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L‘ SHALOM WEEK

Vayikra

TORAH PORTION OF THE WEEK

he book of Vayikra (Leviticus) primarily deals with what

are commonly called "sacrifices" or "offerings." According
to Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch: a "sacrifice" implies giving
up something that is of value to oneself for the benefit of anoth-
er. An "offering" implies a gift which satisfies the receiver. The
Almighty does not need our gifts. He has no needs or desires.
The Hebrew word is korban, which is best translated as a means
of bringing oneself into a closer relationship with the Almighty.
The offering of korbanot was only for our benefit to come close
to the Almighty.
Ramban, one of the essential commentaries on Torah, explains
that through the vicarious experience of what happened to the
animal korbanot, the transgressor realized the seriousness of his
transgression. This aided him in the process of teshuva — cor-
recting his erring ways.
This week's portion includes the details of various types of kor-
banot: burnt offering, flour offering (proof that one does not
need to offer "blood" to gain atonement), the first grain offering,
peace offering, unintentional sin offering (private and commu-
nal), guilt (for an intentional sin) offerings — varied upon one's
ability to pay, and an offering for personal use of something
designated or belonging to the Tabernacle or the Temple.
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TORAH LESSON OF THE WEEK

he Torah states:

"Every meal offering that you offer to the Almighty do not
make it chometz (leavened); for you shall burn no yeast, nor any
honey, in any offering of the Almighty made by fire. With all your
offerings you shall offer salt" (Leviticus 2:11-13).
Yeast and honey were not permitted
in the offering on the altar. Yeast
makes the dough rise higher, but it
is an external additive. Honey makes
things taste sweet, but it is also an
external additive. Salt, on the other
hand, brings out the flavor of the food,
but only the flavor that is already
there. This, says Rabbi Mordechai
Gifter, symbolizes a basic principle
in spiritual matters.
When serving the Almighty you
should follow the model of salt. That
is, utilize all the abilities and talents
that you have to serve Him. Do not
be like yeast that causes distortion of
what is there. Do not be like honey
that is very sweet, but is something

borrowed from the outside. Be
Eliyahu Zarovabeli

yourself, but make every effort to
be all that you can be.

Mr. I Mrs. Avner Zaboulani <l sons.

Everfresh Supermarket
People, Produce, Perfection. Free delivery Sunday to Friday.

Open 7:30 am Sun.- Fri. For weekly specials and a chance to

win a $100 Everfresh gift card sign up at:
Info@everfreshsuermarket.com

Tel: 516-773-4600

Nisan 1, 5775 - March 21, 2015

Halachot Rosh Chodesh

Today is Rosh Chodesh Nisan ( also the 1st day of Spring
-Norouz-Persian New Year)
The Jewish year and the Jewish day follow the sun. But the Jewish
month follows the moon’s cycle of 29 days and a half. This is why
sometimes we have one day of Rosh Chodesh and sometimes two.
Our rabbis mentioned a long time ago that there is a remarkable
resemblance between the cycle of the moon and the cycle of
renewal of the Jewish people.
The solar system determines the year, in Hebrew “shana,” which
comes from the same root as “to repeat, to go over,” whereas the
moon sets the months, “Chodesh” from the Hebrew root “chadash,”
— new, change, different.
The Jewish people are compared to the moon. Though they are
small, and suffering has been an integral part of their history among
the nations, the Jew knows never to give up. As an individual and
as a nation, he will rise up again and light up the night”.

Which of these animals / fish/ birds are kosher?
1.a)Deer b) Ox c) Goat
2 a)Sturgeon b) Shark c¢) Dolphin
3. a) Ostrich b) Swan

c¢) Heron

QUOTES OF THE WEEK
In Israel, in order to be a realist,
you must believe in miracles.
David Ben-Gurion
If you can’t explain it, you don't fully understand it.
Vilna Gaon

The Shalom Week Editors would like to wish Mazaltov
to Mr. & Mrs. Khosrow Nemati on the Barmitzvah of their
grandson, Eliyahu Zarovabeli.

Mr.Nemati was one of the Editors of Shalom Magazine.

Robert el Sara Nowbakht for the birth of a girl
Pedram & Caroline Nemati for the birth of a girl
Zaroovabeli T Rendel families for
the wedding of Robin <l Michael
Behzad (Nissan) T Dafna Zarovabeli for
the Barmitzvah of Eliyahu

\\=/f\(




S

SALES REPS WANTED
Jewelry manufacturer with a huge line is
looking for energetic traveling sales reps.

No experience necessary.
Contact: 212-730-0312 ext.1
Emilio @Emiliojewelry.com
EMILIO JEWELRY CORP.
WWW. EMILIOJEWELRY.COM

Ty

Yosef Liviem - Video Editor
Montages for Special Occasion
Preserve your most cherished memories
Transfer your Video Cassette VHS/VHS-C to DVD
Transfer Audio Cassettes to CD's or Mobile o i0as
For more info, please call 347.610.9626 or
email : yliviem1990@gmail.com

BEST OF AISH HATORAH

Humility And The Small Aleph
Judaism says that humility is a clear,

objective understanding of exactly who
you are. The truly humble person recognizes
his strengths and weaknesses relative to
himself, to others, and to G-d. He entertains
no false notions about his place in the
scheme of things.
Seeing oneself in an unfairly low light is a
problem of "false humility." One popular
story tells of a yeshiva dean who reprimanded
a student for walking around with an air of
humility. "You're not so big that you can act
so small," the rabbi told him.
Beyond this, false humility can even be
dangerous. If one views himselfunfavorably,
he might fail to take necessary action when
it is called for. Rebbe Nachman of Breslav,
a great Chassidic rebbe, used to say that
the mistake of the righteous is that they see
themselves in too small a light - and thus

