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TORAH PORTION OF THE WEEK

One of the most mitzvah-filled Torah portions, containing 23
positive commandments and 30 negative commandments, In-
cluded are laws regarding: the Hebrew manservant and maidser-
vant, manslaughter, murder, in[juring a })arent, kidnapping, cursing
a parent, personal injury, penalty for killing a slave, personal dam-
ages, injury to slaves, categories of damages and compensatory
restitution, culpability for personal propeléy damage, seduction,
Oflcult practices, idolatry, oppression of widows, children and or-
ans.
I1)“he portion continues with the laws of: lending money, not cursing
Jjudges or leaders, tithes, first-born sons, justice, returning strayed
animals, assisting the unloading of an animal fallen under its load,
Sabbatical year, Shabbat, the Three Festivals (Pesach, Shavuot
& Succot). Mishpatim concludes with the promise from the Al-
mighty to lead us into the land of Israel, safeguard our journey,
ensure the demise of our enemies and guarantee our safety in the
land -- if we uphold the Torah and do the mitzvot. Moses makes
greparations for himself and for the people and then ascends Mt.
inai to receive the Ten Commandments.

TORAH LESSON OF THE WEEK

he Torah states:

"One who strikes his father or his mother shall surely be put to
death" (Exodus 21:15).
Two verses after, the Torah states:
"One who curses his father or his mother shall surely be put to
death" (Exodus 21:17).
Ramban (Nachmonides) says that cursing one's parents is even
more grievous a transgression than striking them. Hostile words
may be worse than hostile deeds!
King Solomon says, "The words of a contentious person are like
self-justification; and they penetrate into the innermost recesses"
(Proverbs 18:8). Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch comments,
"A habitually irascible man is as if possessed by a passion for
quarreling. His agitation carries him away to irresponsible
utterances. His words seem to sound like sef]f-justiﬁcatlon, like
defense. However, instead of fending off the insult, instead of
confining himself to refuting unjustified aggression, he offends his
adversary with insults which penetrate into the depths of his being.
Instead of protecting himself, he destroys the other" (Wisdom of
Mishlei, p. 106).
The Gaon of Vilna, in his commentary on
Mishlei, states that insulting words may be
more harmful than physical blows. Insults
"penetrate into the innermost recesses."
Physical injuries may heal. The wounds
inff,icted by verbal abuse may never heal.
Injuring another person, whether physically
or emotionally, is a Biblical prohibition.
There is no exception if the other person is
one's spouse. To the contrary, Jewish law
(halacha) requires that husband and wife
be most respectful to each other. Lack of
respectful communication, especially in
the family, is a form of abuse. Because
"familiarity breeds contempt," we
should be especially cautious to be
respectful to those with whom we are
familiar.

Who is this
well-known person?
See inside

Mishpatim

This issue was donated by

Everfresh Supermarket
People, Produce, Perfection. Free delivery Sunday to Friday.
Open 7:30 am Sun.- Fri. For weekly specials and a chance to
win a $100 Everfresh gift card sign up at:
Info@everfreshsuermarket.com

Tel: 516-773-4600
Shevat 25 5775 - February 14, 2015

Halachot SHABBAT SHEKALIM

very year in the month of Adar a special tax was collected:

This half shekel was a flat tax, same amount for poor and rich.
And since everyone gave the same amount, this also served as a
annual demographic census. The half shekel was collected during
the month of Adar, because the Temple’s fiscal year started in the
following month: Nissan.
The money collected was wused for the maintenance and the
general expenses of the Temple( including sacrifices). But not for its
construction. The funds for building the Mishkan (the Sanctuary in
the desert) and later on, to build the Beth Hamikdash was giving as
voluntary donations.
To remember the collection of the shekalim, we read the portion
about Shekalim, one Shabbat before Rosh Chodesh Adar (this
Shabbat). We give a fixed a flat donation, only as a symbolic act, to
remind us of the machatzit hashekel.

TEST YOUR JEWISH 1 Q: Torah

How many years was a Hebrew slave required to serve?
a. 5 years b. 6 years c. 7 years

2. What was the penalty for a man who hit or cursed a parent?
a. Lashes b. Death c. Fine

3. In total how many mitzvot are there in the Torah?
a.613 b.618 c.626

/7 Purim Baskets (Mishloach Manot)

For many years Marilyn Kordvani organized the sale of Mishloach Manot
gift baskets in our synagogues. In her memory,
her daughter Cheri Haghighat will continue in this tradition.
Asusual the baskets will be packed with only Israeli products (mostly Kosher for Pesach).

They are exceptional value and usually sell out very quickly.

To ensure that you receive the number of baskets you need,
please give your orders in advance by calling one of the following:
Cheri Haghigat (212) 944-2700 - Mino Hakimian (516) 487-3636

Mitra Hezghia (516) 482-0444

All proceeds go to Gym Minyan Youth Programs

Jason I Natasha HaRimian for the birth of a boy
Rodney eI Jocelyn Kamali for the birth of a boy
Shawn & Yasmine Behnam for the birth of a girl
Ariel I Dorina Kalaty for the Barmitzvah of Jonah
Zar, Yacobi and Bassal families for
the wedding of Ariel and Karine

N

Mrs. Tamara Zar & sons in honor of the wedding of Ariel and Karine
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SALES REPS WANTED
Jewelry manufacturer with a huge line is
looking for energetic traveling sales reps.

