Everfresh Supermarket
People, Produce, Perfection. Free delivery Sunday to Friday.
Open 7:30 am Sun.- Fri. For weekly specials and a chance to
win a $100 Everfresh gift card sign up at:
Info@everfreshsuermarket.com

Tel: 516-773-4600
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Halachot The importance of Shabbat dinner

habbat dinner--among other things--creates a sense of

belonging and responsibility: a young adult who spends
quality time with his family feels strongly part of the family
and will think twice before doing a wrong thing. Because he
realizes that whatever negative action he might do, it will
bear unwanted consequences for all his beloved ones.
On the other hand, when the bond between the young man or
woman with her family is weak, when the parents are there
just to criticize, warn and punish and there are no bond-
building experiences, the young adult will think more about

#6 Toldot

TORAH PORTION OF THE WEEK

Rglka (Rebecca) gives birth to Esav (Esau) and Ya'akov (Jacob).
sav sells the birthright to Ya'akov for a bowl of lentil soup. Yitzhak
(Isaac) sojourns in Gerar with Avimelech, king of the Philistines. Esav
marries two Hittite women bringing great pain to his parents (because
they weren't of the fold).

Ya'akov impersonates Esav on the counsel of his mother in order to
receive the blessing for the oldest son by his blind father, Yitzhak. Esav,
angry because of his brother's deception which caused him to lose the
firstborn blessings, plans to kill Ya'akov, so Ya'akov flees to his uncle
Lavan (Laban) in Padan Aram -- on the advice of his parents. They also

advise him to marry Lavan's daughter.

Esav understands that his wives are displeasing to his parents, so he

marries a third wife, Machlath, the daughter of Ishmael (Ishmael).

TORAH LESSON OF THE WEEK

he Torah states:

"And Yitzhak was forty years old when he took Rivkah, the
daughter of Besuail the Aromite, from Padan Arom, the sister of Lavan
the Aromite, for himself for a wife" (Genesis 25:20).
The Torah has already stated (in last week's Torah portion) that
Rivkah was the daughter of Besuail, the sister of Lavan, and was
from Padan Arom. What do we learn from this seemingly superfluous
information?
Rashi asks this question and answers that the Torah is emphasizing the
praises of Rivkah. She was the daughter of an evil person, the sister of
an evil person and lived in a community of evil people. Nevertheless,
she did not learn from their behavior!
Many people try to excuse their faults by blaming others as the cause
of their behavior. "It's not my fault I have this bad trait, I learned it from
my father and mother." "I'm not to blame for this bad habit since all my
brothers and sisters do it also." "Everyone in my neighborhood does
this or does not do that, so how could I be any different?" They use this
as a rationalization for failing to make an effort to improve.
We see from Rivkah that regardless of the faulty behavior of

pleasing his friends than about respecting or not damaging
his family.

Shabbat dinner is a heaven-given gift to Am Israel, which
not only enriches our souls but also strengthens our family.

TEST YOUR JEWISHIQ: Torah

Isaac and Esau both married at the same age.
How old were they?
(@) 20 (b) 40 (c) 60
2- What does the name Jacob mean?
(a) Grasp (b)Follow (c)Heel
3- Which empire was descended from Esau?
(@Roman (b) Persian (c)Greek

RABBI GHASSABIAN
Rabbi Ghassabian will be in Great Neck next Shabbat at
the home of Mr. & Mrs Danny Zar -6B Blue Sea Lane
(off East Shore Rd) .Prayer times are:
Friday Nov 28th --Mincha 4pm
Shabbat Nov 29th Mincha 3.45pm
Everyone is invited to attend

those in your surrounding, you have the ability to be more
elevated. Of course, it takes courage and a lot of effort to
be different. The righteous person might be considered a
nonconformist and even rebellious by those in his environment
whose standard of values are below his level. However, a basic
Torah principle is that we are responsible for our own actions.
Pointing to others in your environment who are worse than
you is not a valid justification for not behaving properly.

If you ever find yourself saying, "It's not my fault I did this. It's
because of the way I was raised or because I learned it from
so and so," change your focus to, "I'll make a special effort to
improve in this area to overcome the tendency to follow in the
footsteps of others."

Blaming others for your faults and saying that you cannot do
anything to change them will be a guarantee that they will
remain with you. Make a list of the negative traits you picked
up from your early environment. Develop a plan of action to
improve in those areas!
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Afshin & Angela Hakimian for
the birth of a boy

Justin T Natalie HaRimian for
the birth of a girl

Hadjibay < Kalaty families for
the engagement of Marco and Renee

Zaroovabeli &I Mizrachi families for
the engagement of

Pauline and Menachem
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Mr.el Mrs. Amir Hadjibay and sons in honor of the engagement of Marco and Renee
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FOR SALE IN KEW GARDENS 3

1)Huge gorgeous 7 bedroom 5 bath house
in the best part of Kew
Gardens. Lot size 84/101.
2)Large land and for sale in Kew Gardens.
Lot size: 70/100. R4 zoning
If you are ready to sell your house
caﬁ me for a free market analysis.
Rita Mah 917-500-7461. Rita@myprimerealtor.

To sponsor one issue in honor of
a shira or in memory of
a loved one or to advertise
Call : 212-869-2291
e-mail: holondon@aol.com

iy

com. Prime Realty

BEST OF AISH HATORAH

To Lie Or Not To Lie?
Yaakov came to Yitzchak to
receive the blessings intended
for Eisav. He deceived his
father into giving him the
blessings by saying "It is I,
Eisav your firstborn." What is
difficult to understand is that
the Torah states that Yaakov

was a man of truth. He was
never deceitful or dishonest.
How then do we understand his
deception?

