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Bereshit

Everfresh Supermarket
People, Produce, Perfection. Free delivery Sunday to Friday.
Open 7:30 am Sun.- Fri. For weekly specials and a chance to
win a $100 Everfresh gift card sign up at:
Info@everfreshsuermarket.com

Tel: 516-773-4600
October 18, 2014 - Tishrei 25, 5775

Halachot -Simchat Torah

TORAH PORTION OF THE WEEK ~N

he Five Books of Moses begins with the Six Days

of Creation, the Shabbat, the story of the Garden
of Eden - the first transgression, consequences and
expulsion; Cain & Abel, the ten generations to Noah, the
Almighty sees the wickedness of man in that generation
and decrees to "blot out man" (i.e. the flood).
One of the most profound verses in the whole Torah is:
"And God created man in His own Image." Since God
does not have a physical being, this means that we are
endowed with free-will, morality, reason and the ability
to emulate God Who bestows kindness. Also, if we really
appreciate that we are created in the image of God, we
realize that we have intrinsic worth. Therefore, there is
no need to be depressed wondering if you have intrinsic
worth!
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The day after Hoshana Rabbabh is called Shemini Atzeret and the Torah
_calls 1t a separate moed from Sukkot. In galut on the first day of
this moed we read Kol Habachor and on the 2nd day we read Vezot
Habracha. In Israel only Vezot Habracha is recited, since Shemini
Atzeret and Simchat Torah are on one day in Israel. ) )
The 2nd day of Shemini Atzeret (in Israel ﬁrst‘day% Simchat Torah is
celebrated. It is the only day of the year we recite all of parshat Vezot
Habracha. Every Jew should attend ‘the synagogue on_this day and in
particular parents should bring their small children to the sgnago ue to
%o under a special Tzizit (this 1s a minhag) for a communal Birkat Torah.
ccording to Halacha on moadim 5 peogle (6 with maftlg say Birkat
Hatorah but extra brachot (musifim) can be given. Three Hatanim say
Birkat Hatorah: i L
1-Hatan Meonah. He (or reader) recites shishi of Vezot Habracha
from the 1st Torah. .
2- Hatan Torah. He (or reader) recites the whole of Vezot Habracha
from the 1st Torah.. ) ) )
3-Hatan Bereshit. Immediately after the Torah finishes, Hatan Bereshit
says Bracha Torah and he (or a reader) recites Bereshit until the end of
the 7th day (Bara Elokim La’asot) from the 2nd Torah.
From the 3rd Torah we read maftir.
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TORAH LESSON OF THE WEEK N

he Torah states:

"And the Almighty saw all that He made and behold,
it was very good." (Gen. 1:31)
Why does the Almighty need to tell us that it was very
good?
___Rabbi Avigdor Miller comments on this verse:
When one does not know what he possesses, he is poor.
Imagine that you purchased a vacant lot and erected a
house on it; and you dwelt there thirty years. Then, one
night, the telephone rings, and you hear a quavering old
voice: "I must inform you that I am the last survivor of a
group that buried a chest of gems on the premises where
your house now stands. I am about to die, therefore I
wish you to know."
Now you are so joyous that you cannot sleep. You are
wealthy! However, in reality, for the past 30 years you
were the legal possessor of the unclaimed treasure. What
makes you happy today instead of 30 years earlier? The
knowledge of what you possess!
Knowledge of what you possess is the true wealth. If you
are unaware of what you have, or are only faintly aware
of its true nature, you actually do not possess it. Thus:
"He who gives someone a gift should let him know'
(Talmud, Baitzah 16a). When giving someone a watch,
do not remove the slip which states that "this watch
has an unbreakable crystal, 17 jewels, is shockproof,
waterproof, and antimagnetic." Let the person fully
enjoy your gift. Therefore, when the Creator gave this
world to us, He informed us that all He created was very
good. The Creator declares: "My children, be sure to be
happy, for I give you that which is very good!"
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This issue was donated by

