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Moses pleads with the Almighty not to send an angel in His
place, but to accompany the Jewish people Himself through
the trek in the wilderness even though they had sinned with the
Golden Calf. Moses asks the Almighty to reveal how He inter-
acts with the universe (it is a mystical interchange). Then the Al-
mighty commands Moses to carve two stone tablets and to ascend
Mt. Sinai so that He can engrave the replacement tablets for the
set that Moses broke at the transgression with the Golden Calf.
The Almighty reveals his Thirteen Attributes of Mercy (Exodus
34:5), which we repeat on Yom Kippur and other times of seek-
ing the Almighty's mercy. Moses asks the Almighty to forgive
the Jewish people. The Almighty renews the Covenant with the
Jewish people commanding us not to enter into a covenant with
the inhabitants of the land, not make molten gods, to observe the
Festival of Matzos, laws of first born issue, to keep the Shabbat,
celebrate Shavuot and Sukkot and ends with assorted laws of of-
ferings.

We also read Shir Hashirim , King Solomon's Song of Songs

n the story of the Exodus of Egypt, the Almighty commands

Moshe to request a 3 day retreat to the desert for the Jewish
people, though the intent was to leave Egypt permanently. The
Almighty is not a trickster nor a liar. Why was it done in this
manner?
The Vilna Gaon comments that there are two other times where
the Almighty used deception - in Jacob's dealings with his
father-in-law, Lavan and during the Purim story. Jacob used
deception to have the flocks produce offspring that would have
the coloring that according to his agreement with Lavan, would
belong to Jacob. In the Purim story, the Midrash tell us that the
Almighty sent angels dressed as servants to malign Haman so
that Achashverosh would not cool off from his anger at Haman
for wanting to kill Esther and her people.
The Almighty is always sending us messages for us to recognize
our mistakes and be able to correct them. With regards to
Pharaoh, Lavan and Haman - each one used deception. Pharaoh
enslaved the Jews by having a "National Work Day" where the
Jews volunteered their labor -and then he kept them as slaves.
Lavan substituted Leah for Rachel, thus deceiving Jacob.
Haman deceived Achashverosh about the people he wished to
exterminate. Thus, the Almighty returned measure for measure
so that each could learn his lesson.
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Halachot - Omer
- - \

On the second day of Pesach, the Omer offering from the
new barley crop was brought in the Temple in Jerusalem.
It began a period of counting and preparation for Shavuot, the
anniversary of the giving of the Torah and the yearly celebration
of re-accepting the Torah upon us. This period is called Sephirat
HaOmer, the counting of the Omer.

Forty-nine days are counted each year and on the fiftieth day
it is Shavout, the Yom Tov celebrating the giving of the Torah.
There is actually a mitzvah to count each specific day, which is
done at the completion of Ma’ariv, the evening service.

This is a period of national semi-mourning (no weddings or
even haircuts). It was during this period that Rabbi Akiva’s
24,000 students died for not showing proper respect towards
each other. It is time for us reflect how we look upon and treat
our fellow Jews as well as the tragedies that have befallen us
because of unfounded (self-justified) hatred. It is a wonderful
time to undertake to do on extra act of kindness: this will help
bring perfection to the world and unity among Jews.
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TORAH LESSON OF THE WEEK
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TEST YOUR JEWISH I Q: Pesach

1)From Musa;l))h on the 1st day of Pesach, we
egin to pray for:

a) Rain b) Sun c)Dew
2)What does the word 'Omer' mean?
a) Counting b) Measure of grain ¢) Mourning

3) Which body of water is mentioned in Hallel?

a) River Jordan b) Red Sea c¢) Dead Sea
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BEST OF AISH HATORAH \
here are 49 days between the second day of
Pesach and Shavuot. Each night during this

period we perform a special mitzvah, called,
Sefirat HaOmer - “Counting the Omer.”

Q- What is the reason and purpose of this
mitzvah?

A- When G-d sent Moshe to liberate the
Jewish people from Egypt, He told them that
the purpose of their freedom was to receive
the Torah at Mount Sinai. Counting the
Omer each night reminds us that the purpose
and realization of true freedom is through
the study of Torah and adherence to G-d’s
commandments, which elevates us to being a
holy people. Thus, the “Counting of the Omer”
connects the holidays of Pesach, when we
gained our physical freedom and Shavuot
when we received the Torah, thus achieving
our spiritual freedom. Although we perform
Sefirat HaOmer during the seven weeks
between Pesach and Shavuot, like all mitzvot,
it teaches us a special lesson for the entire
year.

