Everfresh Supermarket
People, Produce, Perfection. Free delivery Sunday to Friday.

T» D1

Open 7:30 am Sun.- Fri. For weekly specials and a chance to
win a $100 Everfresh gift card sign up at:
Info@everfreshsuermarket.com

Tel: 516-773-4600

L‘ SHALOM WEEK

#31 Behar & Bechukotai Iyar 27, 5775 - Mayl6, 2015

HALACHOT : Shavuot and the Book of Ruth

he Book of Ruth was recorded by the prophet Samuel. It is
appropriate to read the Book of Ruth on Shavuot for three
reasons: First, because Shavuot is a harvest festival and the Book
of Ruth gives us a picture of the harvest, and how the poor were
These two commandments fall into one of the seven categories  treated in the harvest season with sympathy and love. Secondly,
of evidence that God gave the Torah. If the idea is to give the  because Shavuot is the anniversary of the passing of King David,

ehar begins with the laws of Shemitah, the Sabbatical year,

where the Jewish people are commanded not to plant their
fields or tend to them in the seventh year. Every 50th year is
the Yovel, the Jubilee year, where agricultural activity is also
proscribed.

land a rest, then do not plant one-seventh of the land each year. (o} o the great-grandson of Ruth and Boaz, whose story is told
To command a farming society to completely stop cultivating ’

every 7th year, one has to be God . in the Book OfRUth', .
Also included in this portion: redeeming land which was sold, ~But perhaps the main reason for our reading the Book of Ruth

to strengthen your fellow Jew when his economic means are  on this festival is because it gives us such a vivid picture of the

faltering, not to lend to your fellow Jew with interest, the laws ger tzedek, true convert. Shavuot is the "time of the giving of

ofndeturd snvnts, The porion e with the adontion g Toa”and when we received i, we oo, ke theger ek,
’ pledged to accept the Torah and fulfill its 613 commandments.

Sanctuary.
TEST YOUR JEWISH 1 Q : Population

The second portion for this week, Bechukotai, begins with
the multitude of blessings you will receive for keeping the

commandments of the Torah. It also contains the Tochachah,

words of admonition, "If you will not listen to Me and will not . . . o
perform all of these commandments..." There are seven series of 1) How many Jews lived in Moslem countries in 1948 1
seven punishments each. Understand that God does not punish a-250,000  b-500,000 c-1 million

for punishment's sake; He wants to get our attention so that we 2) How many Jews live in Moslem countries today ?
will introspect, recognize our errors and correct our ways. God a-35,000 b-65,000 ¢-95,000

does not wish to destroy us or annul His covenant with us. He 3)Which Moslem country has the highest
wants us to know that there are consequences for our every Jewish population today ?
action; He also wants to get our attention so that we do not stray a-Iran b-Turkey c-Morocco
so far away that we assimilate and disappear as a nation.

TORAH LESSON OF THE WEEK

he Torah states:

"If your brother grows poor and his means fail him when he
is with you, then you shall uphold him" (Leviticus 25:35).
The Rambam, Moshe Maimonides, writes that this verse refers

( MASHADI WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES )
From this month (May), Shalom Week will publish the
wedding photos of Mashadi couples whose anniversary falls
within that month.We wish all of them Mazaltov and we hope
that this will promote marriage in general and also a sense of
unity among these couples.

They might even want to organize a joint celebration!

to the highest level of charity which is giving someone a present
or loan, taking him as a partner, or finding him work, before he
needs to ask for charity (from his book,Mishneh Torah),

Some basic laws of this commandment from Ahavat Chesed:
1) If someone is out of work, it is a truly great mitzvah to find
him a job. If you are unable to employ him yourself, you should
speak to other employers on his behalf. 2) If someone needs to
borrow money to start a business, it is a big act of kindness to
allow him to pay back in small amounts. If you insist that he
should pay back in one lump sum, he might be back to where
he started. 3) If someone's means of a livelihood has been
terminated and you give him a present to enable him to begin
a new business, it is a fulfillment of this commandment. For
example, someone's store burned down and he needs money to
start anew, or a woman whose husband has died needs money
to start her own business.

The Midrash states that aiding people in such circumstances
will merit a person long life.

J

This issue was donated by

Jonathan & Candice Ebrani for the birth of a boy
Oliver L Natalie Etessami for the birth of a boy
Assaf <IYadinah Yacobi for the birth of a girl
Aghajanoff I Mittleman families for
the wedding of Monica & Andrew
Gabriel T Kathrine Livian for the Barmitzvah of Ethan
Jack & Avital Rahmanan for
the Barmitzvah of Jonathan

Gabriel and Kathy Livian in honor of the Barmitzvah of Ethan
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WALKING THE WALK
his week's portion begins, "If you will
walk with My statutes." This is a strange
turn of phrase - walk with my statutes. I could
understand God instructing us to "do" the
statutes, or "observe" the statutes. But to walk
with them?
The explanation is that Torah is about walking.
Moving forward at a slow and steady pace - not
sitting still, but equally not running. Walking is
what gets you to God. If you stand still and
wait for Him to come to you, He might not.
But equally, if you expect to be able to get
where you want overnight, you will also fail.

