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TORAH PORTION OF THE WEEK

he Torah portion includes the infamous story of the Golden

Calf. The people wrongly calculated that Moses was late in
coming down from Mount Sinai and the people were already
seeking a replacement for him by making the Golden Calf (there
is a big lesson in patience for us here).
Moses sees them dancing around the calf and in anger breaks the
Two Tablets; he then punishes the 3,000 wrongdoers ( 0.1% of
the 3 million people), pleads to God not to wipe out the people,
requests to see the Divine Glory, and receives the second set of
Tablets of the Ten Commandments.

TORAH LESSON OF THE WEEK

ow is Shabbat a sign of the relationship between the

Almighty and the Jewish people?
The Chofetz Chaim gives two parables to illustrate how
Shabbat serves as a sign of the relationship between the
Jewish people and the Almighty. When two people are
engaged to be married they send each other gifts. Even if
difficulties arise between them, as long as they keep the
gifts, then we know that they still plan to get married. If
they return the gifts, then we know that the relationship
between them is over. Similarly, as long as a person
observes Shabbat we see that he still has a relationship
with the Almighty. The Talmud (Shabbat 10b) describes the
Shabbat as a special gift the Almighty gave to the Jewish
people. If a person, as it were, returns this gift of Shabbat,
it signifies difficulties with the relationship.
The second parable: "When a person opens a new store, he
puts a sign outside that tells everyone what kind of store
it is. A tailor will have a symbol that shows he is a tailor;
a shoemaker will have a symbol that he is a shoemaker.
Even if a person travels away for a while, as long as his
sign is still on the outside of the store, everyone can expect
him to eventually return. As soon as he takes down his
emblem from his store, we know that he no longer plans
to return."
"When you observe Shabbat," continues the Chofetz
Chaim, "you testify that the Almighty created the world
in six days and rested on the seventh. By keeping Shabbat
you proclaim that you have this awareness. A person who
fails to keep Shabbat removes this sign. This is the reason
for the importance of Shabbat."
Ahad Ha'am, a secular Jewish author, wrote: "More than
the Jewish people have kept Shabbat, Shabbat has kept the
Jewish people".
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Everfresh Supermarket
People, Produce, Perfection. Free delivery Sunday to Friday.

Open 7:30 am Sun.- Fri. For weekly specials and a chance to
win a $100 Everfresh gift card sign up at:
Info@everfreshsuermarket.com

Tel: 516-773-4600
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HALACHOT Kosher Fish

he Torah says: "These you may eat, of all that are in the

waters. Everything in the waters that has fins and scales ...
you may eat. But anything in the seas or the rivers that has not
fins and scales ... is forbidden to you" (Lev. 11:9-11).
Both elements, scales (qasqeset) and fins (senapir) are necessary
for a fish to be considered Kosher. The Rabbis of the Talmud
taught that although both elements are necessary, all fish with
scales also have fins. Thus, in practical terms, a Kosher fish
is identified simply by the presence of scales (the scales are
obviously removed in the process of cleaning the fish).
Illustrations: Salmon, Tuna, White fish, etc. are Kosher (more
specifically tabor) because they have scales. Crustaceans
such as lobster or squid, clams, oysters, etc. are not Kosher
(they are ta-me) because they lack scales.

TEST YOUR JEWISH 1 Q :

1) What does Tzedaka (charity) mean literally?

a) pity b) comfort c) righteousness
2)What are Ta'amim ?
a) priest's clothes b) musical notes c) sacrifices
3)What does 'Arba Kanfot' refer to?
a)tefillin b)tzitzit katan c)lulav

QUOTES OF THE WEEK

1. Your talent is G-d's gift to you.
How you use it is your gift to G-d.

2.The only place where success comes before work is
in the dictionary.

3. If you are not happy with what you have,
you will not be happy with what you get

4. Courage is what it takes to stand up and speak;
courage is also what it takes to sit down and listen.

5. Criticism may not be agreeable, but it is necessary.
It fulfils the same function as pain in the human body.
It calls attention to an unhealthy state of things.
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SALES REPS WANTED
Jewelry manufacturer with a huge line is
looking for energetic traveling sales reps.

No experience necessary.
Contact: 212-730-0312 ext.1
Emilio @Emiliojewelry.com
EMILIO JEWELRY CORP.
WWW. EMILIOJEWELRY.COM

Ty

Yosef Liviem - Video Editor
Montages for Special Occasion
Preserve your most cherished memories
Transfer your Video Cassette VHS/VHS-C to DVD
Transfer Audio Cassettes to CD's or Mobile o i0as
For more info, please call 347.610.9626 or
email : yliviem1990@gmail.com

BEST OF AISH HATORAH

Communal Influence
he transgression of the Golden Calf is
probably the single greatest mistake in
Jewish history. But if we take a closer look,
it doesn't seem all that bad. Out of 3 millions
Jews, how many would you say perpetrated
this awful calamity? Three-quarters? A half?
A third?
The Torah says that at the end of it all, when
they rounded up the culprits, only 3,000
people were involved. That's 0.1%. And yet,
the whole Jewish nation is held responsible.
The Golden Calf is regarded as a mistake
made by the entire Jewish people made, not
just a mistake of 3,000 Jews. Why?
It is understandable that individuals should
|

