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#49 Yom Kippur

READ ON YOM KIPPUR

onah was a prophet who lived in the first Temple period. His first mission

was given to him by the most famous of first Temple prophets, Elijah -- he

was to anoint Jehu as king in the year 705 BCE. His were stormy times; the

Jewish people were trapped in a pattern of spiritual decline that ended with
first the conquest and expulsion of the Ten Tribes by the Assyrians in 607 BCE, and
finally with the destruction of Jerusalem, which was followed by 70 years of exile.
As a prophet, Jonah knew far better than we can imagine what the inevitable end
would be if no transformation would take place.
After the failure of his second mission, to rebuke Jehu’s successor, Jeroboam the
second, he was given his final mission. The mission that God gave him was one
that he could not open his heart to accept. He was sent to the capital of Assyria,
Nineveh, to urge its population to repent. How bizarre the assignment sounded
to him! His own people were falling uncontrollably into a chasm that seemed to
have no bottom, yet he was sent to save others -- the archenemies of Israel! Jonah
actually dreaded success of this mission far more than he dreaded failure. How
could he bear to witness the contrast of the Assyrians returning to God in the face
of his prophecy, with the Jews stubbornly resisting any chance for spiritual self-
preservation. Therefore, he attempted to escape from his destiny.
Jonah fled from Israel by ship to silence the voice of prophecy that can only be
heard in the Holy Land. But a storm at sea forced him into the recognition that no
one can escape from God. In the midst of calm waters, his boat was tossed in a
tempest until it was on the verge of breaking. The sailors prayed to their gods.
Jonah went to sleep. He knew the truth. It was he who had already cut himself off
from God; there was nothing to say and nothing to pray for. His apathetic behavior
aroused the curiosity of the sailors. He told them his story. He believed in God,
yet he was running away from Him. Knowing he was the cause of the storm, he
implored the sailors to toss him overboard so they could save themselves.
As decent people they resisted this suggestion until the critical moment when it
became clear that within seconds they would all die. At that point, they listened and
threw him into the turbulent depths. The storm abated immediately. Jonah thought
his story had ended. But it had just begun. He was swallowed by a whale, and
miraculously survived. In the dark fetid innards of the whale, he recognized what he
had never truly been willing to see, in his most exalted moments of prophecy, God’s
intimate knowledge and care over each life and each moment. He was a prophet
and awareness of God was not a novelty to him. But recognition of the depths of
God’s mercy was. It was then that Jonah did teshuva -- he repented, returning to
God and the best in himself. Now he recognized that no matter how painful the
contrast between the Assyrians and the Jews
would be to him, that God’s motivation could
only be one of mercy. Once he recognized this
truth, he was willing to open the gates that he
had closed so resolutely -- the gates of prayer.
He was now ready for the most significant
undertaking of his life.
The whale spit him out at the shores of =
Nineveh. He told the residents of Nineveh =
what awaited them: In forty days they could
either make radical changes in their lives, or
the city would be destroyed by Gods wrath.
The changes in Nineveh happened with
speed and drama. The king himself led the
people into a total reformation. Nineveh’s

destruction was postponed for 40 years.
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Evertresh Supermarket _
People, Produce, Perfection. Free delivery Sunday to Friday.
Opens 7.30am Sun.- Fri. For weekly specials and a chance to
win a $100 Everfresh gift card sign up at:
Info@everfreshsuermarket.com

Tel: 516-773-4600

September 14, 2013 - .Tishrei 10, 5773

Halachot Yom Kippur

- Why do we fast on Yom Kippur?
A- There are number of reasons:
1-

eing the Day of Atonement, it is fitting for us
to spend the time with spiritual matters and not
physical appetites.
2- The Torah tells us that at the time of the Giving
of the Torah, the people of Israel, “Beheld G-d
while they were eating and drinking” (Exodus
24:11 — See Rashi). The excessive feasting
showed a lack of respect to G-d and eventually led
to worshipping the Golden Calf which resulted in
the breaking of the Tablets. Since their excessive
eating and drinking was a factor in the breaking
of the first Tablets we correct this sin by avoiding
food and drink on Yom Kippur, the day when
Moshe descended with the Second Tablets.
3- Fasting humbles a person. Thus on Yom Kippur,
when we must perform Teshuva (repentance) with
all our heart, we refrain from eating or drinking.