ISRAEL IN THE NEWS

Israeli's 'magic kippa' made to

protect Jews from attacks

n Israeli barber has fashioned what

he calls "magic" kippas out of hair,
designed to allow religious Jews to cover
their heads without attracting unwanted
attention from anti-Semites.
Shalom Koresh said his skullcap, known
as a yarmulke in Yiddish and a kippa
in Hebrew, was inspired by rising anti-
Semitism in Europe and elsewhere. He said
he has seen particular interest from buyers
in France and Belgium.
"This kippa is washable, you can brush it,
you can dye it," Koresh said in his salon
in central Israel. "It was created so people
could feel comfortable going to places
where they are afraid to go, or places where
they can't wear it, and feel secure.”
France has seen a spike in anti-Semitic
attacks in recent years. The killing of four
French Jews in a hostage standoff at a
Paris kosher market earlier this month has
deepened fears among European Jews.
Many Jews in Europe, especially France,
say they feel unsafe walking around

fail to do all they otherwise could to bring
about the redemption.

What is the Torah's primary description of
Moses, the greatest prophet of all time? He
was "the most humble of all people." (see
Numbers 12:3)

It is precisely due to this quality that Moses
was chosen as the transmitter of G-d's
Torah.As someone dedicated to truth and
untouched by the self-delusions that blind
others, Moses knew his place - and as such
rightfully deserved to deliver G-d's truth to
the world.

At the same time, Moses was keenly aware
that despite one's position, a person must be
cautious in dealing with others. Over and
over again - despite an awareness of his own
relative greatness - Moses shows himself
to be oflowly spirit when interacting with
others.

A beautiful example is found in this week's
Torah portion, which begins by describing
G-d's call to Moses from within the
Tabernacle Sanctuary. As Rashi explains,

the word used to describe G-d's calling
out to Moses - "vayikra" - attests to a very
intimate contact. For while G-d openly
"speaks" to very few, those He "calls out"
to is even rarer.

Curiously, the word "vayikra" is written
in Torah scrolls with a small letter Aleph.
If we would disregard the small Aleph,
the word would read "vayikar" - a word
associated with a "chance encounter" - i.e. a
much lower level of intimacy. The Midrash
says this small Aleph was due to a scribal
modification by Moses. Uncomfortable
with the word "vayikra" - a statement which
proclaimed his preciousness in G-d's eyes,
Moses sought to downplay this in a way
that did not compromise the meaning of the
original text, yet made clear to others that he
was still a man of lowly spirit.

Moses epitomized the heights of humility
- because while fully aware of his own
greatness, he was careful not to flaunt it in
the face of others.

wearing the symbols of their faith. A 2013
European Union report found that one in
five European Jews avoid wearing kippas
or other Jewish symbols for fear of being
harassed or attacked. The kippa could also
serve Jews traveling to the Middle East,
where they encounter hostility in many
Arab countries.

Koresh's hairy kippa, which he has
dubbed the "Magic Kippa," comes in an
array of shades and colors. He sells them
online, starting at 49 euros (56 dollars) for
synthetic hair and 79 euros (91 dollars) for
ones made of natural hair. The skullcap can
be fastened onto the wearer's real hair with
hidden clips.

"You don't feel a thing. It feels like it is part
of your hair. There isn't such a difference
between this and a regular kippa. It feels the
same," said Maor Hania, who modelled a
dark brown skullcap at Koresh's salon.

The hairy kippa received mixed reactions
among skullcap-wearing men in Jerusalem.
Some said they felt ill at ease with the idea
of hiding their identity abroad, but others
welcomed the protection.

"It's very dangerous in France right now
and it's dangerous for a person to walk
outside with a kippa," said Richard Altabe,

ANSWERS TO JEWISH IQ TEST:

1. All 2.None 3. None

who wore a regular black kippa atop
his silver hair. "So if this is how they can
maintain their religious commitment, why
not?"

Jay Leno Returns To Israel
Jay Leno is making a comeback — in Israel.
The late-night legend says he will return to
Israel in June to host the award ceremony
for the second annual “Genesis Prize.”
Leno also hosted the inaugural ceremony
last year for what is billed as “the Jewish
Nobel Prize.” The $1 million prize is being
awarded to Oscar-winning actor Michael
Douglas in recognition of his “passion” for
his Jewish heritage and Israel.
“People seem to be genuinely happy to see
you,” he told The Associated Press. “There
you kind of get swarmed. People run over,
and the grandmas pinch your cheeks. So
that was kind of fun.”
He said he felt that people seemed especially
appreciative of his decision to visit at a time
when entertainers are under pressure to
boycott Israel over its policies toward the
Palestinians. “Israelis are thrilled when you
actually show up,” he said.

March 15th

Earliest Time for Tzitsit & Tefillin 6: 01 am
Best Time for Shema Israel before 9: 58 am

Shabbat Ends 7:58 pm
Earliest Time for Minchah 1:32 pm
Earliest Time for Arvit with Minyan 5:51 pm

% Editor in chief :David Kordvani - English Editor : Ephraim Aminoff - Persian editor : Reuben Agadi - Co-editor: Amir Kohan - Contributors : Rabbi Elyahoo Ben Haim,Rabbi Yosef Bitton and Nassim Bassalian,
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THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE FOR YOUR AD AT A VERY LOW COST.
YOU WILL REACH THOUSANDS OF POTENTIAL CUSTOMERS!
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516-439-5060
615 B Middle Neck Road,
Great Neck, NY 11023
Available for Home Visits
Shana Tova to All
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