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TORAH PORTION OF THE WEEK

his week's portion includes further job

instructions to the Levites, Moshe is instructed
to purify the camp in preparation for the dedication
of the Mishkan, the Portable Sanctuary.
Then four laws relating to the Cohanim are given:
(1) Restitution for stolen property where the
owner is deceased and has no next of kin -goes
to the Cohanim. (2) If a man suspects his wife of
being unfaithful, he brings her to the Cohanim for
the Sotah clarification ceremony. 3) If a person
chooses to withdraw from the material world and
consecrate himself exclusively to the service of
the Almighty by becoming a Nazir (vowing not to
drink wine or eat grape products, come in contact
with dead bodies or cut his hair), he must come to
the Cohen at the completion of the vow. (4) the
Cohanim were instructed to bless the people with
this blessing: "May the Lord bless you and guard
over you. May the Lord make His face shine upon
you and be gracious unto you. May the Lord lift up
His Countenance upon you and give you peace."”
The Mishkan is erected and dedicated on the first
of Nissan in the second year after the Exodus. The
leaders of each tribe jointly give wagons and oxen
to transport the Mishkan. During each of the twelve
days of dedication, successively each tribal prince
gives gifts of gold and silver vessels, sacrificial
animals and meal offerings. Every prince gives

uring the twelve days of the dedication of

the Tabernacle the heads of the twelve tribes
each brought an offering. Although the offerings of
the leaders were the same, the Torah repeats each
gift with all of its details. The Torah never uses an
extra word or letter unless it is coming to teach us a
lesson about life. What lesson can we learn here?
The Ralbag, a 14th century French Biblical
commentator, informs us that the lesson for us to
learn is that we should not try to outdo another
person in order to boast or feel superior to him. We
should keep our focus on the accomplishment, not
on our egos.
The goal in spiritual matters is to serve the
Almighty, to grow as a person and not to seek
honor or to compete with anyone else. Competition
has its motivating factor, but one-upmanship has
no place in fulfilling Torah principles. One should
fulfill mitzvos with pure intentions.

Everfresh Supermarket _
People, Produce, Perfection. Free delivery Sunday to Friday.
Open 7:30 am Sun.- Fri. For weekly specials and a chance to
win a $100 Everfresh gift card sign up at:
Info@everfreshsuermarket.com

Tel: 516-773-4600
May 31, 2014 - Sivan 2, 5774

Halachot -Shavuot
\

havuot differs from the other holidays in that there are no special laws

and requirements which are unique to this holiday, except for refrain-
ing from work as in other holi- days. However, the following customs are
associated with Shavuot: 1) We eat dairy on Shavuot. 2)The first night
of the holiday is spent studying Torah. 3) Many decorate the synagogue with
branches and greenery for Shavuot.
Reason for eating dairy on Shavuot: At Mount Sinai, the Jewish people
were given the Ten Commandments along with the rest of the Torah including
the laws of Kashrut. As a result, when they returned to their tents after receiving
the Torah, they couldn’t use their cooking utensils which they used before
as they were now “Treif” (non Kosher). Without cooking utensils, they had
no choice but to eat dairy on that day. We too, eat dairy on this day.
Reason for staying up and studying Torah during the first night of
Shavuot: When G-d came down on Mount Sinai to give the Torah, He came
very early in the morning, but the people were still asleep. G-d waited for
them until they woke up. We stay up the first night of Shavuot studying
Torah to correct this error.
Reason for decorating the synagogue with plants: The Torah was given at
Mount Sinai which is in the desert. However, in honor of the Giving of the
Torah, G-d performed a special miracle and the entire area surrounding the
mountain sprouted trees and grass. To commemorate this miracle we decorate
the synagogue with branches, trees and plants. This miracle teaches us that
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\exactly the same gifts as every other prince. )

TORAH LESSON OF THE WEEK

Torah can transform one’s life and surroundings from a spiritual wasteland
\_and wilderness into a fruitful landscape filled with wisdom and purpose. ~ J

TEST YOUR JEWISH | Q : Shavuot

1- Which king was born and also died on Shavout?
(1) Saul (b) David (c) Solomon

2- Which book do we read on Shavout?
(a) Shir Hashirim (b) Ruth (c) Daniel

3- The Torah was given in which Hebrew year?
(a) 2448 (b)2848 (c) 3248

Lee and Charlene Dilmanian for the birth of a girl (last week)
David and Debbie Kamali for the birth of a girl (last week)
Daniel and Shir Lolai for the birth of a boy (last week)

Brian and Jamie Moghadam for the birth of a boy
Nassimi and Feinbery families for the wedding of Kevin and Alexandra
Michael and Ilana Ifian for the Barmitzvah of Jonathan (last week)
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[: Mrs. Victoria Kashanian and famiby in memory of Dr. Bijan Kashanian (Shlomo ben Simcha) ::]




Exercise Physiologist

Call Liz 407-538-9080
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PERSONAL TRAINER

Orthodox lady is a Personal Trainer and

for women only in Great Neck
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BEST OF AISH HATORAH
/

ADMISSION OF GUILT

God instructed all the Jews that if]
someone has tzara'at - which is defined
as leprosy or skin contamination - then
he needs to temporarily live away from
everyone else.

