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TORAH PORTION OF THE WEEK

The Torah continues this week with the command to make for
use in the Mishkan, the Portable Sanctuary - oil for the Me-
norah and clothes for the Cohanim, the Priests. It then gives
instruction for the consecration of the Cohanim and the Outer
Altar. The portion concludes with instructions for constructing
the Incense Altar.

TORAH LESSON OF THE WEEK

he Torah states:

"And you shall command the Children of Israel that they
bring to you pure pressed olive oil for illumination to keep the
lamp constantly burning" (Exodus 27:20).

The Midrash comments on this verse that the Almighty does not
really need the light, but you should nonetheless make a light
for Him just as He makes light for you. The Midrash gives the
analogy of a blind person and a person who could see who were
walking together. The person with sight led the blind person
the entire way. When they came to their destination the sighted
person told the blind person to make a light. "I want you to do
this," he said, "so you will not feel a debt of gratitude for all that
I have done for you. Now you have done something for me in
return."”

Rabbi Yeruchem Levovitz comments that from here we see
what total kindness is. There are many ulterior motives a person
can have when he does favors for others. The ultimate in doing
kindness is to do it without any expectations for something in
return. This Midrash should be our guide when we do a favor for
another person. Our attitude should be totally to help someone
and not expect even gratitude in return.

Many people feel strong resentment towards people who do not
show any gratitude for what they have done for them. While a
person should feel gratitude, one who does kindnesses for others
for the sake of doing kindness will be free of any negative feelings
towards someone who does not reciprocate or express gratitude.
Moreover, an elevated person will go out of his way to make
the person receiving his kindness feel

free of any obligations towards him.

Who is this
well-known person?
See inside

Tetzaveh

/ Purim Baskets (Mishloach Manot) "\

This issue was donated by

Everfresh Supermarket
People, Produce, Perfection. Free delivery Sunday to Friday.
Open 7:30 am Sun.- Fri. For weekly specials and a chance to
win a $100 Everfresh gift card sign up at:
Info@everfreshsuermarket.com

Tel: 516-773-4600
Adar 9, 5775 - February 28, 2015

HALACHOT Purim

ednesday night March 4th, and Thursday March 5th we
will celebrate the holiday of Purim.
The story of Purim is recorded in Megilat Esther - Scroll of
Esther. We read Megilat Esther on Purim evening and again
during the morning service. It is important to attend synagogue
to hear the Megilah reading. If one cannot attend synagogue, one
should have the Megilah read at home or at work.
Q. Why do we make a noise when Haman’s name is mentioned
in the Megilah?
A. Haman descended from Amalek and the Torah tells us that we
must «erase the remembrance of Amalek». Thus, when the reader
mentions Haman, we «erase» his name by making noise. There
was an ancient custom where Haman’s name was written upon
two sticks. Every time Haman was mentioned, people would
bang the sticks together until his name was erased.

TEST YOUR JEWISH | Q : Purim

1- How many daughters did Haman have?
a.0 b.l1 ¢.3

2- Who was Esther descended from?
a. King Saul b. King David c.King Solomon

3- What was Esther's Hebrew name?
a. Hannah b. Hadassah c.Hila

For many years Marilyn Kordvani organized the sale of Mishloach Manot
gift baskets in our synagogues. In her memory,
her daughter Cheri Haghighat will continue in this tradition.
As usual the baskets will be packed with only Israeli products (mostly Kosher for Pesach).

They are exceptional value and usually sell out very quickly.

To ensure that you receive the number of baskets you need,
please give your orders in advance by calling one of the following:
Cheri Haghigat (212) 944-2700 - Mino Hakimian (516) 487-3636

Mitra Hezghia (516) 482-0444

All proceeds go to Gym Minyan Youth Programs

Isaac I Debbie Nassimi for the birth of a girl

Sabzevari I Yadgar families for the wedding of Judith e Joseph
Sepehir <L Mojdef (Kashanian) Samouhi for the Torah reading of Bruce
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SALES REPS WANTED
Jewelry manufacturer with a huge line is
looking for energetic traveling sales reps.

No experience necessary.
Contact: 212-730-0312 ext.1
Emilio @Emiliojewelry.com
EMILIO JEWELRY CORP.
WWW. EMILIOJEWELRY.COM
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To sponsor one issue in honor of
a shira or in memory of
a loved one or to advertise
Call : 212-869-2291
e-mail: holondon@aol.com

BEST OF AISH HATORAH

Amalek and Purim
Parshat Tetzaveh usually precedes Purim,
when we read the "maftir" portion
describing how Amalek attacked the Jewish
people as they left Egypt - even though
Amalek lived in a distant land and was
under no imminent threat.
So why did Amalek attack?
The Torah says that Amalek attacked the Jews
"karcha" - which literally means by way of
happenstance. Amalek's entire philosophy is
that there is no design or providence in the
world. Everything is haphazard, dictated by

Purim
and the last laugh

Aclose look at Purim, the greatest day
in Adar, reveals its connection to
laughter. The entire Jewish people, every
man woman and child, young and old,
was sentenced to die on a single day in
Adar. The decree was signed by the most
powerful monarch in the world, and the
specter of death loomed palpably. The
gallows built to hang the leader of the
Jewish people towered ominously over
the Persian Empire’s capital city, the
Jewish people fasted and mourned, and
there was no foreseeable way out. As a
nation, we were bound and placed on
the altar of the nations. The knife inched
closer and closer to our neck.

