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TORAH PORTION OF THE WEEK

his is the Torah portion containing the giving

of the Ten Commandments. Did you know that
there are differences in the Ten Commandments as
stated here (Exodus 20:1 -14) and related later in
Deuteronomy 5:6-18?
Moses' father-in-law, Jethro (Yitro) joins the Jew-
ish people in the desert, advises Moses on the best
way to serve and judge the people - by appointing a
hierarchy of intermediaries -and then returns home
to Midian. The Ten Commandments are given, the
first two were heard directly from God by every
Jew and then the people begged Moses to be their
intermediary for the remaining eight because the
experience was too intense.
The portion concludes with the Almighty telling
Moses to instruct the Jewish people not to make
any images of God. They were then commanded
to make an earthen altar; and eventually to make a
stone altar, but without the use of a sword or metal
tool.

. J

TORAH LESSON OF THE WEEK

itro, Moshe's father in law, advised Moshe to
delegate responsibility:

"And you shall seek from amongst all of the people,
capable men who fear the Almighty - men of truth,
who hate injustice. And you shall appoint them to be
officers over thousands, over hundreds, over fifties,
and officers over tens" (Exodus 18:21).

Since the people who were chosen to be judges were
highly qualified, wouldn't those who were appointed
over few people be envious of those who were
appointed over larger numbers of people? This could
easily have led to much quarreling and arguments.
The Kotzker Rebbe replied that since one of the
traits required was the attribute of truth, there would
be no problem. Those who excel in truth know the
falseness of honor. Since they were free from honor-
seeking, there would be no envy and no quarrels over
power.

Honor is based on an illusion. What practical
difference is there to most honor? Very little. Yet
plenty of people make honor-seeking a major focus in
their lives. They constantly worry about what others
will think of them. They suffer tremendous pain if
they think that someone else is getting more honor
than they are receiving. The more you view honor
from a perspective of ultimate truth, the more you will
realize how trivial and unimportant honor really is.
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Shop Delight

Great Neck’s Premier Kosher Supermarket
Fresh farm produce. Fresh Fish. Salads, Soups and Sushi.
Bakery on premises, Always fresh, always convenient, always a delight.
For fast delivery call: 516-466-1300

Yitro February 2, 2013 - 22 Shevat 5773

(" For the next few weeks, we will be featuring a preview )
of a new book in which Rabbi Ben Haim answers questions
asked by community members

Please explain the importance of the Kohanim's duty to
“Duchan” everyday

The ‘Vilna Gaon” the great Ashkenazi Rabbi in Europe agreed with many
Sephardic minhagim and was of the opinion that the Ashkenazim make a
mistake by not letting their Kohanim 'duchan 'everyday to bless the Jews at the
Shacharit Tefilah.

When a kohen “duchans” he performs three important positive mitzvot from
the Torah.

Birkat Hakohanim is included in the morning Shacharit only because in the
olden days people drank wine with their lunch and if the Kohanim would
become a little drunk they would not be allowed to “duchan” at Mincha. On
fast days the Kohanim do“duchan” at Mincha.

The Kohanim are allowed to duchan up to 13 minutes after sunset. On Yom
Kippur in the Tefilat “Neilah” before sunset they also Duchan and it can last up
to ten minutes after sundown. )
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Purim Baskets (Mishloach Manot)

For many years Marilyn Kordvani organized the sale of Mishloach Manot gift baskets in
our synagogues. In her memory; her daughter Cheri Haghighat will continue in this tradition.
As usual the baskets will be packed with only Israeli products (mostly Kosher for Pesach).

They are exceptional value and usually sell out very quickly.
To ensure that you receive the number of baskets you need, please give your

orders in advance by calling one of the following:
Cheri Haghigat (212) 944-2700 - Mino Hakimian (516) 487-3636

This issue was donated b

Mitra Hezghia (516) 482-0444
N\ All proceeds go to Gym Minyan Youth Programs /

TEST YOUR JEWISH | Q: Israel’s election

1) How many parties contested the election?
a)i2 b22 ¢)32

2)How many seats did Likud win (out of 120)
a)21 b) 31 c¢) 41

3)Which party finished 2nd with 19 seats
a) Labor b) Shas c) Yesh Atid
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Kami and Amanda Nasrolahi for the birth of a girl
David and Regina Sians for the birth of a girl
Aminoff and Gordon families for the engagement of Shirlee and Ross
Aaron and Debbie Hakimian for the Barmitzvah of Sasha (' last week)
Mashiyah and Malka Kohanim for the Barmitzvah of Jacob
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Mrs. Mehri Rahmanan, Mr.el Mrs David Livi, Mr.cl Mrs Bahman Djourabchi an
families in memory of Iraj Rahmanan (Shlomo ben Yehuda)




Everfresh Supermarket
People, Produce, Perfection.