Picture a man walking down
the street on the way to a
wedding when suddenly a thug
approaches him and says "Your
money or your life!" This man
happens to have $10,000 cash
on him. The law states that he
is permitted to say, "I'm sorry, |

U™

don't have any money on me."
Eisav was an imposter, fooling
his father into thinking that he
was righteous. Yaakov's actions
were therefore a fulfillment of
the truth since Yitzchak himself
wanted to give the blessing
to the fitting heir and not to
the imposter. Therefore he
prevented Eisav from extorting
what was never his.

The Torah's definition of Truth

is that which is conducive

to good and which conforms
with the will of the Creator.
Thus the counter-deception
of saying that you don't have
money is in fact Truth, because
the thug is trying to take what
is not his. One is preserving the
truth by not giving him what
he is trying to extort.

ISRAEL IN THE NEWS

Kosherfest Annual Show
Kashrut in America is a $12.5 billion
mitzvah, according to a market estimate by
a consulting firm , and it’s growing at rate
of 12% per year. Other studies indicate that
in a typical US supermarket more than 60%
of products carry kosher certification. The
figures are staggering, given that strictly-
kosher Jews in the US number only a few
hundred thousand.

All of this begs the question: If the
Orthodox pockets are relatively small,
then how is kosher business so big?

The answer, according to a 2009 survey,
is that we’re dealing with a massive
bandwagon. Of all consumers who buy
kosher products because they are kosher,
at least occasionally, only 14% reported
doing so because they observe the
traditional kosher laws.

Everyone else, it seems, is using kosher
certification as a convenient proxy for other
concerns: 62% said they consider kosher
products to be better quality, healthier, and
safer, while the rest explained that they
want to eat vegetarian, dairy-free, gluten-
free, or even halal — and they trust the
rabbis to tell them what’s what.

“The cross-fertilization of society has
helped the industry,” a spokesman
announced at a kickoff speech early in the
Kosherfest morning. “We’re benefiting
from a perception that kosher is better. Now,
is it? I’ll leave that question unanswered.”
Trust is the lynchpin of the multinational
kosher business. If people were ever to lose
faith in the rabbinical emblems, just as the
Golem returns to dust when the mystical

letters are erased from his forehead, the
industry would disintegrate before the
next Sabbath. The trade depends on the
rabbis, and the rabbis depend on their good
names.

“They’re marketing their integrity,”
explains Timothy Lytton, the leading
scholar on US kosher regulation, in a
telephone interview. And so far they’ve
been wildly successful.

A hundred years ago in America it was
next to impossible to keep kosher. The
explosion of mass-produced industrial
items baffled the ordinary housewife, who
no longer knew what she was bringing into
her kitchen. Worse, thousands of New York
butchers advertised themselves as kosher
but sold treif, non-kosher meat. New York
passed the “Kosher Bill” in 1915 to combat
the fraud, but it was so under-funded that
itaccomplished virtually nothing — except
convince a New York court that “kosher”
was legally an English word.

Chief rabbi: Stop allowing

non-Jews to make aliyah

Almost nine million people from around
the world are eligible for Israeli citizenship
through the Law of Return, despite the fact
they are not Jewish according to religious
law, prompting the chief rabbi to demand
the state's law be mended.

There are roughly 14 million Jews around
the world, but over 23 million people
eligible for citizenship, anew study claimed
as the government authorized a massive
overhaul for the conversion process.

In wake of the study, Israel's Chief Rabbi

ANSWERS TO JEWISH IQ TEST:

(b (2) band ¢

(3)a

David Lau told Ynet that "we must
change the Law of Return immediately so
it will include only those who are Jewish
according to the halacha. Israel can decide
to be the third world's welfare state, but as
long as that decision has not been taken —
it needs to stop allowing non-Jews to make
Aliyah."

Rabbi Lau gives as an example which
he says he is personally acquainted with:
"Because of one Jewish grandfather who
is buried in Moscow, over 73 people
(his children and grandchildren) moved
to Israel through the Law of Return."
According to the rabbi, the biggest threat
this poses is inter-faith marriages.

The PA owes the Israel Electric
Corp. NIS 1.7 billion.

Israel Electric Corporation (IEC) (TASE:
ELEC.B22) plans to limit the flow of
electricity it allocates to the Palestinian
Authority (PA), due to the PA's NIS 1.7
billion debt to the company, IEC chairman
Yiftah Ron-Tal said today at a debt market
forum held by rating companyMidroog
Ltd. in Tel Aviv.

"We have decided to restrict the flow of
electricity to the PA starting this week, so
that the damage will not increase, given
their NIS 1.7 billion debt to the IEC," Ron-
Tal stated. "I call on the government not
to put this burden on the IEC. It's neither
right nor appropriate, because it prevents
us from acting against consumers who
don't pay us."

November 23rd

Earliest time for Tzitsit & Tefillin 5: 53 am
Best Time for Shema Israel before 9: 16 am

Shabbat Ends 5:21 pm
Earliest time for Minchah 12:06 pm
Earliest time for Arvit with Minyan 3:31 pm

% Editor in chief :David Kordvani - English Editor : Ephraim Aminoff - Persian editor : Reuben Agadi - Co-editor: Amir Kohan - Contributors : Rabbi Elyahoo Ben Haim,Rabbi Yosef Bitton and Nassim Bassalian,
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THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE FOR YOUR AD AT A VERY LOW COST.
YOU WILL REACH THOUSANDS OF POTENTIAL CUSTOMERS!
CALL: 212 869 2291
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Michael Salamatbad D.O.
516-439-5060
615 B Middle Neck Road,
Great Neck, NY 11023
Available for Home Visits
Shana Tova to All
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