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#16 Beshalach

TORAH PORTION OF THE WEEK \

January 26, 2013 - 15 Shevat 5773

Halachot----Tu Bishvat N

he Jewish people leave Egypt. Pharaoh regrets letting them go,

pursues them leading his chosen chariot corps and a huge army.
The Jews rebel and cry out to Moses, "Weren't there enough graves
in Egypt? Why did you bring us out here to die in the desert?" The
Yam Soof, the Sea of Reeds (usually mistranslated as the Red Sea)
splits, the Jews cross over, the Egyptians pursue and the sea returns
and drowns the Egyptians. Moses with the men and Miriam with the
women -- each separately -- sing praises of thanks to the Almighty.
They arrive at Marah and rebel over the bitter water. Moses throws
a certain tree in the water to make it drinkable. The Almighty then
tells the Israelites, "If you obey God your Lord and do what is
upright in His eyes, carefully heeding all His commandments and
keeping all His decrees, then I will not strike you with any of the
sicknesses that I brought on Egypt. I am God who heals you."
Later the Israelites rebel over lack of food; God provides quail
and manna (a double portion was given on the sixth day to last
through Shabbat; we have two challahs for each meal on Shab-
bat to commemorate the double portion of manna). Moses then
instructs them concerning the laws of Shabbat. At Rephidim, they
rebel again over water. God tells Moses to strike a stone (later in
the Torah God tells Moses to speak to the stone, not here!) which
then gave forth water. Finally, the portion concludes with the war
against Amalek and the command to "obliterate the memory of

Amalek from under the heavens."

TORAH LESSON OF THE WEEK

he Torah states, "And on that day the Almighty saved the

Israelites from the hand of Egypt" (Exodus 14:30). Which
day does the Torah refer to when it writes "on that day" and what
lesson can we learn from the reference to that day?
The Ohr HaChayim comments that the Torah states that "on that day"
that the Israelites were saved was the self-same day that the Egyptians
who pursued them perished in the sea. However, the Israelites were
liberated from Egypt and left Egypt before this. Why only now that
the Egyptians drowned in the sea did they feel saved?
The answer: the Israelites only felt saved once they felt secure
that the Egyptians would no longer pursue them. We see from
this that even though in actuality a person is free, he is not really
considered free unless he personally feels free. A person who
worries and feels insecure is a person who is imprisoned even
though he is not behind bars and no one will harm him.
To be truly free you must feel free and this is up to you. You have
a great deal of control over your thoughts if you work on it. If you
worry about the future, even though future events might work out
exactly as you would have wished, you still suffer in the present.
This suffering will be the same as if you actually experienced
some misfortune. However, all the suffering will be unnecessary.
The greater your mastery over your thoughts, the greater freedom
\you will experience in life!
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This issue was donated b

oday is the 15th day of (the Hebrew month) Shevat, also

known as “Tu Bishvat — Rosh Hashanah L’ilanot — New
Year for trees.” The two Hebrew letters (Tet & Vav) which make
up the word “Tu” represents the number 15. Thus, Tu Bishvat
means the 15th of Shevat. The practical purpose of identifying
a New Year for trees is that, in Israel, one must give tithes from
the harvest reaped each year.
The type of tithes would vary in different years. The 15th of
Shevat marks the New Year for trees and so determines the
type of tithes to be given from the fruits that year. All fruits that
started blossoming before the 15th of Shevat were considered
as of the previous year. The ones which began blossoming after
the 15th for Shevat were considered as fruit of the New Year. Tu
Bishvat expresses our love for our Holy Land, its fruits and its
special mitzvoth.
Q- Why was this date set as the New Year for trees?
A- By the 15th of Shevat the trees in Israel have received most of
the rain for the year and the sap has already risen in the trees.
The Torah (Deuteronomy 20:19)states , “When you shall besiege
a city for many days by making war, you shall not destroy the
trees by wielding an ax against them; from it (the fruit) you may
eat and you shall not cut them down...” Even in war, the Torah
commands us to try to avoid destroying fruit trees.
The Torah is compared to a tree, “Eitz Chaim... itis a Tree of Life
for those who grasp it, and its supporters are praiseworthy...”

N

The Torah is also compared to various fruits..
J

N

TEST YOUR JEWISH I Q: Torah

1- How many of Pharaoh’s army survived crossing the Red Sea?
(a) None (b) 100 (c) 1,000
2- Who helped Aaron to keep Moshe’s hands raised (to defeat Ama-
lek) on the mountain?
(@) Hur (b) Joshua (c) Caleb
3- Which empire is sometimes identified as descendants of Amalek?
(a) Roman (b) Greek (c) Persian
J
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Sasha and jemgfer (Gohari) Hourizadeh for
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the birth of twin girls.
Omid and Daniela Hakimi for the birth of a girl (last week)
Doron and Dalia Levy for the birth of a girl (last week)
Roni and Nava Nematnejad for the birth of a boy

Daniel and Rossana Nassimiha for the birth of a girl

Guy and Jamie Simchayof for the birth of a boy (last week)
Babak and Sandy Zar for the Barmitzvah of Jordan

Mr. & Mrs. Avner Zaboulani and family
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BEST OF AISH HATORAH