No experience necessary.
Contact: 212-730-0312 ext.1
Emilio @Emiliojewelry.com
EMILIO JEWELRY CORP.
WWW. EMILIOJEWELRY.COM

S\

U™

To sponsor one issue in honor of
a shira or in memory of
a loved one or to advertise
Call : 212-869-2291
e-mail: holondon@aol.com

BEST OF AISH HATORAH

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN TORAH
LAW AND CIVIL LAW

f you buy a Jewish bondsman, he shall

work for six years... (Ex. 21:2)
The Parsha begins by discussing the case of
a thief who is unable to repay that which he
has stolen. The thief is sold into servitude
by Beth Din, a Jewish court, in order to
reimburse the victim of his crime with the
money from the sale. The Parsha then lists
many other laws, including lending money,
returning lost objects, helping another
unload his animal. Why does the Torah
choose to begin with the laws of servitude?
In civil law, when a man has been caught
stealing (numerous times), he is punished

ISRAEL IN THE NEWS

Jews continue to leave Europe
rom 9.5 million in 1939, the number of
European Jews has fallen to 1.4 million;

and as anti-Semitism appears to be on the
rise in the continent, some speak of a new
'exodus'. The last several decades have
seen a precipitous drop in the number of
Jews living in Europe, according to a poll
published Monday by the Pew Research
Center.
The report estimated that there were 3.2
million European Jews in 1960, which fell
to 2 million by 1991, and to 1.4 million in
recent years.
Emigration was particularly extensive in
Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union.
An estimated 3.4 million Jews lived in the
European USSR in 1939. Following the
catastrophic population decrease resulting
from the Holocaust, the number was
reduced to 2 million.But emigration since
1945 has left 310,000 Jewish inhabitants.
In Eastern European countries, the 4.7
million-strong Jewish community has
dwindled to less than 100,000.
The report noted that while most of decline
can be attributed to emigration to Israel,
intermarriage and assimilation could also
be factors.

with imprisonment. As it states in section
117 of the crime act:

"Whosoever commits larceny, or any
indictable offence by this Act made
punishable like larceny, shall, except in the
cases hereinafter otherwise provided for, be
liable to imprisonment for five years."

Once in prison the thief can expect to meet
all types of people: Steve who robbed
banks, Ken who was a drug dealer, and Rob
who murdered a number of people. When
his sentence is finally up, he comes out of
prison with no means to feed and clothe his
family. However, he now has a wide variety
of professions with which to earn his keep:
he can rob banks, deal drugs, and kill. He
comes out of jail a worse person than when
he went in!

The Torah understands this thief more

Meanwhile, the decline appeared to be
less severe in some Western European
countries, whose Jewish population in 1939
was relatively smaller to begin with. About
the same number of Jews live in France
today as in 1939, while the number of Jews
in the United Kingdom has dropped from
345,000 to 280,000. However, the report
noted recent reports of increased emigration
from France, as well as new report showing
arecord level of anti-Semitism in the UK.

The report said 10 percent of the world's
Jews live in Europe, down from 57 percent
in 1939 and 35 percent in 1945.

New Foreign Airlines Coming to Israel
A number of foreign airlines which have yet
to fly to Israel will begin operating in the

deeply. He is stealing because he has no
money, and we must therefore try to build
him up. He'll work for someone for a few
years and have what to eat. Furthermore,
his wife and kids will get supported by the
master. His master will be a role model for
him, and he will realize that you don't need
to steal to make money. When he's finally
ready to leave, his master will send him off
with presents to help him start life anew.
After all this, he will be ready to reenter
society as a fully fledged Jew, and he won't
steal anymore! The Parshah therefore starts
with the laws of slaves so we can see the
kindness and mercy that God shows - and
demands of us - towards even those who
are probably regarded as the least worthy
members of society.

country in the upcoming summer season.

In addition, Israeli travelers will be offered
new destinations on direct flights from Ben-
Gurion Airport.

The new companies which will begin flying
to Israel in the coming months include
Kenya Airways, Air Bucharest, China's
Hainan Airlines and Lithuania-based Small
Planet Airlines. Blue Panorama Airlines will
resume charter flights from Italy
Ben-Gurion Airport General Director Shmuel
Zakai says there has been an increased
demand from foreign airlines to fly to Israel.
Some 15 million passengers passed through
Israel's international airport in 2014, a 6.6%
increase from 2013. Some 14.26 million of
them traveled on international flights, while
the rest traveled to Eilat.

As per phone conversations with rice importers and receipt of confirmation letters from

them, Rabbi Eliyahu Ben Haim has confirmed that the following brands of rice are 100%
pure, are not enriched, and have no additives or preservatives. Therefore, they are suitable for
use on Passover.

The brands are as follows:
Lal Qilla - Shahzadeh - Pari - Royal - Zebra - Deer -
Empire - Tilda- Dunar - Dunar brown rice

Even though these rices are pure, Jewish Law requires them to be cleaned
at least 3 times and washed thoroughly before use for Passover.
Please avoid any enriched rice.

Chag Kasher Ve Sameach

ANSWERS TO JEWISH IQ TEST:
1) b 2)b 3)a

February 15th

Earliest time for Tzitsit & Tefillin 5: 54 am
Best Time for Shema Israel before 9: 28 am

Shabbat Ends 6:18 pm
Earliest time for Minchah 12:35 pm
Earliest time for Arvit with Minyan 4:22 pm

% Editor in chief :David Kordvani - English Editor : Ephraim Aminoff - Persian editor : Reuben Agadi - Co-editor: Amir Kohan - Contributors : Rabbi Elyahoo Ben Haim,Rabbi Yosef Bitton and Nassim Bassalian,
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YOU WILL REACH THOUSANDS OF POTENTIAL CUSTOMERS!
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Available for Home Visits
Shana Tova to All
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