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TORAH PORTION OF THE WEEK

his week's portion includes further job instructions to

the Levites, Moshe is instructed to purify the camp in
preparation for the dedication of the Mishkan, the Portable
Sanctuary.
Then four laws relating to the Cohanim are given: 1) restitution
for stolen property where the owner is deceased and has no next of
kin -- goes to the Cohanim 2) If a man suspects his wife of being
unfaithful, he brings her to the Cohanim for the Sotah clarification
ceremony 3) If a person chooses to withdraw from the material
world and consecrate himself exclusively to the service of the
Almighty by becoming a Nazir (vowing not to drink wine or eat
grape products, come in contact with dead bodies or cut his hair),
he must come to the Cohen at the completion of the vow 4) the
Cohanim were instructed to bless the people with this blessing:
"May the Lord bless you and guard over you. May the Lord make
His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. May the Lord
lift up His Countenance upon you and give you peace."
The Mishkan is erected and dedicated on the first of Nissan in
the second year after the Exodus. The leaders of each tribe jointly
give wagons and oxen to transport the Mishkan. During each of
the twelve days of dedication, successively each tribal prince
gives gifts of gold and silver vessels, sacrificial animals and meal
offerings. Every prince gives exactly the same gifts as every
other prince.

TORAH LESSON OF THE WEEK

he Torah states regarding a Nazir (the person who takes a

vow to abstain from wine):
"For the crown of the Almighty is on his head"(Numbers
6:7).
The Ibn Ezra writes, "The term Nazir comes from the Hebrew
word meaning crown. You should know that almost all people
are slaves to the pleasures of the world. The only person who
is truly a king and has the royal crown on his head is someone
who is free from desires."
People who are addicted to pleasures might mistakenly view
themselves as fortunate that they have so much pleasure. The
truth is that they are enslaved by those pleasures When they
don't have them, they feel the suffering of deprivation. Their
thoughts are fixated on what they can do to obtain their desires.
They spend more time worrying about how they can obtain
pleasures than actually enjoying themselves. Seeking pleasure
is an illusory goal. A pleasure-seeker will never be fulfilled.
Happiness is a much more sensible goal than pleasure, and
the way to acquire happiness is by being in control of one's
desires. When you derive pleasure from self-discipline, your
situation is reversed. You will be free from worrying about
obtaining desires and you will constantly experience the
pleasure of being the ruler over yourself!
Every time you experience self-discipline, view yourself as a
king. You are obtaining mastery over yourself. The pleasure
you have from self-discipline will enable you to rule over your
desires.

Naso
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Why Do We Keep Two Days of Yomtov (Moed)
Instead of One (Part1)
he reason that Jews who lived outside of Israel kept two days
during the time of the Temple was because of a doubt as to which
was the day of the festival. During this time the months were decreed
by visual sighting that was concurred by the highest court of the land,
the Sanhedrin.

When two witnesses came before the Sanhedrin and testified that

they had seen the new moon, the Sanhedrin would examine them to
make certain that they truly saw it. The members of the Sanhedrin
were knowledgeable in astronomy and knew exactly when and where
the sighting should be. When the Sanhedrin accepted their testimony,
the new month was declared and messengers were sent out to inform
the various Jewish communities and cities.
Sometimes witnesses did not come due to problems such as weather
conditions and travel conditions. This would mean that the new moon
would not be declared on the day that it should have astronomically
been visible, but rather on the next day. (To be continued).

TEST YOUR JEWISH I Q: POPULATION

1-After Israel, which country in Asia has the
highest percentage of Jews?
a-Azerbaijan b-Iran c-Kazakhstan

2- Which country in Africa has the highest percentage of Jews?
a-Morocco b-Tunisia c-South Africa

3-After the USA,which country in the Americas
has the highest percentage of Jews?
a-Mexico b-Canada c-Argentina

4 MASHADI WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES )
From this month (May), Shalom Week will publish the
wedding photos of Mashadi couples whose anniversary falls
within that month.We wish all of them Mazaltov and we hope
that this will promote marriage in general and also a sense of
unity among these couples.

They might even want to organize a joint celebration!