TEST YOUR JEWISH 1 Q: Simchat Torah

1.When do they celebrate Simchat Torah in Israel?

a) The day after Shemini Atzeret (2nd day)
(b) On Shemini Atzeret (1st day) c) Not at all

2-Which prayer begins on Shemini Atzeret?
(a) Borech Aleinu (b) Morid Hatal (c) Mashiv Haruach
3-What do Ashkenazim do on Simchat Torah that
Mashadis do on Yom Kippur? (a)Fundraising

(b) Give everyone a ‘Bracha Torah’ (Aliyah)
c)Say Hashkavah for departed relatives
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1)Huge gorgeous 7 bedroom 5 bath house
in the best part of Kew

Gardens. Lot size 84/101.
2)Large land and for sale in Kew Gardens.

Lot size: 70/100. R4 zonin,

If you are ready to selling your house
call me for a free market analysis.

Rita Mah 917-500-7461. Rita@myprimerealtor.com.
Prime Realty

Special Services at the home of Mr. & Mrs. Danny Zar at
6b Blue Sea Lane (off East Shore Rd)
Wed Oct 15th and Thurs Oct 16th --5.45 pm Mincha followed by Arvit
Fri. Oct 17th, 5pm Mincha followed by
Hakafot with Rabbi Kohanim and Arvit.
Refreshments will be served.
Sat Oct 18th . 9 am Berachot. 9.30 am Baruch Sheamar.
Refreshments after service.
Everyone is invited to attend

] BEST OF AISH HATORAH

The Blame Game

In the story of Cain and Abel,

we see the first ever act of
wanton violence. It didn't take
us long and, unfortunately, it
was just a taste of things to
come.
Let's recap for a moment: God
accepts Abel's sacrifice, but not
Cain's (because Cain brought
second rate goods whereas
Abel brought the best). Cain is
upset and angry. God questions

to choose. There 1s no need to
be upset, merely to choose. The
fact that he has made a mistake
has not made him a bad person.
He still has the same ability to
choose good as he had before
he made his mistake.

Allwell and good, but then comes
a very strange sentence: "...Cain
said to his brother Abel and then,
when they were in the field, he
rose up and killed him..."

The Sages point out that surely
there are some missing words
here. The verb "said" has no
object. What exactly did Cain

say he said something 1f 1t's not
going to tell us what he said?!
The Sages explain: What Cain
said is irrelevant. What is
relevant is that he said. Cain
was picking a fight. He could
have said anything; it wouldn't
really have mattered. He was
looking for an excuse to blame
someone else for his own
failures and shortcomings.

Is this not the root of so much
strife and argument in our
own lives? We are dissatisfied
with our situation, and rather
than look inside to find the

easier to shift the blame to ™\
someone else. Very often those
"someone elses" are the people
we love the most.

The Sages tell us that when we
are upset and frustrated with
anyone, but especially those we
love, the first question we must
ask ourselves, and answer with all
honesty is this: Is it their problem
or mine? Much of the time, the
problem is our own. We need to
be brave and honest enough to
recognize that. For as long as we
seek to blame others for our own
frustrations and shortcomings,

his reaction, telling him that
\good and evil is completely his

say? And why would the Torah

fault and its solution, it is far

we will never change.
4

ISRAEL IN THE NEWS

Richest People in America

orbes recently released their list of

the 400 Richest People in America.
The richest people in the U.S. continue to
get richer, thanks to a buoyant stock mar-
ket. The lowest net worth on Forbes 400
is $1.55 billion, up from last year’s $1.3
billion cut off. This is the highest since
American wealth began being tracked by
Forbes in 1982; due to this, there are 113
billionaires in the U.S. that didn’t make it
on the list.
Bill Gates still holds the #1 spot with a
whopping net worth of $81 billion. How-
ever, ten New York billionaires landed
within the top 50 on the list. David Koch,
with a net worth of $41.9 billion ranked
#4. New York City’s former-mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg ranked #8 with a net
worth of $35 billion. #16 is Carl Icahn
worth $26 billion, #17 George Soros
worth $24 billion, and #32 Ronald Perel-
man with $14.5 billion.
David Koch, currently New York City’s
richest resident and America’s fourth, is
the executive vice president of Koch In-
dustries, Inc. David Koch and his older
brother Charles share control of $115
billion (sales) Koch Industries, Ameri-
ca's second largest private company. In
the past year the brothers have plunked

