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TORAH PORTION OF THE WEEK

In the second year of travel in the desert, Moshe and Aharon
were commanded by the Almighty to count all male Israelites
between 20 and 60. There were 603,550 available for military
service. The tribe of Levi was exempt because of their special
duties as religious leaders. (It is probably from here that countries
give divinity deferments to clergy and divinity students.)

The twelve tribes were directed regarding the formation (three
tribes were on each side of the Portable Sanctuary) in which
they were to camp and travel.

The 22,300 Levites were commanded in the Sanctuary service.
The family of Gershon was to transport the coverings of the
Sanctuary. The family of Kehot carried the Ark, Table, Menorah
and Altars. The family of Merari transported the boards, pillars,
bolts and sockets.

TORAH LESSON OF THE WEEK

he Torah states:

"And with you shall be one man from each tribe, each man
should be the head of his family." (Numbers 1:4).
What lesson about life is the Torah conveying with this verse?
A simple and boorish person who came from a distinguished
lineage was arguing with a wise scholar who came from a
non-distinguished family. The coarse ignoramus boasted about
his illustrious ancestors. "I am a scion of a great people. Your
ancestors are nothing compared to mine," he arrogantly boasted.
The scholar retorted, "True, you come from a long line of great
people. Unfortunately, the line ends with you. My family tree
begins with me."
"This," wrote Rabbi Moshe Chaifetz, author of Meleches
Machsheves, "is the idea of our verse. Each man should be the
head of his family's lineage. He should be an elevated person
in his own right." Rather than boasting about one's prominent
lineage, one should focus on making oneself into an elevated
person.
Lineage has been compared to a carrot - oftentimes the best part
is in the ground. In truth, lineage is like the number "zero." If
you make something of yourself you place a "one" before the
zero. If you are a "zero" then all you have are two zeroes. Your
lesson: You should live your life so that your descendants will
be proud to consider you their ancestor!
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HALACHOT : Dairy Foods

here is a universal Jewish tradition of eating dairy foods on
Shavuot. Various reasons have been suggested, among them:
The Biblical book Song of Songs (4:11) refers to the sweet
nourishing value of Torah by saying: "It drips from your lips, like
honey and milk under your tongue."
The verse in Exodus 23:19 juxtaposes the holiday of Shavuot with
the prohibition of mixing milk and meat. On Shavuot, we therefore
eat separate meals — one of milk and one of meat.
Upon receiving the Torah at Mount Sinai, the Jews immediately
became obligated in the laws of Shechita — slaughter of animals.
Since they did not have time to prepare kosher meat, they ate dairy
instead.
The numerical value of milk — chalav — is 40. This hints to the 40
days that Moses spent atop Mount Sinai, and the 40 years the Jews
spent wandering the desert.

TEST YOUR JEWISH I Q: Shavout

1- Which king was born and also died on Shavout?
(a)Saul  (b) David (c) Solomon

2- Which book do we read on Shavout?
(a) Shir Hashirim (b) Ruth (c) Daniel

3- The Torah was given in which Hebrew year?
(a) 2448 (b)2848 (c) 3248

MASHADI WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
From this month (May), Shalom Week will publish the
wedding photos of Mashadi couples whose anniversary falls
within that month.We wish all of them Mazaltov and we hope
that this will promote marriage in general and also a sense of
unity among these couples.
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o CHILDREN'S BRACHA UNDER THE LARGE TZITZIT ®
+ All 3 synagogues will have a special bracha for the children on
Monday May 25th ( 2nd day of Shavuot ).
After the bracha, the children will receive

. ice cream sponsored by the Kordvani family .
.0..0.0..0...0....0.0.0..0...0.0..0...0.00.