In order to understand why this was done,
it's first important to know exactly what
caused someone to be afflicted with tzara'at
This skin aliment appeared on those people
who gossiped about someone else. When the
Jews lived in Israel during the times we had
the Holy Temple, when someone slandered
another person, he could be afflicted with
this aliment.

Perhaps the reason he needed to be
segregated from everyone else comes down
to this: Human beings really don't like taking
responsibility for their errant actions. Let
me explain. No one wants to be thought of]
as a bad person or one who wrongs others.
So in an effort to avoid this, most people
simply choose to rationalize their behavior
to demonstrate that they were completely
justified in what they did. Our reasoning
tends to boil down to this: Yes I did it, but
it's definitely not what it seems.

Maybe this is why God wants the person not
to live amongst other Jews until his tzara'at
goes away. It was done to prevent this
person from committing additional sins by
repeating his gossip in an effort to show why
it wasn't reallygossip in the first place.

And this is the lesson for all of us. We all
have the temptation at times to try to explain
away our errant behavior. The next time you
do something to someone else that you really
shouldn't have done, try to resist the urge to
make everyone believe that you really didn't
do anything wrong. Instead, take personal
responsibility for what you did. This will not
only make you feel great, but will also act
as a powerful shield against compounding

To sponsor one issue in honor of
a shira or in memory of
a loved one or to advertise
Call: 212-869-2291

e-mail: holondon@aol.com
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Anti-Semitism Survey

lot of people around the world hate

the Jews.
That’s the main finding of the Anti-
Defamation League’s largest-ever
worldwide survey of anti-Semitic
attitudes.
The survey found that 26 percent
of those polled representing
approximately 1.1 billion adults
worldwide — harbor deeply anti-
Semitic views. More than 53,000
people were surveyed in 102 countries
and territories covering approximately
86 percent of the world’s population.
“Our findings are sobering but, sadly,
not surprising,” ADL National Director
Abraham Foxman said at a news
conference Tuesday morning at ADL’s
national headquarters in New York.
“The data clearly indicates that classic
anti-Semitic canards defy national,
cultural, religious and economic
boundaries.”
Among the survey’s key findings:
* Some 70 percent of those considered
anti-Semitic said they have never met a
Jew. Overall, 74 percent of respondents
said they had never met a Jew.
* Thirty-five percent of those surveyed
had never heard of the Holocaust.
Of those who had, roughly one-third
said it is either a myth or greatly
exaggerated.
* The most anti-Semitic region in the
world is the Middle East and North
Africa, with 74 percent harboring anti-
Semitic views. Eastern Europe was
second at 34 percent. The least anti-
Semitic region was Oceania (Australia
and New Zealand) at 14 percent.

\your initial mistake. J

(The three countries outside the Middle

ISRAEL IN THE NEWS

East with the highest rates ™
of anti-Semitic attitudes were Greece,
at 69 percent, Malaysia at 61 percent
and Armenia at 58 percent.

* About 49 percent of Muslims
worldwide harbor anti-Semitic views,
compared to 24 percent of Christians.
» The West Bank and Gaza were the
most anti-Semitic places surveyed,
with 93 percent of respondents
expressing anti-Semitic views. The
Arab country with the lowest level of]
anti-Semitic views was Morocco, at 80
percent. Iran ranked as the least anti-
Semitic country in the Middle East, at
56 percent.

* The least anti-Semitic country
overall was Laos, where 0.2 percent
of the population holds anti-Semitic
views. The Philippines, Sweden, the
Netherlands and Vietnam all came in
at 6 percent or lower.

* Approximately 9 percentofAmericans
and 14 percent of Canadians harbor
anti-Semitic attitudes.

» Thirty-four percent of respondents
older than 65 were deemed anti-
Semitic, compared to 25 percent of]
those younger than 65. Men polled
were slightly more anti-Semitic than
women.

Asked how many Jews they believe
there are worldwide, more than half]
of the respondents significantly
overestimated the number. Some 30
percent said Jews comprise between
1 and 10 percent of the world’s
population, 18 percent said the figure
was larger than 10 percent, and 9
percent said more than 20 percent
of all people are Jewish. The actual
figure is 0.19 percent of the world’s
population, according to the ADL )

ANSWERS TO JEWISH IQ TEST:

(b (2) b 3) a

June 1

Earliest time for Tzitsit & Tefillin 4:19 am
Best Time for Shema Israel before 9: 09 am

Shabbat Ends 9:09 pm
Earliest time for Minchah 1:30 pm
Earliest time for Arvit with Minyan 6:46 pm

% Editor in chief :David Kordvani - English Editor : Ephraim Aminoff -

Persian editor : Reuben Agadi - contributors : Rabbi Elyahoo Ben Haim,Rabbi Yosef Bitton Nassim Bassalian, Amir Kohan and Shahrokh Liviem ﬁ
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Hertzel
Juaps
Taxi Serice
Cell : (646)
823_8887
Home: (516)
482_3490
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Michael Salamatbad D.O.

516-439-5060
212 Middle Neck Road, Suite 7
Great Neck, NY 11021
Available for Home Visits

'Flu Shots are now avallable
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