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TORAH PORTION OF THE WEEK

haraoh dreams of cows and sheaves and demands for

someone to interpret his dreams. The wine butler remembers
Joseph's ability to interpret dreams. They bring Joseph from the
jail. Pharaoh acknowledges the truth of Joseph's interpretation
(that there would be seven good years followed by seven years
of famine) and raises Joseph to second-in-command of the
whole country with the mandate to prepare for the famine.
Ten of Joseph's brothers come to Egypt to buy food, Joseph
recognizes them, but they don't recognize him. Joseph
accuses them of being spies and puts them through a series of
machinations in order to get them to bring his brother Benjamin
to Egypt. Then Joseph frames Benjamin for stealing his special
wine goblet.

TORAH LESSON OF THE WEEK

he Torah states regarding the brothers' regret for selling

Joseph:
"And they said one man to his brother, we are guilty about our
brother. We saw the suffering of his soul when he pleaded to us and
we did not listen to him. Therefore, this misfortune has befallen
us" (Genesis 42:21).
What lesson for our lives can we learn from their statement?
Rabbi Dovid of Zeviltov comments in the commentary Otzer
Chaim: If a person did something wrong and recognizes that he
has done wrong, he will be forgiven. However, if a person does
something wrong and denies it, there is no atonement for him.
When Joseph's brothers previously said that they were innocent,
Joseph responded by calling them spies. When they said that they
were guilty, Joseph was full of compassion for them and cried.
Many people deny their faults and the things that they have done
wrong because they mistakenly think that others will respect them
more. In reality people admire someone with the honesty and
courage toadmithis mistakes.
It takes a braver person to
say, "Yes, I was wrong." This
kind of integrity will not
only build up your positive
attribute of honesty, but will
also gain you the respect of
others. When you apologize
to someone for wronging
him, he will feel more positive
towards you than if you denied
that you did anything wrong.
This awareness will make it
much easier for you to ask
forgiveness from others.

Miketz
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Halachot Chanukah

hy do we celebrate the miracle of the 0il? The real salvation
of Chanukah was the victory of the Macabees over the "Super
Power" (the Syrian/ Greeks) of the day! It was no less miraculous,
yet it gets only minor mention in our prayers.
Jews celebrate their own salvation, not the downfall of others. The
miracle of the oil is about the uplifting of the Jewish people; the
victory in war was about the defeat of the Syrian Greeks.
The oil is about purity and holiness, the war was about death,
destruction and impurity.
The miracle of the oil indicated that victories were also miraculous
though concealed in the guise of nature.

TEST YOUR JEWISH1Q: Chanukah

1) The Maccabees and their descendants were also known as:

A. Judeans B. Hellenists  C. Hasmoneans

2). What is the name of the courageous Jewish woman who de-
fied the Greeks and killed one of their generals?
A. Yehudit B. Devorah C. Miriam
3). Who is the Greek-Syrian leader that took

harsh steps to destroy Judaism?
A. Alexander the Great B. Antiochus Epiphan C. Julius Caesar
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BEST OF AISH HATORAH

Staring Reality in the Face

uring the entire time that the brothers

met with Joseph in Egypt, they were
completely unable to recognize him for
who he was. It's quite unbelievable. This
viceroy was clearly not of Egyptian origin.
He looked exactly like their father, Jacob.
They knew that their brother might have
ended up in Egypt. He took an abnormal
amount of interest in them, giving them
grain for nothing. He invited them to a
banquet and seated them in order of birth.
He was almost too eager to hear tidings
of their father and just dying to meet their
brother Benjamin (the only one who was

Joseph's full brother).

To sponsor one issue in honor of
a shira or in memory of
a loved one or to advertise
Call : 212-869-2291
e-mail: holondon@aol.com

This incredible amount of strange
coincidences all added up, quite obviously,
to one conclusion: The "Egyptian" viceroy
was in fact Joseph, the brother they had
sold to slavery. And yet they did not see it.
The Sages tell us that if we do not wish to
face reality, it can stare us in the face and
we will not see it. If we desire something
not to be so, it will not be so. And all the
evidence in the world will not change
our minds. That is the nature of human
beings. We have a frightening propensity
to rationalize and convince ourselves that
we are honestly seeing reality, when deep
down we know we are not.