Nader I Sanam Kashanian for the birth of a boy

Yvan < Lilian Kashanian for
the Barmitzvah of Ariel <L Daniel
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Total Harmony
Parshat Bamidbar begins with a census
of the Jewish people. We might think
this "reduces everyone to a number." But
actually the census teaches that every Jew
is important. The Kabbalists point out that
just as 600,000 Jewish souls stood at Mount
Sinai, so too there are 600,000 letters in the
Torah (including the white spaces between
letters). And just as a Torah scroll is invalid
if even a single letter is missing, so too
the Jewish people need everyone working
together.
Yet if every Jew is so important, why

New Foreign Buyers of
Israeli Real Estate
Foreigners purchasing real estate in the

center of Israel is nothing new. Over
the past year, however, the familiar buyers,
from France, Belgium and England, have
been joined by new players in the market —
Scandinavian Jews, primarily from Sweden
and Denmark, who have conducted dozens of
real-estate deals in the country of late, focusing
on apartments in high-rise buildings in Tel
Aviv and Herzliya.
Some of the buyers have moved into their

Glamford Rd, Great Neck
4 Bedroom, 4 Bath, 2 Car Garage.
Immediate occupancy: $4600/month

For more info call:516 482 3210
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does this week's parsha go on to describe
the special role for the tribe of Levi? Isn't
that discriminatory? Just by virtue of birth,
is a Levite inherently "better" than a non-
Levite?

In truth, everyone is equally important. Sure,
some people are born smarter, and some
with more talent in one area or another. But
that doesn't make that person any "better."
The key to living in harmony is that
everyone fulfills his/her own capability, and
is accepting of others as equally valuable.
Thestoryistold ofthe greatsage ofJerusalem,

ISRAEL IN THE NEWS

new apartments, and some are buying for
investment purposes or in preparation for a
possible move to Israel in the future.

"I've brokered around 30 deals in Tel Aviv
alone in the past few months, and various other
significant deals in the city are in the works,"
says Marchello Enchilini, CEO of Franchi
Real Estate, which specializes in working with
foreign clients.

"We've seen an upswing in buyers from
Scandinavia, primarily Sweden, on the
backdrop of the anti-Semitism they are
experiencing. We're not talking about

Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Auerbach. One
evening he asked his congregation to wait
to begin prayers until the street sweeper had
arrived. Rabbi Auerbach explained: "This
man is totally devoted to beautifying the
streets of Jerusalem. I only wish that my
own work would be performed with such
pure intentions!"

So before we look down on another person,
let's remember that every human being has
an important contribution to make. And in
life, the only thing we truly earn is our own
good name

purchases on the same scale as those being
made by the French Jews, but there's definitely
been an increase in recent months."

The fact that Tel Aviv is the focus of the recent
purchases comes as no surprise: According
to Construction and Housing Ministry data,
Tel Aviv lies second on the list of Israeli
cities favored by foreign residents. Of the
total number of real-estate purchases by non-
residents in 2013, the ministry figures show,
31 percent were made in Jerusalem, 18 percent
in Tel Aviv, 11 percent in Netanya and around
six percent in Ashdod.
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The Shalom Week Editors wish a Happy Anniversary to the Mashadi couples whose wedding
photos are from the Mashadi Wedding Album.

ANSWERS TO JEWISH IQ TEST:

(b (2) b 3) a

May 24th

Earliest Time for Tzitsit & Tefillin 4: 23 am
Best Time for Shema Israel before 9: 10 am

Shabbat Ends 9:03 pm
Earliest Time for Minchah 1:28 pm
Earliest Time for Arvit with Minyan 6:42 pm

% Editor in chief :David Kordvani - English Editor : Ephraim Aminoff - Persian editor : Reuben Agadi - Co-editor: Amir Kohan - Contributors : Rabbi Elyahoo Ben Haim,Rabbi Yosef Bitton and Nassim Bassalian,

May 25 Shavuot Ends: 8.54 pm
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THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE FOR YOUR AD AT AVERY LOW COST.
YOU WILL REACH THOUSANDS OF POTENTIAL CUSTOMERS!
CALL: 212 869 2291
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