N

Evan & Evelyn Liviem for the birth of a boy

Raymond & Vanessa HaRimian for the birth of a boy

Mr. & Mrs. Shahrokh Yaghobi and family.
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KOHANIM'S BLESSING

ince the Temple's destruction the

opportunities available for Kohanim to
serve the nation have diminished considerably.
In fact, nowadays, the only time a Kohen really
fulfills this role is in performing a Pidyon
HaBen, and reciting the priestly blessing,
which is found in this week's Torah portion,
Naso:
""May God bless you and keep you.
May God shine his countenance upon you
and be gracious to you.
May God raise his countenance upon you
and give you peace."
Today, it has become the custom for parents

to use these beautiful words to bless their

ISRAEL, NOW A MAJOR ARMS
EXPORTER.

Israeli exports of weapons to African

countries rose by 40 percent in 2014
compared with the previous year, according
to Defense Ministry data published last
week.
But overall foreign arms exports to foreign
countries were down compared to 2013 by
nearly $1 billion in 2014, the data published
in Haaretz showed.
Israeli security industries signed deals
worth $318 million in Africa, compared
with $223 million in 2013, which was the
previous all-time high.
Arms deals with African countries have

The Shalom Week
Editors wish a Happy
Anniversary to the
Mashadi couples
whose wedding photos
are from the Mashadi

Wedding Album.
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children every Friday night at the Shabbat

table.

It is perhaps not coincidental that the oldest
archaeological discovery of a biblical verse
were the words of the priestly blessing found
on an amulet, dating back 2,500 years.

In practice today, this blessing is recited by
the Kohanim at the daily morning service
in Israel, and on holidays in the Diaspora.
(Sephardi Jews say the blessing every day
even in the Diaspora.)

The actual procedure of the priestly
blessing, however, involves more than
the simple utterance of words. Indeed, in
Jewish mystical tradition, the positioning of
the Kohen's hands during the blessing is as

ISRAEL IN THE NEWS

risen steadily on an annual basis since 2009
($77 million), with only a slight dip in 2012
($107 million) compared with 2011 ($127
million).

Nevertheless, African states are still
not considered major buyers: Asian and
Pacific countries acquired Israeli military
technology and arms worth $3 billion in
2014, compared to just under a third of a
billion dollars in sales to Africa.

Overall, Israeli defense industries signed
deals worth a total of $5.66 billion in 2014,
compared with around $6.5 billion in 2013.
Among the high profile deals was a $525
million agreement with India to buy Israel’s

guided Spike missiles, which were widely
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important as the words themselves. The
fingers of the Kohen are actually aligned in
such away as to represent God's ineffable
name. Moreover, the right hand (which
represents kindness) is to be slightly elevated
above the left hand (representing judgment).
All this is designed to draw God's presence
down upon the congregation.

The blessing's effect is not limited to the
congregation, however. The priestly blessing
contains sixty letters, which represents the 60
myriads (600,000 people) who stood at Mt.
Sinai to receive the Torah. These correspond
to the 600,000 prototype souls that were
said to exist in creation. When the Kohanim
recite the blessing -- with 60 letters -- then
blessing is brought upon every Jew.

used during last summer’s Operation
Protective Edge.

According to a ministry official, the drop
in demand can be attributed to a drop in
defense budgets of several global buyers, as
well as demands by governments to equip
security forces with locally manufactured
arms.

Israel is one of the world’s top 10 weapons
exporters. According to the ministry, most
agreements in 2014 focused on upgrading
fighter aircraft and other aeronautical
systems, sales of electronic warfare and
communications equipment, armaments
and defense systems for combat aircraft,
radars and UAVs.
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May 31st

Earliest Time for Tzitsit & Tefillin 4: 23 am
Best Time for Shema Israel before 9: 10 am

Shabbat Ends 9:08 pm
Earliest Time for Minchah 1:28 pm
Earliest Time for Arvit with Minyan 6:42 pm

% Editor in chief :David Kordvani - English Editor : Ephraim Aminoff - Persian editor : Reuben Agadi - Co-editor: Amir Kohan - Contributors : Rabbi Elyahoo Ben Haim,Rabbi Yosef Bitton and Nassim Bassalian,
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