The Comfort Zone

Parshat Beshalach tells how the Jewish

people have left Egypt and are heading
out into the desert, when suddenly they find
Pharaoh and his troops chasing after them.
The Jews become frightened, and declare:
"We'd rather be slaves in Egypt!"
This is a shocking statement, given that the
Jewish people had endured for 210 years of
back-breaking labor and slavery. How could
that situation possibly be preferable to the
freedom they now enjoyed?
The answer is that slavery has one great
advantage: Comfort. In Egypt, the Jews were
provided with all their basic needs, like food
and shelter, and they didn't have to make any
decisions about how to spend their day or
what to accomplish. It's interesting that in
Hebrew, the word for Egypt - "Mitzrayim" -
is similar to "Maitzar" which means a narrow
place. On one level, the Jews preferred a
confined environment, rather than the broad
responsibility that accompanies freedom.
Sometimes it's the smallest box which makes
us feel the most secure.
Indeed, all transition can be scary - whether
getting married, starting a new job, or moving
to a new city. It's even said that a baby in the
womb is terrified of what awaits on the other
side!
Ultimately, it's that "comfort" that we have to
fight against - or we'll never move forward in
life. So if you're struggling with a decision,
ask yourself: What's the worst thing that can
possibly happen? And in 10 years from now,
will I regret not having made that decision?
In this parsha, the Sea finally splits, and the
Jews walk through to freedom. At which
point they break out in joyous celebration -
not just because they'd beaten the Egyptians,
but even more, because they'd conquered
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Keeping Hebrew as Israel's language.
Israel recently celebrated the 155th birthday

of Eliezer Ben Yehuda, considered by many
the father of modern day Hebrew.
Google Israel honored Ben Yehuda by cre-
ating a special Google "doodle" in memory
of the man, who believed that the “Hebrew
language can live only if we revive the na-
tion and return it to its fatherland.”
Born into a family of Chabad Hasidim in
Lithuania in 1858, Ben Yehuda went on to
study at the Sorbonne in Paris and moved
to Jerusalem in 1881, where he worked as a
teacher, journalist, newspaper publisher, lexi-
cogralpl)her, and a coiner for Hebrew words,
for which he is most well-known.
Ben Yehuda invented hundreds of Hebrew
words including the words for doll, bicycle,
towel, ice cream, and dictionary — "milon."
He also compiled the first modern-Hebrew
dictionary. Before Ben Yehuda, the Hebrew
1a1%fguage had still been used by Jews from
different communities across the world, from
Russia to Yemen, as a form of verbal and writ-
ten communication, at least since the Middle
Ages. Many Jews were able to read Hebrew
texts, prayers and the Bible throu(%hout the
centuries, and much of Ben Yehuda’s mod-
ern Hebrew was inspired by Biblical Hebrew
words, as he transformed the language of holy
texts into the language of everydgaL}ll ife.
Three years ago, Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s cabinet decided to mark Ben Ye-
huda’s birthday as National Hebrew Day. But
preserving the Hebrew language in today’s
climate of globalization and Americanization
is not as easy as one may think.
The Academy of the Hebrew Language at
Hebrew University of Jerusalem aims to pre-
serve the Hebrew language by distributing
around 2,000 new Hebrew words each year,
taking words like SMS and blog and finding
an original Hebrew meaning for those words.
“In the academy, we try to fight word by
word. Instead of just making an exact trans
lation from English, we try to find an original
Hebrew word that captures the meamn]%,”
th@dacademy’s president, Moshe Bar Asher
said.
Others like Haifa’s mayor, Yona Yahav, are
fighting to prevent the English language

their own paralyzing fear.
)

from taking over both the municipality and
\_from appearing on business signs across

ISRAEL IN THE NEWS ~N

the city. Yahav, who was born in Haifa be-
fore Israel

became a state, has had enough with English
dominating the coastal city and has banned
municipal employees from using English
words such as global, audition, fine-tuning,
test, and project in official documents, in or-
der to encourage Hebrew word usage. Israel
has two ofﬁcia% languages, Hebrew and Ara-
bic, followed by English, which has a semi-
official status, and Russian, the most widely
spoken non-official language of the country.
Virtually all Israeli road signs and street
names are displayed in Hebrew, Arabic and
English as are government announcements.

Housing prices up 4.5% in 2012
Israel's real estate market was characterized
in 2012 by a further rise in housing prices, at
an average rate of 4.5%.

While in 2008 Israelis needed less than 100
salaries on average to buy an apartment, in
2012 they needed as many as 128 salaries.

In the United States, for the sake of compari-
son, one can buy an apartment with just 55
salaries on average.

In Jerusalem there have been hardly any
changes in prices, with a four-room apart-
ment in the capital costing NIS 2.4 million
($640,000) on average. But Jerusalem's stable
figures do not reflect the major fluctuations in
other cities: In some cities prices soared, in
others — they plunged. Significant gaps were
recorded in 2012 between new apartments and
second-hand apartments. The prices of new
flats fell 10% due to the drop in building starts
by entrepreneurs, while existing apartments
became much more expensive, in some cases
by even 50%.

The government occasionally stated that
housing prices were falling. This is because
contractors are forced to sell their apartments
and they must show some flexibility when
negotiating with clients. In practice, second-
hand apartments are therefore more expen-
sive than new apartments, and the victims
in 2012 were entrepreneurs and contractors,
who were forced to reduce prices throughout
the year. D

ANSWERS TO JEWISH IQ TEST:

1)a 2)a 3)a

January 27

Earliest time for Tzitsit & Tefillin 6 :13 am
Best Time for Shema Israel before 9 : 38 am

Shabbat Ends 5:54 pm
Earliest time for Minchah 12:32 pm
Earliest time for Arvit with Minyan 4 : 02 pm

% Editor in chief :David Kordvani - English Editor : Ephraim Aminoff - Persian editor : Reuben Agadi - contributors : Rabbi Elyahoo Ben Haim,Rabbi Yosef Bitton Nassim Bassalian, Amir Kohan and Shahrokh Liviem ﬁ
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