Joseph had some dreams and the brothers
sold him into slavery. They looked at the
dreams as delusions of grandeur, rather

than prophetic visions. Here, before
them, the dreams were becoming reality.
They had clearly been wrong in their
judgment of Joseph, and horribly wrong
to sell him as a slave. This was something
they could not bring themselves to accept.
It was too painful a realization. This man
before them, therefore, could not possibly
be Joseph, no matter how much evidence
pointed to the contrary.

It happens to us, too. How often do we
convince ourselves that things are true
because we want them to be, or not true
because we do not? The message of this
week's Torah portion is clear. Reality
always stares us in the face. We do not need
to be able to see it. We need to be willing
to see it.

Interesting Chanukah facts

1.Hanukkah, Chanukah or Hannuka!

anukkah also goes by the names of the Festival of Lights and

Feast of Dedication. As if multi-names weren’t enough, the
holiday also has a variety of transliterated English spellings —
thanks to the guttural Hebrew sound of the first letter, which cannot
be rendered properly in English.

2. Dreidel, dreidel, dreidel
Get your spinning finger ready: It’s time to remember when the
Greeks were in town and forbade Jews to learn Torah. Tradition
holds that kids used to meet up in secret to learn, but if a Greek
soldier happened upon their meeting they would pretend to be gam-
bling with their dreidels.
Israeli author/politician Avram Burg is said to have the largest
dreidel collection in the world, counting more than 3,500.
Dreidel, by the way, is a Yiddish word which comes from ‘drei’ —
to turn or spin. The dreidel (a special spinning top for Hanukkah)
features four Hebrew letters. In Israel, the letters are Nun, Gimel,
Hay and Peh. Abroad, they’re Nun, Gimel, Hay, Shin. The letters
stand for the Hebrew phrase “A great miracle happened there (for
those outside of Israel)/here (for those in Israel).
3. Most popular Jewish holiday

Though it is one of the most well-known and celebrated Jewish
festivals, Hanukkah is actually a more minor holiday, according to
religious tradition, than Passover, Rosh Hashana or Yom Kippur.
The holiday is not even mentioned in the Torah.
Some say Hanukkah gained popularity in the late 1800s among
American Jews because of the season in which it falls — usually
around Xmas time. Hanukkah always begins on the 25th day of
Kislev on the Hebrew calendar.

Others point to the fun aspect of the holiday as the reason for
its popularity. Maimonides wrote that the mitzvah of lighting the
hanukkiyah is even more important than buying wine for Sabbath.
4. Menorah vs. Hanukkiyah

The menorah is a seven-branched candelabra used in synagogues.
The hanukkiyah is a nine-branched candelabra used during Hanuk-
kah. Because the hanukkiyah can also be called a Hanukkah meno-
rah, confusion often sets in.
Tradition states that the hanukkiyah should have all candles or
wicks at the same level, with only the shamash — the ninth candle
or wick, for lighting the other eight — a bit higher or lower.

5. Hanukkah at the White House
Today, the US president and first lady host an annual Hanukkah
party for hundreds of American Jewish politicians, organization
heads and school and yeshiva deans. But that wasn’t always the
case.
Hanukkah made its first appearance at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
in 1951, when Prime Minister of Israel David Ben-Gurion gave
Harry Truman a menorah as a gift. In 1979, Jimmy Carter became
the first American president to recognize the holiday publicly by
speaking at a candle-lighting event hosted by Chabad Lubavitch.
Ronald Reagan often spoke about the holiday and George H.W.
Bush attended a Hanukkah party for staff in the Executive Office
Building, in 1991. Two years later, Bill Clinton hosted a candle-
lighting ceremony in the White House with his staff.
The first official White House Hanukkah party was held on December
10, 2001. President George W. Bush borrowed a 100-year-old hanuk-
kiyah from the Jewish Museum in New York for the event. Since then,
the White House Hanukkah party has been a coveted get-together.

ANSWERS TO JEWISH IQ TEST:

1.C 2.A 3.B

Earliest time for Tzitsit & Tefillin 6: 16 am
Best Time for Shema Israel before 9: 34 am

December 21st Shabbat Ends 5:20 pm
Earliest time for Minchah 12:16 pm

Earliest time for Arvit with Minyan 3:32 pm

% Editor in chief :David Kordvani - English Editor : Ephraim Aminoff - Persian editor : Reuben Agadi - Co-editor: Amir Kohan - Contributors : Rabbi Elyahoo Ben Haim,Rabbi Yosef Bitton and Nassim Bassalian,
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