MACCABI TEL AVIV TO PLAY
MILAN IN NEW YORK

ext October, six-time European champs

Maccabi Electra Tel Aviv and three-time
European champs EA7 Emporio Armani
Milan will compete in Euro Classic games in
Chicago and New York.
Never before have these two Turkish Airlines
Euroleague powerhouses faced off against
each other during the Euroleague Basketball
World Tour in North America.
“After many years of sending our teams to the
United States on the Euroleague Basketball
World Tour, we are very excited about the
opportunity for two of them to play each other

}g@m/\
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The Shalom
Week Editors
wish a Happy

Anniversary

to the Mashadi |
couples whose
wedding photo
are from the
Mashadi
Wedding

Album.

Glamford Rd, Great Neck
4 Bedroom, 4 Bath, 2 Car Garage.
Immediate occupancy: $4600/month

For more info call:516 482 3210

s_ka) gl AdA
House for Rent

Slow and sure wins the race. Bit by bit, steady,
daily growth leads us to Godliness.

Judaism does not believe in an "all or
nothing" approach. Every command is a
unique opportunity for Godliness - and it is
independent of every other command. I always
say that if a Jew cannot help himself from
eating in McDonalds, he should at least try to
have a plain burger instead of a cheeseburger.
At least he's not having milk with the non-
kosher meat. And if you're not going to fast on
Yom Kippur, at least try to eat a bit less.

This is not hypocrisy; it is being realistic.
Hypocrisy is when you pretend to be

there !or t!e irst time,” sal! J OI'!I Bertomeu,

Euroleague Basketball President and CEO.
The first game is scheduled for October 1 at
the United Center in Chicago, marking the first
time a Euroleague team will play there. On
October 4, Maccabi and Milan will compete in
Manbhattan’s Madison Square Garden, where
Maccabi played to packed arenas against the
New York Knicks in 2007 and 2009.

On the Maccabi roster is Jewish forward
Sylven Landsberg, a former New York State
Mr. Basketball, and University of Florida star
center Alex Tyus.

Tickets go on sale in Chicago on May 10 and in

Vasds o Ga) 9 650
VAAA o YE oM
Nazé and Ui Ben Yebuda
cHMitan - May ZF, 7955

ANSWERS TO JEWISH IQ TEST:

1-c 3-b (17,000)

something you are not - when you pretend

to fast on Yom Kippur even though you are
eating in secret. Being realistic means having
the realization that no one is perfect. We all
make mistakes. If we are waiting to be perfect
before we try to be good, we will most likely
end up being bad.

The path to God is one that must be "walked."
Every step is valuable, every step counts.
And two steps back, with one step forward, is
better than just two steps back. Being a good
person does not mean getting everything right.
It means "walking" in the right direction.
You may never reach perfection, but you will
accomplish a great deal along the way.

New York on May 31, the day of the Celebrate
Israel Parade in Manhattan.

Maccabi Tel Aviv and Milan enjoy one of
Europe’s most enduring rivalries. In 2014,
Maccabi defeated Milan in a best-of-five
playoff series to advance to the Final Four and
eventually win the Euroleague title. In 1987
and 1988, Milan beat Maccabi in consecutive
championship games that featured legends
such as Bob McAdoo, Mike D’Antoni and
Kevin Magee.

The Tel Aviv team has recently opened an
office in New York City as part of its global
expansion plans.

May 17th

Earliest Time for Tzitsit & Tefillin 4: 32 am
Best Time for Shema Israel before 9: 13 am

Shabbat Ends 8:56 pm
Earliest Time for Minchah 1:27 pm
Earliest Time for Arvit with Minyan 6:36 pm

aﬂl Editor in chief :David Kordvani - English Editor : Ephraim Aminoff - Persian editor : Reuben Agadi - Co-editor: Amir Kohan - Contributors : Rabbi Elyahoo Ben Haim,Rabbi Yosef Bitton and Nassim Bassalian,
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THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE FOR YOUR AD AT AVERY LOW COST.
YOU WILL REACH THOUSANDS OF POTENTIAL CUSTOMERS!
CALL: 212 869 2291
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Michael Salamatbad D.O.
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Available for Home Visits
Shana Tova to All
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