down over $5 billion on acquisitions,
continuing to build on their already large
empire. . Koch has donated generously to
the campaigns of several politicians, for
which he was criticized by Harry Reid
back in January. New York’s Metropoli-
tan Museum of Art has dedicated the Da-
vid H. Koch Plaza, which is part iof a $65
million renovation he funded.

With a net worth of $35 billion, Michael
Bloomberg places 8th on the list, despite
his dedication to philanthropy. After
leaving New York City’s mayoral office,
Bloomberg has returned to run his name-
sake company, Bloomberg LP, in which
he holds 88% stake. In 2014 the compa-
ny’s annual revenue will top $9 billion.

# 16 is Carl Icahn, with a net worth of $26
billion earned through shaking up compa-
nies by activist investing. Over the sum-
mer he made a big score buying up shares
of Family Dollar Stores, helping motivate
the company to make an agreement to
sell itself for $8.5 billion to Dollar Tree.
Icahn's investment fund returned 10.2%,
during the first half of 2014. Icahn grew
up in the hard streets of Far Rockaway,
Queens, and later went on to Princeton
and earned a degree in philosophy.

Next to Icahn at #17 is George Soros,
worth $24 billion. George Soros, now
a major liberal thinker and philanthro-
pist who set the standard for wealth and
hedge fund success in America. Soros
fled Communist ruled Budapest in 1947

ANSWERS TO JEWISH IQ TEST:

b 2)c 3)b

after surviving the Nazi occupation. A
few years ago he resigned from manag-
ing the day-to-day workings of his Soros
Fund Management, which has the task of
managing the funds of his foundations as
well as his own money.

Ronald Perelman is ranked #32, worth
$14.5 billion. Perelman holds stakes in
cosmetic company Revlon. Perelman’s
father taught him the business, bringing
him to board meeting while Perelman
was still in grammar school.

J
SIMCHAT TORAH BRACHA
FOR YOUR CHILDREN

Bring your children to Shaare Shalom,
Shaare Rachamim or Ohr Esther
so that they can
receive a blessing(Mishaberach)
under the large Tzitzit on
Simchat Torah (Friday Oct 17th).
Everyone who participates will receive a
fantastic GOODY BAG
(‘prepared by Mrs. Nili Aminoff & family)

and sponsored by the Kordvani family.

i
\‘ﬂ

October 19th

Earliest time for Tzitsit & Tefillin 6: 16 am
Best Time for Shema Israel before 9: 55 am

Shabbat Ends 6:59 pm
Earliest time for Minchah 1:07 pm
Earliest time for Arvit with Minyan 5:01 pm

% Editor in chief :David Kordvani - English Editor : Ephraim Aminoff - Persian editor : Reuben Agadi - Co-editor: Amir Kohan - Contributors : Rabbi Elyahoo Ben Haim,Rabbi Yosef Bitton and Nassim Bassalian, ﬁ
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Looking for

Your Dream Home in Israel?
I specialize in the most exclusive & luxurious

properties throughout Israel

Commercial Investments, Waterfront Villas,
New Condo Developments, &

Apartment Rentals
Contact me today

Elliot (972) 50-2600-830 (917)503 5500

RealtorElliot@gmail.com
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Michael Salamatbad D.O.

516-439-5060
615 B Middle Neck Road,
Great Neck, NY 11023
Available for Home Visits
Shana Tova to All
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