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-~ Great Neck’s Premier Kosher Supermarket
Fresh farm produce. Fresh Fish. Salads, Soups and Sushi.
Bakery on premises, Always fresh, always convenient, always a delight.
For fast delivery call: 516-466-1300
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TORAH PORTION OF THE WEEK Halachot -Omer
. 0" PORTION OF THE WEEK N <

oses pleads with the Almighty not to send an angel in | | On the second day of Pesach, the Omer offering from the new barley

His place, but to accompany the Jewish people Himself | [ crop was brought in the Temple in Jerusalem. It began a period of
through the trek in the wilderness even though they had sinned counting and preparation for Shavuot, the anniversary of the giving

. . of the Torah and the yearly celebration of re-accepting the
with the Golden Calf. Moses asks the Almighty to reveal how | | Torah upon us. This period is called Sephirat HaOmer, the counting

He interacts with the universe (it is a mystical interchange). | | of the Omer.
Then the Almighty commands Moses to carve two stone tablets | [ Forty-nine days are counted each year and on the fiftieth day it is
and to ascend Mt. Sinai so that He can engrave the replacement | | Shavout, the Yom Tov celebrating the giving of the Torah. There is

tablets for the set that Moses broke at the transgression with the actually a mltzvah’ to count each specific day, which is done at the
Golden Calf completion of Ma’ariv, the evening service.

- o ) This is a period of national semi-mourning (no weddings or even
The Almighty reveals his Thirteen Attributes of Mercy (Exodus | | haircuts). It was during this period that Rabbi Akiva’s 24,000
34:5), which we repeat on Yom Kippur and other times of seek- | | students died for not showing proper respect towards each other. It
ing the Almighty's mercy. Moses asks the Almighty to forgive | | i time for us reflect how we look upon and treat our fellow Jews
the Jewish people. The Almighty renews the Covenant with | | 23 well as the tragedies that have befallen us because of unfounded

. . . (self-justified) hatred. It is a wonderful time to undertake to do on
the Jewish people commanding us not to enter into a covenant | | ex(ra"act of kindness: this will help bring perfection to the world
with the inhabitants of the land, not make molten gods, to ob- | | and unity among Jews.

serve the Festival of Matzos, laws of first born issue, to keep the \_ )
Shabbat, celebrate Shavuot and Sukkot and ends with assorted
laws of offerings.

We also read Shir Hashirim , King Solomon's Song of Songs

\ / TEST YOUR JEWISH I Q: MATZAH
According to a recent study what percentage of US jews observe

. Pesach in some way ?
n the story of the Exodus of Egypt, the Almighty commands @ 25% (b)50% (c) 80%

Moshe to request a 3 day retreat to the desert for the Jewish
people, though the intent was to leave Egypt permanently. The
Almighty is not a trickster nor a liar. Why was it done in this
manner?

The Vilna Gaon comments that there are two other times where Matzahs?

the Almighty used deception - in Jacob's dealings with his (@ 10% (b) 20% (c) 30%
father-in-law, Lavan and during the Purim story. Jacob used | \_ J
deception to have the flocks produce offspring that would have
the coloring that according to his agreement with Lavan, would

belong to Jacob. In the Purim story, the Midrash tell us that the /
Almighty sent angels dressed as servants to malign Haman so
that Achashverosh would not cool off from his anger at Haman The difference between UNITED and UNTIED ...
for wanting to kill Esther and her people. is where you put the "I".

The Almighty is always sending us messages for us to recognize
our mistakes and be able to correct them. With regards to No God, no peace. Know God, know peace
Pharaoh, Lavan and Haman - each one used deception. Pharaoh
enslaved the Jews by having a "National Work Day" where the
Jews volunteered their labor -and then he kept them as slaves.
Lavan substituted Leah for Rachel, thus deceiving Jacob.
Haman deceived Achashverosh about the people he wished to . .
exterminate. Thus, the Almighty returned measure for measure Most people don t plan to fail;
so that each could learn his lesson. they fail to plan.
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This issue was donated by

Shalom Week Editors

2- What percentage of Matzahs sold in the USA are Israeli?
(@) 10% (b) 25% (c) 40%
3- What percentage of Matzah sales in the USA are Shemurah

QUOTES OF THE WEEK: N\

A generation which ignores history
has no past and no future




Everfresh Supermarket
People, Produce, Perfection.
Free delivery Sunday to Friday. Opens
Sun.- Fri.

Tel: 516-773-4600
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For weekly specials and a chance to
win a $100 Everfresh gift card sign up at:
Info@everfreshsupermarket.com
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BEST OF AISH HATORAH ~N