TEST YOUR JEWISHIQ: Yom Kippur

1- Which of the following
happened on Yom Kippur?
(a) Moshe descended from
Mt.Sinai the first time
(b) Moshe descended from
Mt. Sinai the second time.
(c) Aaron died

2- Which part of the
Yom Kippur prayer is in Aramaic?
(a) Kol Nidre (b) Ashamnu
(c) Book of Jonah

3- G-d sent Jonah to Nineveh to urge the
people to repent. Where was Nineveh?
(a) Syria (b) Lebanon (c) Assyria
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~/ Shalom Week Needs Your Help N\
As you know, Shalom Week has been published
weekly for many years. It can only continue through
the generosity of it’s sponsors. This year has been
particularly difficult and we need your help.

If you have a Shira or a ‘Sal’ or just for the mitzvah ,

This issue was donated by

please call 212 869-2291 to sponsor one or more issues.
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Mrs. Tamara Zar and sons.




Leah’s Bistro
Restaurant, Grill, BBQ, Catering
105 Middle Neck Rd £
Great Neck, NY 11021
516-829-4528
Lunch special $9.95

Under VHQ supervision

Gourmet burgers, salads, soups, falafel, Moroccan
cigars, hot sandwiches, chicken wings, kebabs, steak, fish.

% | SukkahBuildersNY
@gmail.com
We will build
your Sukkah.
Reasonable
prices
Nati
516 314 6293
or Isaac
516 974 4902

o %

Diamond Dairy
Dairy Restaurant & Caterer

4 West 47th Street - Mezzanine Level
New Iranian Management

Soups - Salads- Sandwiches - Paninis - Wraps
Hot Entrees - Fish - Pizza - Sushi - and more!
Mon thru Thurs 7am - 6pm - Fri 7 am - 3pm
Cholov Yisrael - Pas Yisrael - Yoshon
Under Strict Supervision of the Star - K

Cafe

(212) 997-2260

BEST OF AISH HATORAH

as the Day of Atonement?

A. When the Jewish people sinned by making the
Golden Calf, G-d wanted to annihilate the entire
nation. Moshe stood up for his people and pleaded
with G-d for their forgiveness.

It was on the 10th of Tishrei that G-d forgave the
Jewish people for this sin and gave Moshe the
Second Tablets. G-d designated the 10th of Tishrei
as Yom Kippur - the Day of Atonement.

Q. Are all sins forgiven on Yom Kippur?

A. There are two general categories of sin; sins
that we may have committed against G-d and
wrongdoings that we did against other people.

Our sages tell us that only sins committed against
G-d are forgiven on Yom Kippur. Wrongdoings
committed against people will be forgiven only
after first receiving forgiveness from that person
and restitution made if there was loss incurred
to that person. For this reason it is customary to
ask each others forgiveness before Yom Kippur,
especially when one knows for sure that they have
done something wrong to someone.

Q. During the Yom Kippur evening and day
services we recite the “Vidui” - “confession”. For
each sin mentioned, we tap our chest near the heart.
Why do we do this during “Vidui”?

A. Our sages explain that sin begins in the heart.
The Torah tells us, “Remember all the mitzvot of
G-d and perform them; and do not turn after your
heart and after your eyes after which you stray...”
(Numbers 15:39). In Ecclesiastics (7:2) it says,
“V’hachei yiten el libo” - “and the living should lay
it upon his heart.” Thus, we “strike” the heart which
led us to sin.