ISRAEL IN THE NEWS

Examples of Biased Phrases Used
by the Media
"Suicide Bombers" -- They are not
individuals who commit suicide with a
bomb. They are mass-murderers of men,
woman and children.
"Militants" -- The media often uses
"militants" when referring to terrorists and
mass-murderers. It is used because it is a
softer term and is less condemning.
"Occupied Territories" -- The League
of Nations Palestine Mandate recognized
the Jewish people's right to reconstitute
its Jewish National Home in Palestine
(including Judea and Samaria and originally
including what became Transjordan) and
called for settlement of the Jews on this
land. They are at worse disputed, not
"occupied".
"Retaliation" -- To retaliate is to return
injury for injury. Israel responds to prevent
future attacks, to defend its citizens. This
is a responsibility to its citizens and is a
very far cry from the actions of terrorists
targeting civilians.
""Millions of Palestinian Refugees and Their
Descendants" -- Palestine's 1947 population
was 2 million people of whom at least 1/3 were
Jews. About 500,000 Arabs left Israel (and, by the
way, a greater number of Jews were evicted from
Arab countries which is rarely mentioned).

be held accountable for broad-reaching
acts condoned by society - after all, it is
individuals who make up a society. But why
should a society be held accountable for
the acts of a group of individuals within it?
Surely, every society has its deviants.
The answer lies in understanding that society
is the single greatest influence on our lives
and our values. It shapes who we are more
than any other single force. If society has
the power to shape the values of individuals,
then it must also be held accountable if it
fails to do so. The fact that individuals
could build an idol meant that they lived in
a society that was not sufficiently abhorred
by such an idea. Had building an idol been
considered totally and utterly outrageous,
they would never have contemplated doing
it.
| | | I I I
Israel And Jordan Sign Historic
Water Agreement
The “Red-Dead” project, first agreed upon
in December 2013, will connect the Red
Sea to the Dead Sea via a 200-kilometer-
long pipeline that will lead 100 million
cubic meters of water up north every year.
A desalination plant will also be erected
north of the Jordanian tourist resort of
Aqaba, and will serve both Jordan and
Israel. The high-salt-content water left over
in the desalination process, or brine, will be
streamed into the Dead Sea, known for its
high salt content.
The agreement will provide a much needed
environmental solution for the Dead Sea,
an important economic resource to both
sides, providing both touristic business and
industrial benefits.
Shared by the neighboring nations, it has

The fact that slavery is considered such
an evil in the West means that it does not
exist. Adultery is considered by many as
the betrayal of a sacred oath. It's one of the
Ten Commandments. So why is adultery so
common, even rampant?

Because for most people, it is regarded as
"not a good idea" - perhaps even "wrong"
- but not massively high on the scale
of wrongs. And when society lacks the
commitment to condemn an action, it leaves
people much bolder to do as they please.
Society shapes the values of individuals
within it and, as such, Judaism holds a
society responsible for the acts of those
individuals. It seems that we're still paying
for the Golden Calf today.

been rapidly shrinking in recent decades
due to diversion of incoming water from
the Jordan River, its surface falling 22
meters since 1970.

The sides have also agreed to transfer water
from northern Israel to the Jordanian capital
of Amman.

The laying of the pipeline, which will be
located on the Jordanian side of the border,
is expected to cost $250 million, and may be
partially funded by the European Union and
the World Bank, according to TheMarker.
Construction of the plant is expected to
begin in approximately 18 months, and
the pipeline will begin to be laid in three
years.

A joint Jordanian-Israeli directorate will be
established to execute the project.

As per phone conversations with rice importers and receipt of confirmation letters from

them, Rabbi Eliyahu Ben Haim has confirmed that the following brands of rice are 100%
pure, are not enriched, and have no additives or preservatives. Therefore, they are suitable for
use on Passover.

The brands are as follows:
Lal Qilla - Shahzadeh - Pari - Royal - Zebra - Deer -
Empire - Tilda- Dunar - Dunar brown rice

Even though these rices are pure, Jewish Law requires them to be cleaned
at least 3 times and washed thoroughly before use for Passover.
Please avoid any enriched rice.

Chag Kasher Ve Sameach

ANSWERS TO JEWISH IQ TEST:

e 2)b 3)b

March 8th

Earliest Time for Tzitsit & Tefillin 6: 24 am

Best Time for Shema Israel before 10: 11
Clock

Shabbat Ends 6:43 pm
Earliest Time for Minchah 1:34 pm

am Earliest Time for Arvit with Minyan 5:40 pm

% Editor in chief :David Kordvani - English Editor : Ephraim Aminoff - Persian editor : Reuben Agadi - Co-editor: Amir Kohan - Contributors : Rabbi Elyahoo Ben Haim,Rabbi Yosef Bitton and Nassim Bassalian, ﬁ
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YOU WILL REACH THOUSANDS OF POTENTIAL CUSTOMERS!
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