Yet suddenly, through prayer, faith and
bravery, everything changed in a swift
turn of events when Esther denounced
Haman and King Achashveirosh reversed
his decree. We were saved, the body
of the wicked Haman swung from the
gallows erected for Mordechai, and we
received a license to kill those who had
plotted against us. The “dirty Jews” went
from being a hated people whose life
was virtually worthless to a nation that
the gentiles clamored to join (per Esther
8:17).

To this day, we celebrate the victory,

chance, luck and fate. That's why Haman, a
direct descendent of Amalek, decided to kill
the Jews based on a lottery, from which the
name "Purim" is derived.

Philosophically, Amalek and the Jewish
people stand at opposite ends of the
spectrum. Judaism believes that the world
has purpose and meaning, and that God is
intimately involved in our lives. Indeed,
that is the very lesson of Purim: Even when
things seems bleak, God is there, guiding
events. With Haman's decree, it seemed that
the Jews were doomed. But then there was a
dramatic turnabout.

In our own lives, to the extent we may doubt

God's involvement, is the extent that
Amalek's philosophy of randomness is part
of us.

The Kabbalists point out the numerical value
of Amalek -- 240 -- is the same assafek,
meaning "doubt." The energy of Amalek is
to create doubts about what is true and real
in this world, and of God's role in directing
events in the best possible way.

This concept is so important that one of
613 mitzvot is to remember what Amalek
did. And that's what we do, every year, on
the Shabbat before Purim. So let's take this
message to heart, and do our part - to fight
Amalek's idea of a random world.

the date slated for our demise,through
laughter and our Sages mandate an
upgrade in our rejoicing during the
entire month of Adar. Accordingly, Adar
alludes to the greatest possible laughter,
the celebration of life snatched from
impending death. Our Sages reveal
that Purim is the only festival that will
continue after our redemption (Medrash
Mishlei 9). It celebrates life after the
prospect of imminent or even actual
death.

Herein lies the root of all laughter. We
laugh at the unexpected, the wittiest
punch line that we least anticipate, and
the visual of combination of opposites
that least fit together. The instinct to
laugh can even be uncontrollable to the
point of embarrassment. Yet every burst
of laughter is an expression that relates
to an essential power of the soul and may

just reveal an unconscious yearning
for the ultimate reversal when all our
troubles melt away, death disappears,
and we will welcome the advent of the
perfected world we are promised.
Unfortunately, the notion of a call from
Persia to kill millions of Jewish men,
women and children, young and old
on a single day are not relegated to the
lines of the Megilla telling the story of
Purim. The notion of wiping us off the
map remains in the headlines today.
Yet we leave our troubles behind as
we celebrate on Purim in the month of
laughter. We know that when we follow
the pattern of reconnecting to our roots
as our forefathers did so many years
ago, somehow, in ways that may seem
impossible and which we can’t anticipate,
it is we who will have the last laugh.

As per phone conversations with rice importers and receipt of confirmation letters from

them, Rabbi Eliyahu Ben Haim has confirmed that the following brands of rice are 100%
pure, are not enriched, and have no additives or preservatives. Therefore, they are suitable for
use on Passover.

The brands are as follows:
Lal Qilla - Shahzadeh - Pari - Royal - Zebra - Deer -
Empire - Tilda- Dunar - Dunar brown rice

Even though these rices are pure, Jewish Law requires them to be cleaned
at least 3 times and washed thoroughly before use for Passover.
Please avoid any enriched rice.

Chag Kasher Ve Sameach

ANSWERS TO JEWISH IQ TEST:

b 2)a 3 b

March 1st

Earliest Time for Tzitsit & Tefillin 5: 35 am
Best Time for Shema Israel before 9: 17 am

Shabbat Ends 6:35 pm
Earliest Time for Minchah 12:35 pm
Earliest Time for Arvit with Minyan 4:34 pm

% Editor in chief :David Kordvani - English Editor : Ephraim Aminoff - Persian editor : Reuben Agadi - Co-editor: Amir Kohan - Contributors : Rabbi Elyahoo Ben Haim,Rabbi Yosef Bitton and Nassim Bassalian,
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THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE FOR YOUR AD AT A VERY LOW COST.
YOU WILL REACH THOUSANDS OF POTENTIAL CUSTOMERS!
CALL: 212 869 2291
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Available for Home Visits
Shana Tova to All
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