Q. The “Vidui - confession” is said in the plural,
“We have sinned...We have transgressed...” etc.
Why?

A. Our rabbis explain that as Jews we are not only
responsible for our own deeds, but for our fellow
Jew as well. If another Jew transgresses, we are
all partly responsible. Thus, we confess and ask
forgiveness not only for our sins, but also for others

Q’\./Why was this day (the 10th of Tishrei) chosen

who sinned.
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The Yom Kippur War--40
years later.
e 40th anniversary of the Yom

Kippur War occurs this year. The
war was launched in 1973 in a surprise
attack by Syria and Egypt on the holiest
day of the Jewish calendar. Even though
the signs of an imminent attack were
noted by the Israeli intelligence, the
Israeli government decided to ignore
them for political and strategic reasons.
Consequently, the country’s borders
were very sparsely defended, creating a
dangerous void on the front. The invad-
ing armies outnumbered the Israelis at a
ratio of 100 to one in manpower and 10
to one in armor and artillery.
Since the bulk of the Israel army is made
of reservists, it took two days for them
to mobilize and deploy. During these
critical days it was only the vastly out-
numbered soldiers in the front and Is-
raeli pilots that held the line and stalled
the attackers. It was their heroism and
determination that saved the country
from being overrun. Their devotion
and sacrifice compensated for the lack
of sufficient equipment and supplies.
The strategic depth of the Sinai desert
and Golan Heights also provided the
country the time needed to mobilize the
Teservists.
This war posed the most serious threat
to the existence of Israel in modern his-
tory. Even though Israel was eventually
able to achieve a military victory, the
country paid a steep price, both in lives
lost and in the citizenry’s confidence in
their leaders and themselves. Almost
3000 soldiers gave their lives; which is
a ratio of one per 1000 Israelis; a steep
and painful price for a nation of three
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ISRAEL IN THE NEWS

million. Over 10,000 were wounded in
the 17 days of fighting. Almost every
household and neighborhood was af-
fected. The pain and sorrow was and still
is very searing. Deep within the psyche
of the nation, this conflict shattered con-
ventional wisdom that the country was
invincible. It also illustrated the impor-
tance of having secure and defendable
borders and the need to prevent such
deadly attacks. It highlighted the urgent
need for a lasting peace between Israel
and its neighbors. An important out-
come of the Yom Kippur War was the
creation of a peace agreement between
Israel and Egypt that was signed in 1979
and ended 31 years of conflict between
the two nations.

The help provided by the United States
was also very instrumental in helping
Israel prevail. The ammunition, spare
parts, armor and fighter jets reached Is-
rael at a very critical moment replenish-
ing the heavy losses and enabling Israel
not only to repel the attackers but go on
the offensive ending the war 65 miles
from Cairo and 25 miles from Damas-
cus. Also the political and military com-
mitments by the United States countered
the Soviet Union who threatened to in-
tervene to assist their Arab surrogates.
For Jews who have lived through the
Yom Kippur War, the holiest of the
High Holy days will never be the same.
It stands not only as a Day of Atonement
but as day of gratitude to God for the
miracle of survival. It is also a time for
remembering those who paid the ulti-
mate price for preserving and protecting
Israel, and will always commemorate a
renewed commitment to preventing Is-
rael from ever experiencing such a peril
in the future.
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September 15
Earliest time for Tzitsit & Tefillin 5:41 am
Best Time for Shema Israel before 9 : 43 am
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Shabbat and Yom KippurEnds 7:56 pm
Earliest time for Minchah 1:21 pm
Earliest time for Arvit with Minyan 5: 47 pm

Editor in chief :David Kordvani - English Editor : Ephraim Aminoff - Persian editor : Reuben Agadi - contributors : Rabbi Elyahoo Ben Haim,Rabbi Yosef Bitton Nassim Bassalian, Amir Kohan and Shahrokh Liviem ﬁ
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516-439-5060
212 Middle Neck Road, Suite 7
Great Neck, NY 11021
Available for Home Visits
Shana Tova to All
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Michael Salamatbad D.O.

NG
Hertzel
Jadpo

Taxi Serice

Cell : (646)
823_8887
Home: (516)
482_3490
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