The word “Sefirah” which means “to count”
can also be understood as “to illuminate.”
According to our sages, counting the Omer
(Sefirat HaOmer) teaches us to illuminate each
day of our lives.

It also teaches us that one should not be content
with yesterday’s achievements. Rather, each
day we should bring additional spiritual light
into our lives.

Q- Why does the Torah use a double
expression? “You shall count unto you?”

A- There is a wonderful lesson in this. Our
sages explain that there is a big differences
between a person who counts his own money,
or when a clerk counts money which is not
his. When it is his money, the more money he
counts, the happier he is. When it is not his
money, counting more money

can become very burdensome!

The Torah tells us: “You shall count unto you”
- consider that you are counting something
which belongs to you - for your benefit. Then
you will want to “illuminate” each day of
your life more and more. The lesson of Sefirat
HaOmer is: Make each day count, for it is

Egypt Calls for Reparations from
Israel for “Ten Plagues” from
Biblical Times

iddle-Eastern countries have a

tendency to hold a grudge against
Israel, whether over Israel winning
the 1967 war or daring to establish
independence in 1948.
But, as of earlier this month, an Egyptian
columnist has called for Israel to pay
Cairo reparations - and this time, it's
Biblical.
"We want compensation for the [Ten]
Plagues that were inflicted upon [us]
as a result of the curses that the Jews'
ancient forefathers [cast] upon our
ancient forefathers, who did not deserve
to pay for the mistake that Egypt's ruler
at the time, Pharaoh as the Torah calls
him, committed," Ahmad Al-Gamal, a
writer for the Al-Yawm Al-Sabi' daily.
Translations of the article were provided
by The Middle East Media Research
Institute (MEMRI).
"For what is written in the Torah proves
that it was Pharaoh who oppressed
the Children of Israel, rather than the
Egyptian people. [But] they inflicted
upon us the plague of locusts that didn't
leave anything behind them; the plague
that transformed the Nile's waters into
blood, so nobody could drink of them
for a long time; the plague of darkness
that kept the world dark day and night;
the plague of frogs; and the plague of
the killing of the firstborn, namely every
first offspring born to woman or beast,
and so on."
"We want compensation for the gold,
silver, copper, precious stones, fabrics,
hides and lumber, and for [all] animal
meat, hair, hides and wool, and for
other materials that I will mention
[below], when quoting the language of
the Torah," he continued. "All these
are materials that the Jews used in their
rituals. These are resources that cannot
be found among desert wanderers unless

yours which you are counting
J

@ey took them before their

ISRAEL IN THE NEWS

\
departure..."
Later in the article Al-Gamal claimed
that Israel stole the materials from
ancient Egypt, purely out of spite.
"The stories of the Holy Scriptures state
that the Israelites set off from the [Nile]
valley at night and went to the Sinai
Peninsula. This is known to be a desert,
where there is no use for large quantities
of gold, silver, precious stones, meats,
oils, fabrics and the like. Therefore, it
is clear that the Israelites took all these
things from Egypt before they left."
He quoted a translated version of the
Torah, allegedly to prove his point.
"Chapter25 of Exodus, onthe [Israelites']
departure [from Egypt], states: 'The
Lord said to Moses: Tell the Israelites
to bring me an offering... These are the
offerings you are to receive from them:
gold, silver and bronze; blue, purple and
scarlet yarn and fine linen; goat hair;
ram skins dyed red and another type of
durable leather; acacia wood; olive oil
for the light; spices for the anointing oil
and for the fragrant incense; and onyx
stones and other gems to be mounted on
the ephod and breastpiece. Then have
them make a sanctuary for me, and I
will dwell among them."
He continued by calling on the
international community to calculate
the modern-day value of ancient shekels
for compensation.
": 'The total amount of the gold from
the wave offering used for all the
work on the sanctuary was 29 talents
and 730 shekels, according to the
sanctuary shekel...'," he noted. "I call
upon everyone with an interest in Torah
studies to instruct us on a scientific
basis what is the [precise] meaning of
the word 'talent.’ How many grams is it
currently worth, what was the weight of
the sheqel during those days, especially
as it was made out of pure gold and pure
silver?"

ANSWERS TO JEWISH IQ TEST:
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April 20
Earliest time for Tzitsit & Tefillin 5:11 am
Best Time for Shema Israel before 9:30 am
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Shabbat Ends 8:29 pm
Earliest time for Minchah 1:27 pm

Earliest time for Arvit with Minyan 6:14 pm
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Who is this

(See English Section)

important person?
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