ostrova said that a vain person is worse
than a liar. "A liar does not believe his own lies, whereas a vain
person is convinced of his superiority."

Rabbi Mendel of Kotzk said, "A person who seeks recognition
is much like a goat that wears a bell around its neck to announce
its whereabouts."
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Why Do We Keep Two Days of Yomtov (Moed)
Instead of One (Part 2)

Aside from the special offering in the Temple for the new moon,
this day (Rosh Chodesh) had very important consequences. Since
the two main festivals, Passover and Succoth, occur on the fifteen of
the month, knowing when the new moon was declared foretold the
date of the holiday.

Immediately after the Sanhedrin declared the new month, messengers
were sent out to spread the word. Obviously there was a limit as
to where the messengers could get to before the festival began.
Therefore in distant areas, such as Babylonia, where the messengers
could not reach, two days were always observed because of the
doubt of the fixing of the month — was it on the real day or the day
after. (To be continued).

TEST YOUR JEWISH | @ : Kashrut

1-Which of these kosher foods can come from a
non-kosher creature?
a-Egg b-Milk c-Honey

2-Which of these is a sign of a non- kosher egg?
a- Totally round  b-Blood spot
c-No white, only yolk.
3-Which was the first USA product to have an OU
kosher symbol?

a-Coca Cola b-Heinz Beans
c-Philadelphia Cream Cheese

Tony & Stephanie Aziz for the birth of a boy
Aaron I Nadine Hakimian for the birth of a girl

Nassimi I Kelaty families for the wedding of
Mosheh I Michelle

Shahram eI Debbie Rahmanan for the Barmitzvah of Jordan
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Stop Complaining.
In this week's parsha, the Jewish people
complain about the manna, the bread that
fell from heaven every day in the desert.
It's quite extraordinary when you realize
that the manna was miraculous food. It
tasted however you'd want. If you desired
a thick, juicy steak, that's the taste you got.
Pizza with extra olives, coming right up.
Chocolate chip ice cream, on its way.
And yet, the Jews in the desert complained
that they preferred their slaves' rations in
Egypt! It's unbelievable. If the manna tasted
like anything they wanted, how could they
complain about it?
We do the same type of thing all the time.

Is LeBron James going to Israel?
Eastern Conference champions Cleveland
Cavaliers are expected to announce when
they plan to visit Israel at the end of their
NBA final series against the Golden State
Warriors. The team includes All-Star player
LeBron James and Israeli-American coach
David Blatt.

The Cavs' negotiations with the Maccabi
Tel Aviv basketball club are in their initial
stages. Maccabi would like to visit to take

Shawn & Dina Hakimian

| e/8/2014 |

Complaining 1s almost always non-specific.
We are looking for something to complain
about. And we find it. If you want to
complain, you will. We can stay at the
best five-star hotel and complain that the
concierge stopped smiling for a moment, or
the tea was a touch too strong (or too weak),
or the carpets were too soft. There is no such
thing as perfection. So if we are looking, we
will always find the flaw.

Even though the person complaining
thinks precisely the opposite, complaining
has nothing to do with circumstance and
everything to do with attitude. If our attitude
is bad enough, we will even complain about
manna coming down from Heaven and
tasting like anything we want.

place 1n !icto!er, at tEe !eglnnmg of the

2015-16 season, but that period may be
unsuitable for the Americans.

In addition, the Israeli team is scheduled
to play two exhibition games that month
in Chicago and in New York against EA7
Emporio Armani Milan.

The Cavs would first of all like to complete
the final series and only then discuss their
future plans. Maccabi Tel Aviv's goal is to
bring the Cavs to Israel together with LeBron

Joseph & Natalic Kamali
6/9/2014

But why do we complain? The problem

is with expectations. The higher our
expectations, the more upset we feel when
life doesn't live up to them. The less we
expect, the more likely we are to see the
good in whatever comes our way. I would
venture to say that expectations will never
contribute to our happiness. They will only
ever undermine it.

Expect perfection and life will always
disappoint you. Expect very little and life
will always surprise you.

Life, and all that is within it, is a blessing
that God has bestowed upon us - unmerited
and undeserved. Seeing it that way will fill
us with gratitude and grant us immunity
from complaining.

and Blatt, assuming the two will still be part
of the team when the visit takes place.

The American team's arrival will be a
return visit following Maccabi Tel Aviv's
pre-season US tour in October 2014, when
the Cavaliers crushed Maccabi 107-80 in
Blatt's debut game in Cleveland.

If the visit does take place, a Cavs game
against Maccabi at Tel Aviv's Menorah
Mivtachim Arena will likely be an unusual
experience for all basketball lovers.

" Elan & Sharona Ben David
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The Shalom Week Editors wish a Happy Anniversary
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to the Mashadi couples whose wedding photos are from the Of,_lfmﬂr_ fmff Linda Kohan

Mashadi Wedding Album.

ANSWERS TO JEWISH IQ TEST:

1-c

2-Any of them 3-b (in 1923)

”%Vmgs.z Az

June Tth
Earliest Time for Tzitsit & Tefillin 4: 16

Best Time for Shema Israel before 9: 09 am

Shabbat Ends 9:13 pm
Earliest Time for Minchah 1:31PP pm
Earliest Time for Arvit with Minyan 6:50 pm
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THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE FOR YOUR AD AT A VERY LOW COST.
YOU WILL REACH THOUSANDS OF POTENTIAL CUSTOMERS!
CALL: 212 869 2291
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Available for Home Visits
Shana Tova to All
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