Sun.- Fri.
For weekly specials and a chance to

Info@everfreshsupermarket.com
Tel: 516-773-4600
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Free delivery Sunday to Friday. Opens 7.30am

win a $100 Everfresh gift card sign up at:

parkway
printing E‘{gfg
516

603- 1714
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JUDAICA OF GREAT NECK

107 MIDDLE NECK RD
(next to Movie Theatre)

Teffillin/Mezuzot/Tallit/Tzitzit (Sephardi)
Barmitzvah/Wedding gifts
Clip-on Kippot/Siddurs etc

Books/Music/CD's
10% off with this coupon (min $50)

516-482-4729

BEST OF AISH HATORAH ™

Knowledge vs. Faith

he first of the Ten Commandments is, "I am the

Lord your God, Who brought you out of the
land of Egypt..." The Sages asi: What exactly is
this commanding us to do? Surely, it is a statement,
not a commandment.
As a result, some commentaries answer that there
are in fact only nine commandments; but who ever
said there were 10?7 The Hebrew is aseret hadibrot
- the ten "statements," not "commandments."
Most commentators, however, do consider this
first line to be a commandment. They say that it is
an obligation to "know" that God exists.
The Malbim, a 19th century commentator asks a
famous question on this. It is absolutely impossible
that anyone should command you to know that they
exist. Follow this reasoning: If you know that the
exist already, then there is no need for a command.
And if you do not know that they exist, then who
is commanding you?! In other words, why should
you take seriouslg the command of someone you
don't think exists? And if you think he does exist,
then the command to know that he exists becomes
superfluous!
The Malbim answers very simply: Many people
have faith that God exists. They feel it, but
are unsure exactly why. The first of the Ten
Commandments is to know that God exists - not
to believe, to have faith, or to sort of "think it to
be the case." The Torah says you must examine
the evidence and come to a rational and logical
conclusion. Now there's a religion with self-
confidence. Don't have faith, says the first of
the Ten Commandments. Rather, examine the
evidence and decide for yourself. We're confident
of the conclusion you will come to.
But why all the fuss? Whether a person with faith
or one with knowledge, don't both equally accept
the existence of God?
The difference is quite significant. Firstly,
knowledge, by nature, 1s more reliable than fait[)ll.
Faith is an emotion. When stronger emotions
come along - such as love or pain - you might just
change your mind about what you believe 1n.
But more importantly, faith and knowledge produce
very different relationships. Knowledge means
there is a God even when you don't feel like dealing
with Him. Faith is much more flexible. It's as
strong, or as weak, as you feel the need for it to be.
Knowledge is God in control of the human being.
Faith is the human being in control of God.
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UJASURVEY —GREAT NECK JEWS

n Great Neck, there are 11,100 Jewish

households that contain 29,900 people,
of whom 28,700 are Jews.
The area’s Jewish density — that is, peo-
ple in Jewish households as a proportion
of all people in this area is 71%, which
is extremely high. Great Neck’s Jewish
population has grown 26% since 2002.
Approximately a fifth (21%) of the peo-
ple in Great Neck’s Jewish households
are under age 18 and 28% are ages 65 and
over. In terms of household composition,
24% of Great Neck’s households contain
a child ages 17 or under and 46% are
senior households, which is the third-
highest proportion of senior households
among the profiled areas. Thirty-eight per-
cent of Great Neck’s households include
someone who identifies as Sephardi,
overwhelmingly of Persian descent.
Great Neck has extraordinarily high lev-
els of formal and informal Jewish con-
nections, Jewish ritual behavior, and
overall Jewish engagement. These factors
include a sizeable Orthodox population, a
substantial (and also tightly knit) Sephar-
di community, and relatively high income

. AN

\levels. In Great Neck, 32% identify as

Reform, 31% as Conservative,

and nearly a fifth (18%) as Orthodox. The
percentage of Orthodox Jews in Great
Neck is almost twice the Nassau percent-
age (18% versus 11%).

On every Jewish measure included in this
study, Great Neck exceeds both the Nas-
sau rate as well as the eight-county rate;
for example, 71% in Great Neck belong
to a synagogue, compared with 53% in
Nassau and 44% overall, and 73% of Great
Neck respondents have traveled to Israel,
which is the third-highest level in the eight
counties and higher than the Nassau rate
(52%) and the eight-county rate (49%).
Regarding Jewish ritual behavior, 43% in
Great Neck keep kosher, compared with
24% in Nassau and 32% overall in the
eight-county area. Moreover, Great Neck
is one of only a handful of areas where
there is a high degree of correspondence
between the proportion that feels being
part of a Jewish community is very
important (64%) and the proportion that
feels part of a Jewish community (59%).
Corresponding with its overall Jewish
profile, Great Neck’s rate of intermarriage
(1%) is identical to Borough Park’s rate
and is the lowest in the eight-county area,
where the overall rate is 22%.. Y,

The brands are as follows:

Lalquila
Shahzadeh
Pari

Royal
Zebra
Deer Brand

India Gate
Tilda
QILLA

Even though these rices are pure, Jewish Law requires them to be cleaned
at least 3 times and washed thoroughly before use for Passover.
Please avoid any enriched rice.Brown rice was not checked.
Chag Kasher Ve Sameach /

/ As per phone conversations with rice importers and receipt of confirmation letters \
from them, Rabbi Eliyahu Ben Haim has confirmed that the following brands of rice are
100% pure, are not enriched, and have no additives or preservatives.
Therefore, they are suitable for use on Passover.

INDIAN STAR
BASMATI
ROYAL BROWN

ANSWERS TO JEWISH IQ TEST:

e 2)b 3)c

January 27
Earliest time for Tzitsit & Tefillin 6 :07am
Best Time for Shema Israel before 9 : 35 am

Shabbat Ends 6:03 pm
Earliest time for Minchah 12:33 pm
Earliest time for Arvit with Minyan 4 : 10 pm

% Editor in chief :David Kordvani - English Editor : Ephraim Aminoff - Persian editor : Reuben Agadi - contributors : Rabbi Elyahoo Ben Haim,Rabbi Yosef Bitton Nassim Bassalian, Amir Kohan and Shahrokh Liviem ﬁ
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Taxi Serice
Cell : (646)
823_8887
Home: (516)
482_3490
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Michael Salamatbad D.O.
516-439-5060
212 Middle Neck Road, Suite 7
Great Neck, NY 11021

Available for Home Visits
In Practice for 10 years
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