here are 49 days between the second day of

Pesach and Shavuot. Each night during this
period we perform a special mitzvah, called,
Sefirat HaOmer - “Counting the Omer.”
Q- What is the reason and purpose of this
mitzvah?
A- When G-d sent Moshe to liberate the
Jewish people from Egypt, He told them that
the purpose of their freedom was to receive
the Torah at Mount Sinai. Counting the
Omer each night reminds us that the purpose
and realization of true freedom is through
the study of Torah and adherence to G-d’s
commandments, which elevates us to being
a holy people. Thus, the “Counting of the
Omer” connects the holidays of Pesach, when
we gained our physical freedom and Shavuot
when we received the Torah, thus achieving
our spiritual freedom. Although we perform
Sefirat HaOmer during the seven weeks
between Pesach and Shavuot, like all mitzvot,
it teaches us a special lesson for the entire
year.
The word “Sefirah” which means “to count”
can also be understood as “to illuminate.”
According to our sages, counting the Omer
(Sefirat HaOmer) teaches us to illuminate each
day of our lives.
It also teaches us that one should not be content
with yesterday’s achievements. Rather, each
day we should bring additional spiritual light
into our lives.
Q- Why does the Torah use a double
expression? “You shall count unto you?”
A- There is a wonderful lesson in this. Our
sages explain that there is a big differences
between a person who counts his own money,
or when a clerk counts money which is not
his. When it is his money, the more money he
counts, the happier he is. When it is not his
money, counting more money
can become very burdensome!
The Torah tells us: ““You shall count unto you”
- consider that you are counting something
which belongs to you - for your benefit. Then
you will want to “illuminate” each day of
your life more and more. The lesson of Sefirat

z |
4 Israel less Bagram, gme, gmyaln,

attractive for
foreign

tourists-report says.
Israel is becoming an in-
creasingly unattractive
country for tourists, drop-
ping to the 53rd place on
the World Economic Fo-
rum's Travel & Tourism
Competitiveness  Report,
which was published over
the weekend.
The Jewish state fell seven
places compared to the
2011 report and 17 places
compared to the 2009 re-
port, in which it ranked
36th.

The factors reviewed in
the report include hotel
prices, the cost of an over-
all holiday package (with
flights, hotels, taxes and
other expenses), the impact
of fuel prices, flight avail-
ability, road infrastruc-
ture, education and health,
nature and heritage sites,
and a long series of other
indicators. After weighing
all parameters, the Forum
determines the overall lo-
cation of each country in
the general competitive in-
dex and in regards to each
of the factors reviewed in
the report.

Switzerland, Germany and
Austria were the top per-
formers in the general com-
petitive index, followed by
Spain, England, the United
States, France, Canada,
Sweden and Singapore.

Israel was preceded by
countries like Turkey, Bul-
garia, Brazil and the Com-

HaOmer is: Make each day count, for it is
\_yours which you are counting Y,

monwealth of Puerto Rico,
\ and followed by Slovakia,

o
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Mauritius, Uruguay, Jor-
dan and Argentina. A
breakdown according to
indicators put Israel in the
same place as in 2009 in
terms of air transport in-
frastructure, and down 18
places in ground transport
infrastructure (from 36 to
54). An improvement was
recorded in the govern-
ment's prioritization of the
tourism and travel industry,
but in terms of the govern-
ment's expenditure on the
tourism sector Israel fell
from the 98th place to the
107th place.

The leap in fuel prices
brought Israel down from
the 109th place to the
136th place in the relevant
indicator; ticket taxes and
airport charges brought the
country to the 85th place
(from 58th); and hotel
prices pushed Israel from
the 61st place to the 98th
place.

In addition, the purchas-
ing power has dropped and
residents' attitude towards
foreign visittors worsened
(68th place compared to
27th in 2009). Israel also
fell in the quality of roads,
public transportation, port
and railroad infrastruc-
ture. On the other hand,
concerns about terrorism
dropped from the 129th
place to the 124th place,
and the reliability of po-
lice services improved (up
from the 76th place to the
48th place). The drop in
other parameters does not
necessarily point to dete-
rioration, but it does imply
that the situation in other

countries improved sig- )
nificantly.
A source in the tourism in-
dustry said over the week-
end that Israel had become
an expensive country for
tourists — not just compared
to its neighboring countries
but also compared to many
countries in Europe.
Although 2012 was a record
year in tourist entries —2.885
million arrived for more
than one day — the number
of tourists increased by just
20% compared to the year
2000, while the number of
tourists worldwide jumped
by almost 50% during that
period (from some 700 mil-
lion to 1.035 billion).
The Tourism Ministry said
in response to the report, "In
areas which fall under the
responsibility of the Tour-
ism Ministry, there has been
a significant improvement.
For example, in terms of
the effectiveness of the Is-
raeli brand abroad we went
up from 106th place to 73rd
place. There was also a nice
increase in the government's
prioritization of the tourism
industry.
"The decline stems mainly
from issues which do not fall
under the responsibility of
the Tourism Ministry, such
as fuel prices, the erosion in
the US dollar's buying power
and the poorer service given
at ports and ground transpor-
tation. "In addition, Israel has
failed to relax the visa policy
as other countries have done.
The drop also stems from the
fact that hotel prices went up
significantly due to the lack
of hotel rooms."

4

ANSWERS TO JEWISH IQ TEST:
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+

1c 2.b 3.¢c

March 31
Earliest time for Tzitsit & Tefillin 5 :45 am
Best Time for Shema Israel before 9 : 49 am

Shabbat Ends 8:07 pm
Earliest time for Minchah 1:30 pm
Earliest time for Arvit with Minyan 5 : 59 pm

% Editor in chief :David Kordvani - English Editor : Ephraim Aminoff - Persian editor : Reuben Agadi - contributors : Rabbi Elyahoo Ben Haim,Rabbi Yosef Bitton Nassim Bassalian, Amir Kohan and Shahrokh Liviem ﬁ
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Home: (516)
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Available for Home Visits
In Practice for 10 years
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